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" and State, headed by
President Hillery, An
Taoiseach, Mr. Cosgrave,
and the Apostolic Nun-
¢lo,- will 'be in Limerick
shortly to participate in
various - functions to
mark the T750th anni-
verjary of the coming
of the Dominican Order
to Limerick.

The celebrations will start on
Saturday,bMay Tth, and will

continue until Sunday, May
15th:
President Hillery and Mr.

Cosgrave will be the special

gue on Friday, May 13th,
the ‘Feast of Our Lady of
._L.Imerinlr. '
; . & . T Adesie
Provincial,

" That evening, at 7.30, a
special Mass will be celebra-
ted at the Dominican Church
at which the princigal  con-
celebrant will be Very Rev.
Fr. Flannan Hynes, O.P,, the,
Irish Provincial of the Order.

Later that night there will’
be a dinner dance in the
Glentworth Hotel,

- This week, the prior at St.
Saviour's, Very Rev, Fr C. B.
Lavery, outlined the plang for
the 750th annivergary celebra-
tions and hriefly traced the
history of the order in the city.

Fr. Lavery said that to have
existed T30 years ‘through
troubled times was, In itself,
‘an -achievement. And he went
on to state that while in the
pregent year we had vandal-
ism, *violence, institutional and
hysical unrest, this was no-
hing really new.'

:?Iﬁnﬂ’l‘y

In many respects it could be
dtated that there was a crisis
aof identity in Church and
Ettste right now I;ut, he fﬁt!:EEI-
sed, ' every problem acing
Limérick, and _Ireland; today

ad been faced before and

ad  been surmounted.

- Referring to the fact that
the Dominicans came to Lime-
il;k in the lmtcen]:ur}f.rg'r.
JAve said - the order
imﬁfﬁri&taly became Involved
with the people. ‘“Viclence,
racial - problems,. linguistic
difficulties and difference of
religlon were the problems of
the "day,” he said

“ In,the past those 'PI"DI}IE]'HE
Had been solved by *
ledging a wvital link between
the cultural and religious out-
look, of the peoplé” and the
Dominican Order had survi-

acknow- .

" At the Dominican Press cnnfémnce nttthe Prior
finance officer, Mid-Western Health
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ved

Yby . mervice and avail-

ability to the people” and by °

“"sound preaching in Church.”

Early days

Fr. Lavery went on to apeak
of the Dominicans’ role in the
early days and how the order
had survived through the vig-
lence of the Norman-Irish
atruggles and “indeed the
Irish-Irislhr struggles of the
13th-16th centuries,” and also
through the two 'terrible sie-
ges of 1651 and 1691 as well as
the penal days and the fight
for independence.-: -~

‘Reflecting ' again. on the
past, Rev. Fr. lavery said:
“In a time when fishing is so
much in the news I would like
te remind yau that in the Nor-

“.man times 'the memberg of

the Dominican Order caught
figh in the lax weir and sup-
plied the religious houses and
nobili with fish.”

Having referred to some of
the outstanding Dominicans of
the past, Fr. Lavery said that
one of the most famous Dom-
inieang associated with St.
Saviour’s was Terence Albert

(O'Brien; one of the O'Briens

of Thomond
Twice prior

“He was twice prior, then
at a chapter in the Black
Abbey in Kilkenny, was elee-
ted provincial. Afterwards he
became assistant general in
Rome and on Monday, March
11th, 1647, the Pope appointed
him Bishop of Emly,” he said.

Fr. Lave recalled that
during Ireton's siege of 1651
Bishop Terence, in aspite of
threats and bribes, remained
in the city consoling and en-

y in Limerick thisg
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week, (from left) :

{
Mr. Michael Madden,

.C.; Rev. C. B. Lavery, O.P., Prior; Sen-
y manager; Miss Babs Shana-
an (P.R.O.), LCM.S.A. |
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“regident 1: Lime-
rick engagement,

cotiraging the citizens. He
was subgequently martyred
and ‘his head placed on a pike
on the preseht' Baal's Bridge.

In 1951, the tercentenary of
the dgiege was observed, and
the then Mayor, Ald. Steve
Coughlan, dedicated a public
park in honour eof Terence
Albert O'Brien and one of the
most venerated ohjects- in the
possession of the present com-
munity was Bishep O'Brien’s
pectoral cross.

Fr. Lavery said that a num-
her of processions were assoc-
jated with the Dominieans,
The first was in 1818 when
the order moved from Fish
Lane to Glentworth Strect

Statue
On that ocedgipn the pegple
of the city ed in. solémn

processzion, carrying the statue
of Our Lady of- Limeriek,
Then, on June_9th; 1818, the
statue  was apaln " carried
through the streets -on Lime-
rick Women's Day when the
womenfolle took to the streets
to protest against conserip-
tion. L :
“Thus”, ‘said Fr, very,;
“women's b 13 nothing” new."
Now a third major proces-
glon is to be held when, on
Sunday, May 8th, thousands
are expected to throng the
streets when & proceasion will
£o to the original site in the
grounds of 8t, Mary's Con-
vent, Bishop Street, 3
This will be one of the many
events to be held during the
anniversary celebrations, tha
full programme for which will
be made available on Monday
next, -
The present priory at Glent-
worth Street was built in 1043
when Rev. Fr. Leo MecArdle

ominicans 750
ears in Limerick

1

was priof. His brother, Fr.

Isodore, 183 a member of the
Present cpmmunity,
o X!
Milestone
Anothen Interesting mile-

stone for the order waa on May
25th, 1972, when the high al-
tar, which had been recon-
structed. in .accordance with
Hturgle requirements, was
consecrated by the:late Bise
hop Henry Murphy.

But, probably, one of the
most memorable occasions for
the Dominican Order was on
September 1st, 1873, when St,
Saviour's -became a parish. It
was the flrst time that an .
oerder had heen given a parish
in the city.

To mark the memodrable an-
‘niversarw! a special souvenir
booklet, “Dominicans in Lime-
rick” hasi been produced, and
in a preface, the Bishop : of
Limerick, Most Rev, Dr,
Jeremiah Newman, concludes:
“It i8 my prayer that the
Domintcan Fathers, hoth as
religious and, as they now are
also, parochial clergy, of our
city, will econtinue into the
future as they have been in
the past , .. unshakable and
reliahle."

‘There is a most interesting
article in: the booklet by Rev.
Myles Nolan, OP,; in the
course of which he says the
need for & university in Lime-
rick was referred to as far |
ack as 1644,

Mayor

Paying' tribute to the out-
standing work of the Domini-
can Order down through the
{QEEM the Mayor, Senator Ted

usgell, said that the T750th
anniversary would be one of
the highlighta of his term of
office, _

“I am sure that the citizens
will show their appreciation
and affection for the Domini-
cans by fully participating in
the many events planned to
mark the anniversary,” he
said. : ;
Mayor Russell added that
the survival of the Dominicans
down the years had been due
to their invelvement with the
people “In modern parlance
they worked “with the hrass-
ronts," he remarked.

The attendance at the Press
conference also included Very
Rev. Fr, ‘Martin Browne, O.F,,
sub-prior, and members hf the
co-ordinating jubilee commit-
tee, Mr. T. P. Mac Diarmada,
city manager; Miss Rahs
Shanahan, Miss Brid Murphy,
Mr. John Phelan and Mr
Michael Madden., Other mem-
bers of the committes include
Mr. Joe Maguire, regional
manager, Bank of Ireland:
Mr, ‘Michael Fagan, general
manager, Glentworth Hotel, -
and Mr.. Barry Kehoe. area
manager; C.LE.




