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Bible centre |
reaches its
apocalypse
after a
long genesis

IT may not yet be
fully up and run-
ning, and the grand
opening  unfortu-
nately a long way
off, but the Domini-
cans' Biblical Cen-
tre 15 set to atiract
big church names to
Limerick in the
coming months,

It was confirmed this
week that the Bishop of
Bobbio and Placenza in
Italy, Mons Luciano
Momari, and the Bishop
of Galdway, Martin Dren-

nan, are to give talks at
the new facility in
November,

It's a miracle we have
come thiz fan™ =aid the
director of the centre, Fr
Tom Brodie,

The Dominicans had to
fight a battle with An
Taisce for over three
:.rmrs before they even

ot plannin Tisgion
or the hu?:lr.ilmp: origi-
uﬂl]

B oconiroversy cen-
tred around two Geor
E:an houses on Cecil

: An Taisce
::rh}ec:nd to their demioli-
tion, but eventually the
Dominicans  got plan-
ning mm:isﬁiﬂn to bull-
doze T

And now that the
impressive  facility is
built, the Dominicans

must deal with a host of
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Fr Dermot Brennan,
Dominican Prier  [LL)

'nuil:lim: glitches, which
hE:.f are calling
“testhing nru:rhle:ms ar
“birth pangs™.

Technieal problems,
suech as the electrical and
Lii.;ll'l'l ;gtﬁr -az.rf..t_amﬂ .aT'I-l']
the library cataloguein
still need to hnu?mnps
ENLLE.

Fr Brodie said: “"We are
at that in-betwesn stage
now, the point where you
are having syour house
hﬁllél and making it lve

In spite of the de
which have tosted
pattence of the uenl:.rf's
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three staff—Fr Brodie,
Peig McGrath and Fr
Brendan Clifford—they

have beem greatly
ERCOUrE by the e
cess of the centre’s first

fwi m’f’ma! ovents,

World famous scholar
Fr- Jerome Murphy
O'Connorn, OF gave a la!ﬁ
in Febroary which
attracted 300 lsteners
while Fr Brodie's open:
ing lecture drew over 170

I,

Wgﬁe main pdea behind
the pew centre at the
junetion of Cecil and
Deminick streets is to
encourage Catholics ta
study the Bihle and to
put Limerick on the map
a5 a major centre for
original Bible research.

In addition to catering
for scholars, the ceatre is
?ISLI] Iut_cmllgd lﬂ be &
neal point for the gen-
eral public.

Exhibitions are
planned for the main hall
that are designed to
entice passers-hy

“We want to open the
door to the people, and
allow them to wander in
and out. We want o
reach out to the ordinary
people,” said Fr Brodie,
who is originally from
Criusheen in Clare.

Meanwhile Fr L-]ufr:}rd

aims fo help pr-m;
"make sense of
through peading  the
Bible.
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He iz {0 give 5 course
on meditating and pray-
ing with the Hible during
Mlay and June

Twelve studepts will
siudy in the
library area, and 300 peo-

le can fit inte the main

all, which will also doy-
bie up as an exhibition
space, A caft is also fo be
part of the development,

Passers-by may
already have noticed the
Inndsca]mt garden as

rrt of the development

~om Dominick Sirest

The themed gasden,
wliich is protected by
high security railings,
contains a rock, symbBol
ising God's mpal:lfas.l
rock ke nature, a foun-
tain and a waler featlln,*.

M= McGrath said that
the plants and herbs in
the gardenm had special
biblical significance.

“We chose castor ofl
plants, as Jonah i3 sakd
to have taken sheltepr
under them. And herbs
such as rosemary and
thyma  wers [:h-:.*wr

because they are men-
tioned in the Bible,” she
i,

The site was provided
ke the Limerick Dominl
cans and the funds came
from  the Dominlcan
Provdinee in Duablin.

From the Cecll Streed
side tho first thoee words
of the Mew Testament, In

the Beginning, are
earved into the
stonework  above  the

main door in six lan-
BUAEEE,

Fr Dermot Brennan,
Dominican Prior, is “fer:
ribly e:r.ftle':t" about the
entire project, which has
been a long time coming.

"This is like an e
waiting o hotch.” he
said.

He zaid that a local
Eroup volunteers,
mainly professionals,
gave them advice on
what direction the centre
shotbd tako,

It iz expected the offi-
cial opening will not take
pace for al least another
wear
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Tom Brodie, director; Peg !lkﬁrm'h, manager, , and Fr Brendan Clifford, teacher of biblical meditation "



