DISASTROUS FIRE

Mansion Burned
Down

———— G —— -

HINTORIC CO. LIMERICK
SEAT

=)

PRICELESS ART TREASUREN

LOST

- Curragh Chase, Adare, the magni-
‘ficent Co. Limerick seat of the de

Vere family, and birthplace of the
S famous poet, Aubrey de Vere, wasy

“disastrously damaged by fire which

Chroke out in the ecatly hours of

Sunday molning,

The five, wihieh started in the
Clibrarvy, and s attiibuted to the
fusing of an cleetrie wire, was first
noticed at about 1.40 a.m.

Only three people were in resid-
ence at the time Mrs., de Vere,
widow of the late Mr. Robert
Stephen de Vere, and two maids,

They were awakened when the
heat causcd the eleetric hbells' 1o
ring’ and esecaped uninjured.

The slarm was quickly given and
the Limerick Fire Bripade wasg
hastily summoned, supt. o .,
Cooney, Adare, and Sergeant T.
Murphy and Guard MeDermott,
[Pallaskengy, also hurried to the
seene,

MASS OF FLAMES,
The flumes quickly caupght o grip

can the bullding and the conflag-

ration spread rapidiy.

Neighhours and estate employees
ran to give asgistance but it was
gquickly apparent {hat nothing could
be done to save the huilding.

Rivulets of flumes spread with
haffling rapidity through the ground
Hoor and aidéd by a strong wind
yuickly shot up to the other stories.

Tongues of fire were soon licking

at the roof and smoke was billow-
ing through 1tihe windows, the
. whole conflugration throwing a
blood-red glare across the night
sky.
- Within a short timie the whole
- building was engulfed in a staring
masgs of foaring flames and clouds
of smoke. The roof, alight from
end to end collapsed with a rending
of timbers amidst showers of sparks
and falling debris,

When the Limerick Fire Brigade,
arvived shortly after 4 o'clock, under
the command of Captain IHogan,
the residence was completely afire.

FIRE BRIGADE IIELPLESS.

- It was found that there was no
watler supply available except the
pipe-line in the house which had
already heen cut off. Helpless in
face of this unexpected contingoncey
the hrigade mombers directed ther
efforts to salvaging what articles of
furniture could be removed with
safety from the ground floors. In
this they were assisted by the
(uards and neighbours and before
the danger hecame too acute a fair
quantity of furniture and other |
effeets were brought clear of the
fire.

For hours the flre held its doe-
vastaling grip on the building, until
after some six. hours, it burned
itself out, nothing heing lefi cxcept
the gaunt skeleton of the house!
with its smoke-blackened walls and
gaping windows.

To prevent any possible spread
of the flames 1o 1he oulbnildings,
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PRICELESS TREASURES LOST. |m
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Our  Rathkeale correspondent § 4p,
writes - m
Priceless art ireasures and man}r%ig
antigues and artieles of historic|
vallle were among the wvaluables

: n¢
lost in the conflagration. Scoresi,,
of people from the surroundingi.,

digtricts came on Sunday to]y,
Curragh Chase and viewed withj,
evident  regret the smauldering_?p"
walls which were all that rema'ned! g
of the historic mansion. It was sadin
to observe in the midst of the dﬁhrisﬁr;m
hroken busts and other fragment-
ary remaing  of  what were ONeM.
maost  valuable statuary, £

Very sincere sympathy is felt by
the general publie for the present
popular  proprietor.  Mrs.  Isobel] ¢
de Vere, on the loss she has SUS-!
tained, materially and sentiment-{
ally, : "

Mrs. de Vere, who iz a m{}staj‘
charitable and k'ndly woman, haﬂﬂi
done much o alteviate distress in!;t.
a wide district around Curragh
Chase. especially in the maftter of
fuel, as she has been most gener-!
ous in giving poor people free |
‘access to her woods to Db’sainfg
firing. - :
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fele .LEQEJEGIJI With£ | recmﬁ* :
s|"fire ' at Curragh Chase |

it khe outbreak |was due!to the
11.;11‘1*' Gf an | electric wire. It*-rh'éi%;"
.Lnee-trdﬁspl ed .thHat this was§ not

0. [There were | only ordjnarty :-
Jectyic bells. }n thel hous and these
vore [of | very! law tension. It .is to !

Je stitedaltoo) that the water supply
fiot cut off but was going per- &
i 5;15811;&111 is very gratlfy*-e"
;i:ag.- P'F—lfi ﬁﬂWI':ﬂljﬁO hat much miore. -
[ ' ' ‘EHB saved than

All the salﬂzn

I‘ﬂ Etd ‘waslsaved, including ”
' Iﬁame Antoinette table,

ihave been’ ‘,_-d.e-*%

‘I!.

it| may. be mentr{}ned i:li'**“
.(Mr, | Quin) . and his
" rkinson, Mr. P&pwi
mtmber.&. of. the |
“work in. saving |

ure _d.f;l ; prf_ventmg tht_,
i the fl mes. -’ Quin

nd .clﬂse_. Lf} Lhe
responsible E{:-U

GﬂtLI‘l s. of the. saloon.
many. valuablm

ous| re ANg udmg Sir Aubreéy,
orel§ Scal] a {Charles. 13, Cr3541
“wateh, that belpnged. to Lord
;-_f--‘-_i,he met% g@&t—-great-

-. ' -iﬁl;”the h{}um render eri
services |in sending’ word,
I Jﬁd} el ting ‘help to cape
it. | - Indded | thé entire I‘EJI-*-
qd - staffs [did all ithat
| possible in the ‘i"ucu
} uch 11‘11{ t(} thfmr




