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A good acre of Sitke spruce
will produce wp to 400 tons of
timber over it span of B0 years.

All the alder Irish plantatlons
nre now in production. In recent
veavs, close on 300000 tons ol
timber have heen feflod annually
in the whote of Ircland for saw-
ing in the mils and for manuo-
facture in the factories in Athy,
Searilf. Waterford, Coleralpe
and Clondalkin, besbles supply-
ing many thousmnds aof tels-
phoke and elestrioity transmis-
slen pabes:
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refuge of many linds of birds
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Public acesas to forestls has jty
tlsks, The greatest danger fa
fire. Witheped = grass, furze
buskes, dead branches, are all
infamable, and n cigaveite end,
n glowlng match or & plpe
knocked ot can agally start and.
Zo can o pienis fire, Gireal cars
iz necoszary at all times, and
aapesinlly In the sarly summar
before o growth Of grase
has covored the deod wegelation
of tho previous your.
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The State foresters ofi the
whola of Iroland nmow cover b

all most 3i% of the. land oarcp of

the imland (the lowest pencen-
tage of any sountry in Europel,
They represent o wiss rand
Fruitful Investment Tor Deishmomn,
and nare  alrendy  shewinl: a
profitabla roturn on tha Ellspltl.t
i

of inveptod, Government  poldicy

i double the forcat arca of Ino:
land by the end ofithe cenbury,

In o world whero Uving bitan-
ducds arn improving the de-
mand for timber apd itz des
rivatives Iz lncreasging steddiby,
Our forests oim at supplyving
pome of this domand as well as
providing a teangul] ratroal for
afl forma of life, both Bueen
and wild, ]

They uro In the final apaiy-
glg » rexonron which contribubes
to the wellbaing of all cur: ol
zons. In,this Huropsan Conser.
wation year wop have the oppor-
tunity of sesing what this con-
tribution iz by vislting onoe of
oilr state forests; forests wihich
wour haiped to build.

A pleasant walk by the banks -_ilrnf the Shannon st Corbally.
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* mbtlonal  gatherlage:  Sproces have saft light Feel  lepwven
fram Ecropr and  America, which Inst for only one yoar.
Doagins Fir from Vancouver, Jepanese lartch has bright red
ind Japansse Larch from the twigs Eurcpean Iarch  yellow
Fir Eant, 3eoin Plpe and Swias

Ewips.
th grow in mixture, Elfllu. spruge  and Contorta
ﬁﬂﬂpﬂm 1mmhﬂﬁmm over- pine heepunt for the bulk of the

the notlve Dok o bhe Wiok. planting—the former eovers 5Hb
Eﬂilis and Himalayan Deo- Der cent in Nerthern Iraland
dar Caduirs thrive op the Galbesy and 45 por cent in the HRaopublia
i rra fn Co, TIPPerary. and the Entter over 10 por cont
in th!;: Nt;rth and 30 pa:'rt:l.‘nt:in
. ; ithe South.” Bolh ke treen for
Hﬂﬁ\'ﬂl‘lg One From bicak sitvations and, wet seid
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af havdwoods En the fertile low-
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The bulld-up of hbipds and
heaste on nowly planted waste
lands fn the nills, however, I8
usuntly painfolly .'1'I'|:|w, ibgubly S0
in opreay af Sproce or Contortn
Pine. These sposics casl o hl;!l'l"{
ahade which forhlds the growt
of gragses and ahruhs whioh' de-
volop under lighter fallagad
trees such as Larch and Sgots
Fine, and provide food for many
kinds af Biris and for deer and
cther mammais. HNutcatlng
squirrels nppeir when the trees
are ol enough to yiedd nuts or

-gomen, and ahelipiand geales wiil
“often bo seem whers 4 red or

groy aquirrel has had & meal.

The Forest Services sncaurage
thiz anlmal life, much of which
is ozeful in -v:unlmmnﬁ insoct
pests. MNumbtars of hare, doer and
squireels are reduced only when
damage 1o itrees la  excassdve.
Gamu I preseeved o oll foroats
and attantion In given to the pro-
wialon of “kenp" for deer, notably
grogs nod brambles and other
shruby for browsing. Ouar for-
cuts support Fallew Deer, Hed
“Dresr, nnd Japansse Siks Dear in

60 or T digtrictz, Pallow are the

most common, Bed heing found
anly in Herry, Wicklow npnd
Donegal, while Sika are only in
Korry, Tyrone and Wick i
Grouse nre favoured by burning
and fertilising strips of heather
on land tee high, teo expased of
too poor to support trees, Fhea-
sanis are often phewtitul In
foreats corm d of ald ostabts
wiada whisgh e in the midat of
arable Nelds and, of courae, wikd




