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by Marie Hobbins

Preservation
orders on
several
landmarks

UNDAUNTED by the
current recession, direc-
tor of Limerick Civic Trust,
Denis Leonard, told mem-
bers at their annual gen-
eral meeting that 2008,
which was the Trust's
25th anniversary, was a
very productive, action-
packed year of great vari-
ety

“2008 was a fantastic
year, not an easy one but
a most rewarding year
which didn't happen by
accident ‘or by itself -
there was a lot of careful
planning-and execution of
every detail to ensure
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Shannon Development have Invested in a.

that a positive action
trend was set to the best
of everybody's abilities,
rescurces and .genuine
effort throughout the
year, but the big plus fac-
tor was the initiation of
many projects which will
happen in 2009 and
beyond there is a
planned programme of
30 projects and I've no
doubt this list will be
added to with extra new
projects during the year,”
he said.

Conceding that 2009
will not be without its dif-
ficulties, Mr Leonard said
that while the downtum in
the economy will be a big
issue for the Trust's new
executive board, in terms
of carefully managing its
available resources, he
added:

*I believe that the Trust
and its two limited com-

corporate box at Thomond Park

panies have performed
very well in 2008, and
have strengthened their
resolve 1o face into a dif-
ficult year. We came
through difficult times in
the past and we will do s0
again.

“The Trust is a bigger
and better organisation
now than it was during
the last recession in the
1980s," he said,

Projects undertaken in
2008 include: completion
of a fifth section of the St
John's Churchyard Wall;
restoration of the Unthank
Crypt, in association with
Limerick City Council and
FAS: Restoration {ongo-
ingjof the Victorian style
pavilion (which had been
extensively vandalised) in
O'Brien Park:
Commencement of resto-
ration work in Killeely
Cemetery, following an

archaeological inspec-
tion. There are three fur-
ther projects in the cem-
etery which are planned:
Plans for the resurfacing
of the O'Connell
Monument site and rein-
statement of the replica
lamps.

With reference to 4,
Patrick Street - former
home of the internation-
ally acclaimed Limerick
soprano, Catherine
Hayes, which is ear
marked for restoration,
Mr Leonard said:

“All we can do is be
patient until the planning
process is completed and
the development com-
MEeNces - we are power-
fess to do anything at this
stage”,

As regards the Limerick
Memorial, he voiced his
dissatisfaction about the
finish of the memorial,
adding: °| have set a tar
get of having the monu-
ment issue resolved
before the year is out®
and he said that the Trust
has done as much as
possible  within  its
resources to refurbish
the Park Canal pathways
and continues to carry
out maintenance work
along the canal.

With reference to the
city’s Gas Meter, he =aid:
‘I'm trying to identify a
suitably: prominent site
along the riverside where
the meter can be located.
This s a substantial item
and is designed like a
Grecian Temple - it's the
only one of its kind in the
country”,

Following vandalisation
ofthe Darsman Monument

in the Athlunkard Boat
Club, the Trust arranged
for its repair'and cost and
had the entrance to the
club cleaned,

Work on the Exchange
Wall on Nicholas Street,
will commence later this
year, following the alloca-
tion of a conservation
grant of 6,000 euro.

Preservation projects
include: The Park Kiosk,
which was refurbished by
the Trust, and which
included the infill copy
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At Villiers School,
North Circular Road

windows that were photo-

graphically reproduced on .

the aluminium panels: St
John's Square Drinking
Fountain: with the assist-
ance of a special grant
from the council a low
decorative railing is now
due to be erected around
the fountain to prevent it
being used as an assem-
oly point: The Abbey Wall:
one of the oldest struc
tures in the city and in
bad state, the Trust has
compieted the conserva-

" i )
A

y to deliver

tion work on one side of
he wall and has started
work on the side facing
Mary Street: Richard
Russell Fountain: this
cast iron fountain in the
People's Park is one of
Just two ever made (sister
fountain is in Belfast and
was fully restored recent-
Iy). -

“Our fountain in the

rogressive Trust has
faith in abilit

in O'Brien Park:

People's Park is in a bad
shape, - particularly the
dome, of which 75 per
cent of its original fea-
tures are missing - the
fountain now needs spe-
ciallst conservation to
reinstate it and we will
fund 50 per cent of the
costs -and are asking the
council to fund the bal

ance”,
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IT has emerged that Shannon Development
have availed of a corporate box at Thomond
Park-at a cost of euro 20,000 annually, over a
five-year period. '
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