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LIMERICK'S new  Jook
architecture has  won
much outside admiration
for the developers  of
today, e iow

- The preservation of the
old Limerick has made
Limerick Civie Trust a
role model for the rest of
the country,

Projects on GE{ir[!.tﬂn
Limerick have won
-national and European

environment awards for
the trust:

.~ It has an impressive CV
of- achievement. and .the
man with his hand on the
tiller from day one is
Denis Leonard, its direc
“tor. :

Denis wassin a way pro-
vaked into getting a Clvie
T'rust formed in Limerick
while in conversation
with a Dublin friend. -

He told Denis he would
not take up any kind of
transfer to leﬁriuk as he
would see It us a backward
cureer step, ; ;

“That remark made be a
bit shirty and T declded it
was, time for actlon,” he
recalled, i

Denis, then 4 banking
executive |n Limerick,
was active In . Junior

Chamber of which he WHE

president, -

- “"We decided 1n Jluninr
chamber to do a project on
communlty response and
1 sald | would gnawer the
Dubs by polnting out thi
quality of Iife and what
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©_Denis Leonard of Limerick Clvic Trust

cApeciea 1o start trom

(] "

herdase and | don't
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we had to offer”

The Limerick Image
committee was formed
and the chief executive of
Development,
Paul E..‘l_uilgiey came up
with the Idea of a Civic
Trust for-Limerick, hay-
ing seen one operate in
the UK.,

“There was not Civie
Ireland at the
time, even though they
had been in operation in
England since 1957, -Paul
Quigley brought over
David  Fletcher#and he
spoke to the Limerick
Image group and we
thuught it was a great
L L S R

The project developed
apace. A. public meeting
was. called at Mary
Immaculate on February
d8 the [mage
proup felt it was time to
gather all the hurlers off
the ditch ‘and kick into
action.

“David- Fletcher canie
-over and was thd principal
speaker and there was u
very blg attendance, [t
was chalred by the Mayor
Tony Bromell and among
those present was the
Minlster  for “Justice,
Mlchael Noonan, Thig
proved there was a’ groat

destre for a clvic trust and’

we were right In our
Judgement on the matter,”
sald Denls,

An dnltlal steering com.
mittew, chulved by Donly
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~Memorlal

“employ a

moved ahead with a pro
Jeet to bulld o new hound-
ary wall at St "Mary's
Cathedral. " "This was fol-
lowed by the Limerick
near  Jury's
Hotel . and restoration
waork at the Potato Market

which wius their firg, hig -

undertaking. |

. Initially the I{]ﬂ}]ﬂﬂiﬁ
targetted by the fledgling
Civie Trust were low-cost
environmental improve-
ments in conjunction with

AnCo, the state manpower

agency al that time,

Employment - grants. .

funding from the corpora-
~tion, Shannon Develop-
ment and private sub-
scriptions from the people
. OF the city kept profects
funded. i
In those initial days the
trust had a turnover of
about £4,000 and In the
second year this. went to
over £50,000,
The Trust was e

ploy-
i Ing 47 people on di

erent

schemes through. AnCQ

and It was being manage
on a voluntary basis with
Denls, who was chairman,
supervising things from
an office In hls own home,

“S8eamus Gubblns took
over as chalrman, A decl-
slon had -then to be made
to g0 one of two wiys:
reduce It back to a an-
dgeable slze as o volun-
tury:  organisation . or
Htlme director
ang move forward,”

e[

Denls applied oy the
advertised  positlon  of
director and got §t. *

The work of the Clyie
Trust was then expandoed
to include research and to
cope with this an -addi-
tional office was tuken in
the Tait Centre, . . Y
CAnd in 1967 the trust
hnu%ht the rulned site of
the Old Bishops Palace for
£1,000. - -

"It was just a shell of a
building and theré was a
demolition order on dt. We

rebuilt it with the help of

money-from the Natlonal
Lottery and we also tdok
out a bank loan. That was
d good decision to rebuilt
it In situ. It has given us
Identity - and other
organisations use so.it isa
community/civic  build-
iz and it looks a stunning
bullding.”

Other trusty have fol--
lowed where [dmerick
Clvie Trust. has led and
there are now 13 other
}:‘i vic Trusts In the Repub-

& - i

“We have help start up
11 of these, and this ts a.
great achlevement to have
wt}tpia from Dublin, Cork;

aterford »and major
lowns u{mrua{:hmg us to
find out “what -we have
nchleved and how we went
abuut It. This sumething
that Limerlck can  be
]Immﬂ of that. the Civie,

Tust 1s the role model for

the rust of the country," —.




