Civic Trust puts Georgiana
on Limerick’s mind. ..

By MARTIN BYRNES

OT very long ago, Lim
erick’s published histo-
Cy was confined 1o a few

publications, notably Ferrar's
(1780=), Lenihan's (1H68) and
Begley's (to 1938), all of wivch
were academically deficlent in
a number of ways.
There were conlemporary
AEWSpAPET TRPaTLs Lo be
perused too, notably the Lim-
erick Chronicle, dating from
the 17605, but they merely
recited an unfolding story
without glving-an ovorview.
Then, with the ostablishmeni
by Jim Kemmy and Kevin
Hannan of the Old Limeriek
Journal, history suddenly
took legs, and printers were
kept busy day and night
churning out hooks and book:
lets until there wasn't Elili-ill‘h-i]'l
o erossroads which had not
been Immortalised belweon
the covers
Histarical socleties spring u{:
ani published, and clubs ane
socletles jumped Into print to
commemaorate this anniver
sary or that.
And in 1991 we had every
exciuse to go mad for the Muth
anniversary aof the Treaty of
Limerick, and books and pam
phlets were never so ublqui-
tous.
By 1847 we were celebratlng
the 800th annlversary of the
city's first mayoralty. Indeed
this year, 2001, is the 900th
anniversary of the moving of
the capltal of the Kingdom of
Thomond to bestde where St
Mar;;_‘s Cathedral now stands,
The first resident king was
Murtough O'Brlen, grandson
of Brian Boru, part of whose
Fﬂalaﬂe is assimllated into the
bric of the great eathedral to
this dar.
The volume of historical vol-
umes mu!ﬂglieﬁ, but it took
the establishment of Limerick
Civie Trust by Denls Leonard
and a few friends to restore
focus and continuity to Limer-
ick's prmanh to its history,
tangible and Intangible.
The trust, bravely supported
from Hmu‘r';!‘sjgninning bﬂ Augh-
inish Al a as well as by
the local authorities, began by
ing the appalling state
of the city's bullt environ-
ment,

The elty's historic centre was
acdlisgrace and an cmbarrass
el amd the Corporation
Fcked the resources, (he will
and the imagination to do very
much about it.

Even the Corporation’s own
offices were shoddy and inap-
propriate to the receipt of
guests or for the efficient con-
duet of the city's business,

All that had been restored
before that had.been 5t .John's
square, and thal had been sub
sidised as a national projoct
fur the European r'l.r'L:Hljn.'[:tm'
al Herllage Year of 1975

I Fell tey the Civie Troast wo
I el things moving sgain,

el nnbng with the Bish.
op's Palace, the trust moved o
restore the elty's walls, gates,
and bulldings, to clear derelie-
tion and to improve knowl-
oedges,
And the trust cajoled, pleaded,
bz and browhent the
authorities into tho K lng
Juhn's Castle project and all

AW spdnofMs, and were behind

the scenes iIn the Hunt Muse-
Larmy r:mjm;i. as well as one of
Lhe latest projects, the pur-
chase and metleulous restora-
tlon of 2, i’m'{ Square, Inelud-
Ing It Georglan garden.
While this was golng on In
1486, the trust published a flne
eollection of {Hustrated BEBAYE
entitled Ceorglan Limerick
velume I, logleally, If there lsa
self-proclaimed 'volume I', It
follows that there mav he a
‘volume II° In preparation.
And 80 there was.

In fact, such was the amount
of material garnered for the
first book hﬁv David Lee and
his research team that the
skeleton of the second book
was already In place and was
fleshing out nicely,

And now that book has
arrived.

It was supported as a FAS
training project and also
backed by local community
asslstance, the State and the
EU. In all 23 young people
WEre on In research, and
they were oined by six others
on Summer work.

Nineteen main contributors,
some of whom were members
of the research group did the
actual ?ﬂ'iti'n%. all under the
benign gaze of Mr Lee and his
C itor, French-born Chrls-

_tine Gonzalez, each of whom

are historians with Limerick
ivie Trwst

he book is, appropriately
I enough, prefaced b
Desmond FitzGerald, the
28th Knight of Glin, who prais.
&5 the late Jim Kemmy for
“his infectious enthusiasm for
his native town", and remarks
on the blessoming of research
and writing of the city's local
history “though sadly less
attention has been pald to the
county".
The book has a fine Index,
l:h:ntg of slde-notes, and & run-
ning bibllography throughout,
the: topics covered are seloctc,
It the 50-plus studles are all
related to the period 1714 to
1846, and deplct a great deal
more than just architecture,
The boak, In fact, portrays the
Itfiz of a clty, and surrounding
counties, taking special pride
in describing the ploneerin
work of the restoration of No
2, Pery Square (which, by the
way, Ia properly pronounced
Pgenriy , ot “parry”, because
ry Is the family name of the
Earls of Limerick, and that's
how they pronounce it),
One would hardly expect to
find one essay entitled Women
and Marrlage In Jane Austen's
Novels, but there it is In splen-
did isolation, immedLately fol-
lowed by a treatise on the
treatment of the mentally i1l In
Limerick of the period.
We have a splendid account by
Richard Ahern of the visit of
Franz Liszt to Limerlek, and
the fashlons of the day are
expounded, although without
specific reference to Limerick.
Limerick Chronicle Is quoted
liberally through the perlod,
including the bre" prac-
tice of hangin inals out-
gide the gate I_giliu:mvﬂ
Street Jall and immediate)
sending thelr stralght
Iar:rm e Etmg-ah itha cc.ﬁ}m
Dﬂl‘l’ﬂﬂl".‘p" nor ar BRe
T dluactfnn.
1: itléﬂmtritlmum waell o
selected and very appropriate.
The book Is highly recom-

mended for both at
home and a , and is for
ut be w c
of Ad, It s a wa
me, anﬁn’c 10 -ﬂ?

through on the bus.

+*Images of Qeorglan

HH"I!:IH-I; 'ﬂu

Exshange, Nichelas

] and, s

8t Michacls Church,
Pery kquare



