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" Jume 28: lames Kelly (42) was stabbed at . [k
- “Kennedy Park. Man questioned and file sent
% the DEP. T - 8y i B S AP S ST
- August 12: Arithony Casey (45) died w0 «
Tdays after béing founid with head injuniesin
“an alleyway off Pamell Street_Twomenand
- two women questioned and file beng sent.
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* August 13: John O'Sullvan (24) died from - §
multiple stab wounds at Moyross, Man (Z5)
£ August 26; Brian Hanley (20) died after. |
. being stablbed outside & pub In Kileely. The 13
\ r-victim was’on bail on charges relating 1.2 /-
| §1 milion ecstasy haul last June. But Gardai }
1 1+ do not beleve his death was drug-related..
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. August 28: Eric Learmy {19) died from a
. single stab wound in. & row at Lee Estate. Hﬂq‘
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_Four murders in 16.
Limerick’s violent reputation and
leit local people in a state of shock . =

and bewilderment. WILLIE DILLON reports

and. there. s & good chence ost of the violent incidents are COn 0 s Michael Kelly: ‘The only way peace s for peryone o put out their hand instoad of the
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' Faced ‘with the fact of recent weeks,
local political representatives have

they will ‘utter the words Stab fined o & relatively small ‘number of b i ; . ..:'-.-“-!-" “" 'h“EL i sought refuge in statistics to show that
City. It is' usually said as a joke. Nobody  people -:Iwi!ﬂ. w0 have taken part in often !*“Fﬂ-.'.ﬁﬁ”'“.bifiaﬂﬁﬁf?fﬂﬂ?ﬂi T T T e s B IS Lim :ﬁnk'u' nu'fm mﬁ?aw i place
really .expects 1o come I.!J.Lil __|_pE|:1:"]' . and :iunus .Ef“ﬂil...tﬂ between rival gangs and =l 53 ._' 1.'".i_.'"r-:;". i i Ly ;'-:-g-- "'“:'- e e o b SRR, T b o W L T A gy % o A LM T 12 g T AR e
stabbed, Visitors are not constantly families over/a long numbet of years. hmﬁﬂsmdLmsnm&fﬁm have been | that_time that. you didn't, g0, to, the . Asked about Limerick's Stab, City . the headlines would siggest, Bt
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looking over their shoulders. Muggers “The last two decades have been marked passed on from generation to. genera- ‘guards. You sorted your own problems.” derman Eelly says: “Ih depends on which statistcs ¥ e 1o,
are not lurking in every alleyway. ;- . by sporadic outbreaks of appalling vig- 7] o e e i ‘When Michael Eelly left jail in 1985, 1:|l.1st spur of the moment in¢idents. '_quu'l;g,: The grim reality is that the only }
But even words said in jest can some- - lence and tit-for-tat murders. * St =¥ou take half a dozen families out of - he became involved with local curate Fr Ninety per cent of it is not premedi- | place with. ﬂ?ﬂ?ﬁ-mﬂfdﬁﬁ_-m yEar !Sﬁ
times leave their mark.  And deeply An example was the killing of local - Limerick and it would be the quictest " Joe Young in trying to 5ave youngsters .f;a;ed.ﬁlntpfwuggppuplemu:ueﬂch Dublin, Nine people have died there,
ingrained images can be extremely hard  “eriminal Eddie Ryan who was gunned  city in the world,” says independent city | in his native Southill — one of the city's . carmy Weapons because they are affili- but it has 20 Hmes the population.,
b SHHE LN Eo i T M i o ~" " ‘down by two.men who burst into a * councillor John Cilligan. “Two families . most deprived areas — from becoming .,.atgdt_amm_ﬂ;qﬂr'urmﬂ:er.m_fwl ly, Limerick tops the 2001,
The people of Limerick could easily Limerick city bar last November.:Two are responsible for the yast majority. of involved in’ crime. Two years ago, he :_mwmmm?mummmm league by a mile. : : H
be forgiven for thinking that its notori-  innocent customers, a mother ‘and  the crime in our city. _ stood as a candidate in the Jocal elec- i tect. themsehves. -, |- i e s City Mayor; Dick Sadlier quotes EU
ous mickname -was con- . daughter, were seriously injured. To *Theres no compunction about kill- tions on an anti-crime ticket. He topped *anybody who carries a weapon is serious crime figures for 1999, The ,EI.LI

signed to the past; that the joke had just date. one man has been charged. Since  ing people- They'd kill people like you'd  the poll in his area, getting nearly a ‘eapable of killing and maiming. They  average was 6314 indictable offences |
about run fts course. They have worked . the killing, there has been'a series of order a pint. They would put the same  quarter of ‘the total first-preference don't necessarily carry them to do it, _ per thousand people. The figure f':'r:‘
hard over many years to shake off the ‘gun and petrol bomb attacks on the thought process into it.” votes. He Is now an independent alder- but if a situation arises, it tams . nto Dublin was 38.63, Cork 262, Waterford
old image of a place which was deeply homes of members.of two rival families. ‘Michael Kelly says he would now be man in Limerick Corporation. -~ = - tragedy.” it e ) 2.2. 7T, fee
mwmﬂt_.andmward-tmkmg.with ' The gardai ‘say;that, contrary to the . dm_rlﬂhehad'sm::kwiﬂlhwﬁfenf He says that since last year he has m_ahmmm.heprﬂmmself.peﬂﬁquum&mhﬂm}n.nﬂﬂ_mwﬂ
outdated industries and run-down general belief, the latest wave of killings, - violent crime. He says somebody would successfully brokered two separate back in jadl for two nights this week. He  the relative position of Limerick in con-
buildings and streets. . is not related to any ongoing feuds. - surely have killed him. “Not that it peace deals between different warming . was rmmﬂaﬂmuusbgdf_ammﬂdﬁf text. In no way am I trying to justify
Today's Limerick is a modem, vibrant Investigators, . say ; they, are actually a  would be easy to kill me.” e smiles, a5 families in the locality. Part of the deals assaulting his wife, Majella. But when what has happened. One crime is one
place with an expanding population, a serjes of spontaneons incidents that are it recalling his former image as one of was that the families agreed to drop the case came before the court on too many.” A
sophisticated and varied social life'and notin any way linked. ‘A freak blip on Limericks hardest men. *I wouldnt = charges which were pending against Wednesday, she dropped the charge, . . He says the media view of I.lllll:rp:ﬂ-gI
a passionate love of sport. . the local crime radar screen. They have made ft easy for them, but that . each other. ; e saying she had also assaulted him. On means that mient,inudentsthereggta"
But the people of Limerick are cur- ~ believe that some of the deaths may was the road I was heading. . .  The gardal have . privately criticised . local radio the following morning, he totally disproportionate amount of cov-.
rently in a state of shock and bewilder- . have fesulted’ from initially trivial inci- His crimes included bwglary, com-  the arrangement, gaying that it has pre-  admitted he “gave her a slap” to bring  erage. Similar crimes elsewhere .don't?
i i " her ta her senses after she became hys- get the same level of attention. s iy e

ment. Four murders in the space of just  dents that escalated. | mon assault, cansing grievous bodily  vented -serious charges being brought 3 J iy
16 days have savagely reinforced the Most of the very serious violence in  harm and shooting with intent to against people in the courts. They claim terical over a fire which extensively He says there is' no point in denying
city's reputation for violence. Three of - Limerick is said to involve no more endanger life. In the early 10808, he was - that Alderman Kelly's intervention has  damaged the family home some days  the ugliness of recent events. It 15_4;|I.*3-_'rT

than a handful of families who live in  charged with murdering & local man  actally hindered, the prosecution of  previously. He =aid his marrlage is now very important, be says, 1o remember

the vietims were stabbed to death. 3
‘the heartbréak and devastation which

Six pméle have been murdered in some of the most socially deprived areas  and was acquitted. very serious offences which will now go  over. | - ' "
Limerick this year. The most commonly  of the city. Some are alleged to be Once, during a feud with another unpunished. He disagrees:’ “The only Alderman Eelly, who runs a success- has been caused to all those pﬂi:lsllﬂ.tE
used weapon was the knife, The deaths involved in drugs trafficking. The num-  family, he was set upon in the eity cen-  way you can have peace is for everyone ful “security business in Limerick with directly pifected. i o e ek 5
have hadly shaken the city's confidence.  ber of ndividual hard-core troublemak-  tre and was viciously an¢ repeatedly to put out their hand instead of the * his brother Anthony, says his next polit- _ Limerick Is a city in pain this week. .
vlﬂmrsam-mnq.npen]}rgﬂingifﬂl ers is estimated at no more than about stabbed and left for dead. “swaord” He ‘says some of the former ical step will be to run for the Dail. He Six people are desd The city’s i i
are safe on the streets. .. o0 20 or 30. The names of the families are Despite sustaining horrific injuries, he bitter enemies are now on friendly . believes it fs the only place where he has been badly tarnished. Garda}
In reality, visitors are as safe as they = widely known in the city. made no complaint to the girdail Asked terms, The gardal admit that there is  can do . anything for the' youth, the resources are seriously l:rwmreb:he:i._i
would be in any other city or town. And The attacks are almost exclusively due  why, he replies: “Because that was the now a ot less feuding in the Southill “elderly and the homeless of his natve The prayer on everybody's lips now is
_ : o city. sl that there will be no more killing. . 4

the vast majority of people living in to personal animosities or deep-seated way I was. It was the law of the land at  area. .. -,



