Expert studies fail to explain why 90% of crime 1s commiticd by men

' Nature, nurture, the ‘criminal

gene ’_what makes men violent?

As killing in the
Republic becomes
an almost routine
activity, Kathryn

Holmquist explores
the links between
violence and gender

MOTHEE news bulletin.
another woman murdered,
The death of women 1n vio-
lent circumstances has be-
come almost routineg, part of
everydav life. And for every woman
killed, l;ﬁ.r.-n:-s a killer; almost invari-
ably, it’s a man, Lo is murder a gen-
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All authorities aﬁrec that clnl;-.
time will tell af ¢ INCrease
women being killed is “an 3m!‘1ua|
blip™ or a continuing trend.

“t doesn’t feel like a blip,” says
Dr O'Connor, and many women
apree. Some feminists have consid-
ered that the empowerment of
women threatens men and so ther
behaviour towards them lends to be
more violent. *1 don't think it's as
du&p as that,” says Dr -D-Lc-nmr

“For the average killer it's sex and
the thrill of the killing... I@here
50l any deep-seated p]‘ll]ﬂSD‘phiLdl
thing.”

He also dismisses the influence of
video violence and pornography.
Pornography users do so because
they are already obsessed with sex
and wviclence, not because videos
have made them 5o,

But television news might infiu-
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delegaics e the June FAD Ealks. )

These ingenicus proposals were devised to help
the serall frnge growps associated with the loyals
paramilitacies win scals af the negediatling lable,
and to be ahle o claim that they hive an electaral
mandate o be theps,

It won't be plon sailing. There will be & farge
number of partics serabbling for the last three o
four places on the “top-107 hist. The fringe loval-
fsg proups will be competing no1 only sgainst cach
gther, bui against other semall umanisl paics.
The siation of David Ervine’s P FEAsIvE
Unionist Party is particularly uncerain, The PUP
in racded in urban Belfast and, unlike the UDP, o
does nel command safficient suppen an ozl
areas to feel confident of securing an adequate
viole

There was o ime, before Sinn Féin built up a
credibie political base, when many nationalisis
were prepared o suppart the IRA but voted for
the SIJ;E_FH:- represent them politically, There was
o irhiierive misirust of Ay whao had been
pssociated with vielepee, This still applics, bul
more sirongly to members of the traditionally
law-abiding unionisl communy.

They may be weary ol the tribal actiludes of lan
Paisley and David Trimble, and even admire the
sophisticated and courageous leadership qualitics
that have been demonstrated by David Ervine
and othes lovalist leaders,

it does not follow sutomatically that they wall
vote for them, Then: will be a number of small
wnionist groups offering themselves in the clec
tron, and working-class unionksis may Opt fo wole
for Bob MeCariney, who also offers a non-scctar-
tan vision af the Union but does 20 with all the
eanfident skills of n wooesful Queen’s Coansel

HERE s anpaher factor which adds 1o the

uncertainty. It is no secrel thal successive

British. ministers: have been decply 1m-

pressed by Liee quality of men and women

who have ineplved :hn:ms-rl'.-:ﬁ_ 10 Cdmnmunigy

Eulil:il.:h in Northern Ireland — aflen because they

ave deliberately rejected the main pamies — and

have wondered how 1o bring that stesdy, reipon-
sible pragmatism inio the manstream.

Hy -:-p:n:'nrl, up and increasing the number of
groups cligible to stand in the dection, the North.
ern Ipelapd OfTice has taken a deliberate decision
to encourage this new breed of community activ-
st o become invelved in the fomm, anpd also
possibly inthe all-panty negoiiations,

The most obvious cxample of a group tha
cousldd reafistzcally hope 1o break throagh the tradi-
tignal party barners, and win enough votes 1o gel
candidates elected from the regional 151, 15 the
pewly-formed MNorthern Ireland Women's Coali-
Hon

These women are not dewy-eyed 1dealists wiho
believe that lasting peace can be schieved by the
WEHITINE wf white ribbons. AL the meefing |
attended in the Wster Peaple’s College last week
ihere were: academics, Wnior execulives in Ehe
public service, as well a5 seasoned campaigners
with bong expericnce of building bridges across 2
deep sectarian divide, The beart lifts to think bow
the presence of Bronagh Hinds, of the Women's
European Platform, or Margaret Logue, of the
Derry Women's Centre, or any of their colleagues,
could influence the all-party talks,

But the decision 1o put up candidales presenls
difficuliies. Should the Women's Coalition stand
in & constituency where there 15 another woman
candidare for one of the established, maingream
partics? In this case, they say, the agid 1est s
where she 4 ranked i her party’s 13, 10 her rame
is ot the tep, 1he pary |5 scrious sbout wanting
her 1o be elected; if she is ranked number four o
five this is o token gesture, designed Lo mop up
:.ni undecided women's yole, )

noeven more diffscull chotee presents atsell in
a case where 2 sirong woman candidate might
take woles from a man who has 3 pood track
record on the broader political mswcs. Sadly, thes
dilersma i acute in areas wheee the small loyali
grosps, particularly the PUP, would hope to com-
mand electoral support.

In the Shkaakill, for example, semeonc like May
Blasd, 4 highlv-respected rade uniopisl now s
volved in job creztion in one of the most deprived
arcas of Belfane. would be an extremely powerful
candidate. But if she were to stand, the likelihood
% that she would take voles from the Pregressive
Unicnist Pany, which is going 10 reed all the kelp
it can get 1o have any candidatcs clected

These are real and diffeull chokces, Therr oul-
come could determing; and wall certamly influ-
ence, who gets o shape the political Tamare of
sarthern Ireland, For all the scepricism that has
been vorced about 1his clection, ot will shift the
emphasis back o democrabic politacal activiey
and give many people, whose voices we do nol
often hear, a chance 1o speak,

ﬂ'rhr death of women in o
lent circumsianess bas be-
come almest  rouline,
everyday Life. And for every woman
killed, there's a killer: Slmost invari-
ably, it's a man, So s muarder a gen-
der ssue?

Men have @ nearsmondapsdy on
erimes of vialencs, Between S and
95 per cent of crime in the Repub-
lic, the UK and elsewhere i3 com-
mitted by muoles. IT the nop-viclen
erime in which women engage is foc-
tored oul, for inslance prostilution,
shop-difting and Torgery, then men
dominate wirtually 1 per cont of
all enme.

I seems abviows that o dader-
sland and so prevent violenl crime,
we peed 1o understand the  male
miind. Yer authorities in cnminalo-

v, sociology and psychology have

ailed even to approach such uader-

standing Instead, they have fogused
of seciolopical eaplanations such as
poveriy and urban deprivation for
reen's helum T,

But “of men ane driven Lo commid
crime by the educational sysiem and
|.:|n:l'r|.|,'.|Iq_;l'_n.-rm:r:ul:r why dacsn’ s &l
fect females?" asks Dr an O'Con-
mor, author of frside the COrinriral
Mind and a psycheaing at the Cene
tral Mental Hospatal th Duablin.

Mr Claran MeCullagh, fecturer in
sociplogy @l Uiniversity  College
Cork, writes 10 s new |'r1.|i1-l|.-;.'al:i|‘:l|.‘|,
Crime in freland: 4 Socielopical fn-
rroduction, 1hat the issue of “low
participation rates” of women in
crime has “largely been ignored in
criminology™,

The idea that sociclogy should
focus on women's low  participas
fion males” exposes the prejudice of
the expens, They have also becn
WEOHAR.

Most explanations rest on Lthe ng-
tion Thal cullure fociElises wormen
into passivity  and  murtoring
restrictling achievement in €rme as
in other aneas. Bul as women have
maved towards equality, their crime
rale has nod incroased PRGMOTTIGN-
ately, Any incrcase there hat been
might be attributed 1o strengthenng
gender eguality and male police
being bess likely to led criminalé off
becaiase they are female

“Sex - difference in crime has been
so chear and brighi thal most sfwdies
have been blind to it The hterature
an  delinguency and  efime  fre-
guenily refers 10 e faci that boys
alope were siudeed “as there were 1oa
few girls in the sample e be Slabst-
cally significany’. They do net stop
to ask why,” sy Anne Moir and
Davidl Jessel in their book o Mimd ro
Crimte,

If nine out of [ crimes were com-
milted by women, the academic &=
iablishmeent  would  surely  have
explimed why by now. It might
kave held hormones sesponsible
And hormones are  precisely  Lhe
issise, mabe hormones.

For instance, testosierins Causes
aggressive behaviour in men and
mice. Delecting the lewvels can help

redict whether a man will ace vig-
enlly.

Another clee 1o the reasons foo
mabe violence i3 that the neurd-
transmitters  which contred impul-
sive behaviour are fousd at much
tower levels in the malke brain, Thus
men are lest hikely 1o assess the con-
sequences of their actions

Perhaps this explaing why paycho-

ical tessing has shown voung mile
affenders to he mose unafraed, ag-
pressive, extroven and poarly secial-
e,

o the Tirst 19 weeks of 1906, 18
Euplc have died wiolently in the

cpublic. € these. cighl wamen
were Killed in wiglend circumslances
pomparcd 1o Nive women o he
whole of 1995

In 1994 the overall murder raie
for women and men was 25 In
1995, 1he (ral count 3 41, acconds
ing to the Minister for Justice
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The drigs war is partly to bame.
“The coniract killing, the pasaon
less assassination wher: 4 mMan goes
inwith a gun and kills and walks oul
agrin far money is On INCTCHSIAR
phenomenon here which coincides
with the downgrading of paramili-
tary wark in Morthern Ireband and
the increasing availahility of guns,”
says D7 O'Connor.

But mamy of this year's murders
hawe been tn another category: the
murder of women  either by men
1h¢~_.i know intimately or don™t know
ar all,

It can be diffecult for the academie
1o pnderstand why women arne 50
disturbed by this, Our annual muor-
der rane, after all, is comparable o
slow weekend imoa mapr LS ary
Wamen are safer here Lan virfually
anywhere in the worid.

‘et many women wonder abouwt
these killers. Do they hate women?
Do ghey walch oo much wiolen
pornopraphy? 15 this the beginning
of o trend?

2 and 30s being murdered by less
mature voung men. He recalls onc
man saving: 1 go for the sort of
woman who would not have me.”

It is all about the “hunier -
simcl’” gone wrong, savs Mr Lowe,
Young men rape and sometimes by
wornen as if they were “collecting
trophies’”. Violating an older, more
sexunily  mature woman  confers
preater  statas  than  wiolating 3
wounger wornan. These Killings are
probably preceded by slalkeng, ™a
courship disturbance” in which the
male pocs “hunting for & mate”™ but
the process gpoes wrong, Mr Lowe
SUERRESIE.

“The kind of behaviour which

by M1 Albeit Beynolds

CORRECTIONS

Lagt Saturday’s (Ridinene column said that the FF
SAEP My Brinn Crowley, was nomanated 10 the Seanad
in 1993 by Mr C.J. Haughey. In fact, he wos nominated

Teads to sssault and which recently
bas led fo killings it this kind o
prowling vourgster whe forms an
ohagaion, watches the woman, 1akes
oF crwear from the line and
akes miisance phone calls: s far
o' says Mr Lowe
nl - nuisance phone calls
are i indication of mental in-
stability. Hecipients ol ssch cakls
should report them 1o the Carda,
savs Mr Lowe He also suggests hat
women Ak mabe relatives or Mriends
1o record the voice groeting on their
AnSWeEring mackhines

The young obscsged lomcs [ends
o be o misfil with no place in an
overcrowded saciety, Mr Lowd be-
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lieves. Fifty years ago, half the Irish
population was rural, Thes Hiestyle
has collapsed and left many voulhs
ill-prepared for the modem workd,

&m:lldy, By O Connor has 1w
teced the trend of fecoagers Killing
women in their lale s and early
3, abihowgh he adds that most
wornen  murdercd in ircland  are
killed by husbands or lovess. As in
ihe rest of the Western warld, [rish
wamen tend to know their killers
intismately, or mot at all.

“Some of these murders are kind
of random. This woman juil hag
pens 1o be the one the guy came
dcross al that point,” Dr rConpor
5SS,

CLARIFICATIONS i
tour said its prodiection of Amedigt had becn iviled 1o
the Edinburgh Festival. This should hawve read the BEdine

burgh Festival Theatre, And the show 15 gaang o Bust
Cipora Festival in July. poi June, as statecd

Where preoes oocnir 20 08 tee podftey o The Bresh Times e
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video wvinlence and  pornography.
Pormagraphy usesi do 20 HEsE

they are alrcady obscssod with sex
and viclence, not because wideos
have made them 50,

Put television news might influ.

ence behaviour, he belicves; “This
strange, odd person thinks aboul

(inding an older, more sexually ra-
{ure wormarn &nd Ig:il.lm%I her and then
he sees it happening a fow times and
may albow. hiz faniasy world 10 be-
come reality because he's seen it on
the news 50 frequentiy,”

But why i this young male =0
prone 1o violence in the Tirst place?
“In-is undenably true 1hat genes anc
invalved,” wriles Steve Jones in /R
the Blogd: God Geres ard Desfing.
This publicatian is linked to the
forthcoming BBC lelevision senes
which Jones will present.

[he netion of a “criminal genc™
has already been used in the LS by
the legal team of & convicted mur-
derer, Stephen Mobley, who 15 on
death row in @ Geongia prisen.

Alter he was sentenced 10 death,
his lawyers won an appeal. They
argueed that he was pot acting on the
basis of “free will” bot due to 2 gen-
etbe predilection. Virually his entire
fasmily, they said, were viclent.

I the US legal teams have argued
that a killer kas am innate tendency
powards  umacceptoble  behaviour
This, they hope, will reduce the
blame attaching to the crime. One
woman who reeeived a life sentence
for killing her mother was released
by amother judge when it was discov-
ered that she was sufTering from m-
kerited  Huntingion's Disease, a
progressive degeneration af the ner-
vous system, one of the first signs of
which 15 mental instatiliy.

Is this n compassionaie feprcve
ar an excuse for killingT At present,
Irish saciety is profoundly uncsy at
the prospect of murderers previously
deemed Singane” being  released
when they are found “sane”, To e3-
tablish o penetic Link (o erme 510
give the uﬁ'.imnlc excuse, IF gene or
drug therapy were discovered, pre-
sumably muorderers could then be
treated and released,

And it doesn’t end there. "'Why
ghould there be evil 7™ asks Steve
Jones, “1F a man iy born siaiul, how
should ke be forpeven? The 1mue
strikes &t the wery core of beleel and
of society, The idea of a ‘genc for
crime’ in fact poses a theological
quesieon. -

“IF cerfain peoplé are born wath a
nature that makes it inevitable that
they will offend, how can they be
blamed, or jiedged? How can fhere
be equality before God or the law if
one group — how large, nobody
knows — can claim lifebong imimu-
nity fromm its full migours, with evie
dence written into DINAT

There 35 anciher obwvious gues-
vion: if there is & criminal geoe and if
men have that gene, should we ex-
cuge them when they behave vip-
lently?

Even Jones acknowledges that

ncs are an insufficient explanation
o a male criminality. Narwre 15 a1
feast a% important-as ozlure. Yhch
brings wi (o the ultimale gqueslion:
are we, as a soceely, finally prepared
10 fake sericusly the question of eda.
caling boys 10 be gentle and socaally
adapiable?
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A headline ir:l the Warld MNews poges of vesierday’s
later editiong chould have read: "N report savs Taracl’s - e ke p he JE R R 1
shelling w;;._tlngu‘_llktl-!,- ml I|Ia:.,-|.' r_n::flll ll:-l_'n:,'ﬁ!l.'._'!.lrilﬁ erpor QTJE;I-IHJ;. .Jt'-f::;:i:;lmr:.lm-s.lr-ra?;I:,Euj-ﬁ;;‘ _f’::I.J.-. :I-:;”rir:r;;-:;
The inatials . appeared instead of “Lil Monday to Friday. Ourside these nimes they may contaci

Lasi Saturdey’s report on Opera Theatre Company's  the Dty Eaitr '

Wi Fred Lowe, sennor clincal psy- covrect o efarlfl s seon g5 prachice e
chologist wath the Eastern Health
Board, has interveewed many soung
viglent maleés. He has detected a pal-

tern of malure women in Their |ate
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