ILFINANE and the Country
around it was the home and
breeding ground of Irish athletes,
and wmore world beaters hailed
from that part of the country than
the whole ‘round of the globe
could, or did, produce, and it is an

undoubted fact that many though

they were whose fame was spread
to digtant lands, -there were as
- many more wHo mnever ventured
into the arena, and who were
worthy competitors with

came from Hast and South Lime-
rick in the closin
last century. |

- DAN SHANAHAN,

When I think of Kilfinane I am
~always reminded of the world's
champion, Dan Shanahan, who, at
Limerick Markets Field on August
6th, 1888, covered 50ft. 3in, in the
Running Hop, -Step and Jump, a
record which was not beaten for
thirty-six wvears, until Winters of

Australia, at the Olympic Games|

held in Paris, in 1924, set new fig-
ures at BH0ft. 1llins, Shanahan is
- credited with covering 52ft, on a
famous occasion in Mallow, and he
jumped 52ft. 1lins, at home in Kil-
finane, under conditions that were
vouched as unimpeachable in every
respeet, They were refused recogni-
tion, however, because they were
performed as an exhibition and not
in actual competition, Winters, of
course, had the advantage of an in-
tensive modern training, which
~was denied to the [Kilfinane
athlete, who had to do all

his daily work and then prac-
- tise on a very indifferent grass
take-off.. Winters’ record, inciden-
tally, - held until the memorable
games at l.os Angeles in 1932, when
Nambu of Japan, increased the
distance te .51ft. %ins.. his fellow
countryman, Tajima, carrying it to
o2ft  6ins, at Berlin, four years
later. The Los Angeles games wit-
nessed a remarkable Irish triumph.

THIRTY-SIX COUNTRIES

‘she succeeded is past history, but
no credit to the “sporis’™” across

those | the Irish Sea.
who focussed the eyes of thej

nations on those athletic stars who!

* wears of the|
g year o { finane, whose first recorded appear-

competitors was E. J. Walshe, of

4

— (Nﬂ i0)=—Mick ' Connery
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MICK CONNERY'S RECURD.

However, we set out to consider
the athletic career of Mick Con-
nery, native of DBallinanima, Kil-

ance at a sports meeting was on|
16th June, 1885, a few months after
the -G.A.A. was founded. The
oceasion was the old Limerick A.A.
and B.C. Sports, and we find him
returned as winner of the high
jump at 5 ft. 7 ins, Better stil],
was his. performance in the hoD,
step and Jump, in which he took
second place to Dan Shanahan
with a 47 ft. effort, Dan covering
7 ins, extra to win., Eleven years
later, the first Olympic-title in this
event was won, at Athens, with a
distance of 44 ft. 113 ins, In con-
nection with his high jump success
at this meeting, it is interesting 1o
learn that one- of the defeated

Dublin, Irish and Canadian cham-
" Next time we meet him was at
Kilfinane Sports on October I1st,
where he won the 220 yards flat
and the high jump, and filled !
second place in the long jump.
BACK AT MARKETS FIELD.

‘Back at Markets Field the fol-
lmi_??hg June for another great
LL.AA. and B.C. meeting, we find
him  taking _
gvi,t.h an 'ef_?ort of & ft. 10 ins.,, and
finishing second, again to Shana-
han. in the “hop, step,” the win-
nning figures reaching the splen-
did distance of 49 feet 7 -ihches. -

of Kilfinane.

|
‘running high jump, Mick Connery,|
won, _ .
(@A.A., November

the town of Kilfinane there is s

years ago that great chronicler of

Here they are, in datal order:—

Jjump. M. Connery,
‘won: J. Connery, 44

“high -jump honours{

‘the meeting, at -which Dan Shana-
han set his world’s hop, step and

CEALLAIGH) ..

Mick *‘Co_.il.nery, 45ft., 9ins,, second ;i

with Jack second. Emly|
6th — Jack]
the long = jump
in the 100 yards;

Connery won
and second

M. Quinlan being
secona, | ) |
REMARKARLE FEAT, |
Mick Connery’s most memerable
feat, however, was not performed
on auny athletic track. Just below

road, sunk about six feet  under
the ditches on either gide. = Seome

the past, the late John Tabin, toek
me down to see the place, and ex-
plained that the ditches were in
the same condition, or nearly se,
as on that unforgettable day in
1887, when, in the presence of g
big crowd, Mick Connery per-
formed the dangerous and re-
markable feat of jumping freom|
bank to bank—the distance from
take-off to landing being net less
than 23 feet 10 ins.

1885 was the last yvear the Con-
nerys -spent in Ireland, and we
might as well hBave a look at their
performances during that season.

June

-13th, L.AA. and B.C.
Sports.

Running hep, step and
45 ft. 3 ins.

: ft. 2 ins., 2nd,
Pole jump..J, Connery, 9 ft.. won.'
August 5th: -Fourth annual ath-
letic championships,” at Limeériek, |

jump record of 50 ft. 03 ins.. and
Willie Real madé another world's

chesg they witnessed in their

‘old-timg players,

incidents of the king.
_ 00 hurleys
Mick Connery won the high Jump|
at § ft. 10 ins., P.
‘home with the teamg
turned to Ireland.

‘cient to cover

51’1161'-1.- A
of a particularly hard-fought Pre-
 sidential Election at the time, and

Gaelic teams

Connery, gnd there, too, on that
leave of a grand trio,

t their greatness

Suir how he remembered seeing|

three venerable looking old 'ladies
with & hurley, whieh one of them'
had borrowed from a player. Hach
of the three took it in turn and
kigssed it with reverence, whila all
wept coplously and unashamed.
The sight of the old Irish hurley
reminded them of their early days
at home, the great hurling mat-
you:th,
0, of some of the

and probably, als

|
This was but one of the many|
The broken
were eagerly sought for.
and taken away as souvenirs, and
out of 200 hurieys brought from.
~only two re-

" That the Gaelic Invas_iféﬁ -of

America was a . financial failure,

there is no denying. The gate re-|
ceipts ‘at the wvarious exhibitions
given by the teams were not suffi-
the travelling ex-
penses: and cost of the mainten-
ance of such a large number of
America was in the throes

a lot of the people took little in-
terest in anything else, |
AFYFECTING LEAVE-TAKING.,
Worst feature, however, from the|
Irish viewpoint was the fact that
only 24 of the 51 members of the
band who sailed from Cobh six
weekg earlier made the journey
back, Seome hundreds of JIrish
exiles and the remnant of the
assembled at the
wharf to see them off, and the
leave-taking was, indeed, a very
affecting  sight. - o -
Amongst those who remained in
the States were the Kilfinang trio—
Jack McCarthy, Mick and Jack

New York quayside we must take|
with the|
nhope that out of the memeory of
new ohampions!
may yet arise to defend the honour;

) At Kilmallock spartsﬁjﬂ'ﬁ;‘” ﬁu%%it
thousand five hundred ath-|15th, 1886, he put up his Dbest Pei-
letes, representing thirty-six coun-|formance in the*hlgh.--%mﬁ) E the
tries, competed there. The great|peting in his bare feet, ne 108e 1€, 41,3 for first place in the pole
natiens sent their athletes by hun-|magnificent height of 6 fest:02 IS, | oo\ "with " b M. Nunan, at 9 Foct
dreds, in the hope of winning in-|Which Would%etﬂD;‘eGgrduaépt}é?Gmches R
ternational athletie prestige. Coun-|time but for Pat LDavins Juhp © A}lg'ust 18th, ‘ ‘Freeman’s Jour-
nal”. Sports, at Ballsbridge. Jaeck

of old Kilfinane, and re-establish/
and upheold the prestige that wag
theirs. v, | | ]

No. 41—John Kelly of Ballya-
gran, o

record with the “56 lbs.” (23 ft. 93

ins), Jack Connery was second in
the long jump at 21 ft. 33 ins, and

- REPRESENTED. -
Two

!
!
5
F
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tries like France and Germany did|6ft. 1 in, a short time Previousyy. .

not succeed in W]nnlng a S,ing-}e _Three weeks tlatef,i%t jl‘f%wciitlg CUHHGI’Y won the high Jump (5 ft,
athletic event, Britain, with|West, he won dhethhgthr?‘ee p‘umps 43 ins.) and was second in the long
all her dominions and colonies, wen [feet 9 1ns, and the LLTEC cc?nd' foldump (19 ft, 11 ins.) and pole vault
two; Ireland, which sent only four|With 32 ft. 4 ins, He was SeCONQ 0)%g £t g jpq7 |

athletes, won tweo also! . 7 |Dan Shanahan- in-~ the running iy o o
- Bob Tesdall, of Tipperary, won|hop, step and, jump (48 Ifee}t 2| TOUR OF AMERICA AND |
the hurdles event, and broke the|inches) and the rungﬁng h-o&{g GANADA‘ |

world’s regord, and Dr. O'Callag-|{jump (19ft. 6ins). = Shahanal % About this time, the GLA.A. de-
han, of Cork, won the hammer|hop, step distance tha;;:. {?Vl?é}ct%% cided on sending a team of 50
title—the only victor of the 1928 was 51 ft. 1 in, over ad OO& head ‘bicked hurlers gnd athletes to tour|
games at Amsterdam who was able | than his accepted T o by a|fmerica and Canada, to give ath-
to retain a world championship,|0f Winters' Olymple Iigureé BY Ziletic exhibitions and popularise
O’Callaghan, of course, followed | couple of inches. | I GAA hurling. « Arrangements ' were|
in great footfalls, for John Flana-f At the second t‘anpuafh'el 3 et quickly completed and the team
gan won this title at three ._-(j,]ym'__er@mplgﬂ.Shlp me_.e..lrgg; 11th. = Dan sailed on the “Wisconsin” on Sep-
pics running—1900 at Paris, whilst|Ballsbridge on Sep 'of titles—the tember  16th, fifty-one  strong,
1804 at St. Louis, and 1908 at Lon-|Shanahan won a pair ok 1tes—-- nd ! ost of whem never set eyes on
Won Mwl;} Metran followed, -.é'nd-sl;oxgp juglgﬁiﬁdh&c?érgg , O%i.eﬁlsng?e& -theT'?; native shores again, °~ .
won in 1912 at Stockholm, whilst[JUmp. Fatl G A N tne party included the fol ine
Paddy.  he Olympic|boro, retained the high jump title| py, e, Ot Y, o ded the following

2 Ryan took | . o g cenr— Mick | . Daly, |
lourels at Antwerp in 1920 Tootell Be won the previos  vesr MicK| of Dromin: Willie Keal Pallas; |
- of the 1.S.A. broke the JFrish se.|Connery being seceon Ll o Ve Dan  Sha ack »Carth

L the U.S.A. broke .the Frish Se-i ¢ 5 ff & ins. In a confined run-| an - Shanahan, Jack MeCarthy,

quence in 1924 -put QWCallaghan!ot o et oy event | Michael and Jack Connery, of Kil-|
recaptured it 'at the following ning hop step and o 14 oVent! finane. The three latter were also
Games. =~~~ - ~| Connery won at 45 ft. 43 ins. ‘members of the hurling team, being
| _At-.ld Lofs KAngelﬁis-, HEamon Fitz-| A THREE-DAY FIXTURE. %iitai)che% Téx -d%h,e Staker Wallace
geraid, ol Kerry, teok fourth place| mpe Limerick G.A.A. and LC.A.{ Club. D. Godfrey, of Murroe, also]|
in Dan Shanahan’s old event, the spTJE&Léﬁ}ﬁ?n%ncedAﬁn 'f_’s_%pte_;mber travelled as a hurler. |
hop, step and jump, and might well| 14th, and continued for three days,| Wherever the ‘Invaders” went,
have won but for an injury received| peing -divided into seetiong : (1)ifrom the day they landed at New
during training, his jump of 49 ft.| Athletics, (2) hurling, footbali and; York until the departure of those!
i ing. being the best he had ever|tug-o-war, (3) band contests. Jack|Who returned home, they met with |
done, and on six occasiens figures| Connery won .the pole jump - (8ft.|the most enthusiastie receptions.
well under that distance captured|9iins.), and was second to Shana-| They were feted by Irish Societies '
the Olympic: crown. Ireland's|han in the “hop” (43ft.), while Mick'| in every town they vigited. .
fourth representative, Michael| won:the high jump at 5ft. 63ins, a! In DBoston the enfire company
Murphy, of Clare, led.the field for|success he. repeated. . ‘at . Aherlow|was paraded in, carriages through|
the first lap of the'two mile steeple-} Sports on November 11th. = . {the -principal streets, headed by
- chase, over  three-feet hurdles,] c ' bands, and at the grounds after-|
| wards the teams were virtually|

twelve-feet  water . jumbps, - hedges R hie o
mobhed by the big crowd present. |

and ' feneces—the mogt strenuous | - I .
‘event of the Games, He was second The hurling exhibition created a|
veritable hurricane of excitement!

~ in the second lap, and carried on . | - 0f exci 5
courageously under®a pitiless - sufi{hop, step and jump (45ft. 1lins). and applause. The very sight of]
until he collapsed in the last lap.- | Other results during this. season|the old ashen hurleys seemed to!
The remarkable success of . the|were : Kilmallock, August 15th —
Iri;_shi ﬁt tﬁos ]Ang?le‘f% a.l,a,r-?e% pooriHigh J vampﬂvgqnj byk MéCk Connerys
old “ Mether England,” and she im-{ 1)) yards flat, Jack Connery, sec- — -
-mgdiately set "a-l%out_ devising- w&ys_',__'@nd.w Limerick G.A.A., September HURLEY AND WEEP,
- and means of keeping the tricolour llth-~Pole junip, Jack Connery, 8ft. I remember the 'late Pat Davin

- out_of future Qlympics, -How well 8ins, won; hop, step and jump,telling us one day in Carrick-on-

f

~ Jack Connery was to the fore a

the L.A.A. & B.C. meeting, of June
' 8th, 1887, winning the long jump|
{ (21ft, 10zins) and:the pole vault]
- (9ft. 6ins.). Mick was second in the

ecall up memories of bygone days,
THREE OLD LADIES KISS |




