. City.

OWN at Bruree "
‘reminded of one of the best all

‘round men—Bob Coll, of Dromin—
the world ever produced.” Bob Coll

was my ideal as an athlete. I
remember as a little lad his great
“jumping feats at Kilfinane sports. I

remember his running that -same
yeéar at Kilmallock, and so electri-
- fled was I with that wonderful man

that it was to see him compete I

“made my first journey to Limerick
Here he cleaned out the pro-
j,gremme with
.couple of events that were won by

T. M. Malone, that all round cham- |

":_:pmn of the seventles and eighties.
" I have often stated that if there had
been a governing body for athletics

~in Ireland then, that world’s yecords.|

" made by~ .Bob Coll would he still
i.‘sta,ndlng ‘0 his eredit,”

I eeuld not give
duction to the subject of my sketeh |
‘this week. Bob Coll, as he was|
familiarly known, was born  at
Maidstown Castle, Dromin,
year 1854, and was edueezted at
Wekzr’s Collegé, The Crescent lee-
rie

CLUB.

In the eerly seventies hé founded|
--=--'the Dromin Football Club, under a |
- code of rules similar te thoee of the

"Rughby Union, and later on was one

_'-.ef the first in leerlek County to

give his wholehearted support to
the Gaelic Athletic Assogiation,
‘Dromin, claiined to be the - only]

) perlsh in the world eedicated tot}
- the Blessed Trinity, boasts a con-}:
dating|

“nection with the GLALA.
._'_frem the feundetlen, ye'a;r-——1884
,."I_'_They played under the earliest
(aelic rules, with a twenty-one
--aside team, on a ﬁeld 175 yards by|
- 45 vards.

- Some of the matchee are still
discussed in the parlsh particularly |

the time they played the famous}|
‘Knockane team to a draw on two!

occasions in Kilfinane. On the third}
- meeting Dromin beat them by a|
goal, after a gruellmg hour and a|
half’s feetbell
“with snow.

‘Dromin alee played in F’edemere
- Bruff, Kilmallock, Ballyagran, Kile |
- ﬁnny, Eilton, Bulgeden Athlaleces,,|
- efc.,, and won every metch——-hurhng
and football.

CROSS-)C‘()UN TRY TEAM.

" Beb Coll also founded a cross-|
eeuntry tear, which wor On every|
~occasion and heiped in  building|
 the tradition which credits Dromin
- with having produced the finest
body of men in Ireland, as was
_proved by their success in many|

~flelds and in all forms of athletics
- —hurling, footbhall bewlmg, ball-
playing, etc.

Tt will be ebserved thet Bob Coli

was born almost .a - century  ago
and he wag in hig athletic hey-day

~well before we had properly organ-|
and anything like|

ised meetings
- ¢correct recordmgs of - the. ve,neue
events.

“'Dr. Ned Walsh has left in his.

‘memoirs the following reference:.—
¢ Although it takes me back about a
'decade before -the men flourished
‘concerning whose performances I

“feel able to speak of I cannot passi

‘over the appeal to my memory and
conscience to. mention Rebert Coll,
of Fanstown., He was an all reund

athlete of the highest order. A good

~gprinter, who had the means to
train, what  others less lucky were |
deprwedl of, he-could do a quartier

"in fifty seconds. and the furlong wIefll a
e |

“was an excellent jumper, and could |

Jinside. twenty-three seeonds..
~put the 16 1bs. shot forty-four to |
forty-five  feet. Now, these per-|
- formances-at a time which may be
called the infancy and cradle of |
cathletics,  well before the G.A.A.
came - mte existence, ‘must” be con-

- sidered excellent. In those days the]

‘name of Bob Coll was a household |}
“word throughout Limerick, and an
~inspiration to the rising yeuthe who !

Were ell 1mb1bed Wl‘th the splrlt of hee.lthy bey 15 a clee,n beyﬂ, _e,nd

a better mtre- -

in the

1

wrote that
great judge of an athlete, ‘the_'
'late Frank B. Dinneen: % You are )

| agility and strength as displayed by

h

pattern.”

NEW COI\IET IN HEAVENS OF
the exception of al’

thing
the matter with his’ nephew, Larr
Roche, who gave me all the data he
-could find, mighty little as it proved, |
Ibut accompanied by the key that|]
unTe{cked the mystery door.

I any
iuncle’s deeds,
frlend P. J. Ree. "

lost ne time i seem the late Mr.
‘Rea that etoreheuee ef Lm}erlch
Tathletic memomes and thrs is what

" EWNDED DROMIN FOOTBALL ;

heavens of athletics with the arrival
eé‘ Bob Coll, of the Castle of Maid-
gtone.

- eel:eurs for the Begboys refused to

|‘*‘*'uf

{the mest 18 years, Robert Coll be-
gan relaxing his muscles with a|

| honest e,nd hesplte,ble name of}

and the Moroneys fell into line with |
the Clerys,
Donegan, and William ‘ Henry’

echpsed and the fields

eountry s pride,
treyed can never be supphed’

on = feld  covered | PARLY ATHLETIC PRACTICES

and having received a good educa-
tioti and a careful parental over-|

upon  little Tomimie ’O’Deneghue,
who lived near Kilmallock,
who, by the way, became an idealj.

Pe.dd
-O’Denoghue the three musketeers

real eernest

yards, 1eavmg hlS ‘sparring partner
and his ‘grinder’ two elee.n yvards

‘Bob G@l

athletics to. emulate those feats of

and

this - great. man ' at eperte

-ATHLETICS, .

Anmous to discover more about|
‘Bob Coll, and unable to find ahy-
in the record books, I took up

It was contained in the eenf:engei 5
living man can recall my |
~it is  our mutual |
Accordin gly, I

"‘ﬁe told me;i—
“A hew Gomeét wae bem in the

£ faney

. “The other brave men of the
race of Birbelg had taken to the

carry the hampers for bad land-lg
ords when they could edrry g rifle
o1 Ireland of the Irish. The
Sheehys, the O'Neills, the Mortélls

and Owen
was
out récruiting for the young  blood |
of the Milesians.

thietics in every grade were
of the
united pariehlee were . deserted—|
‘but  a bold peasantry, their
wheén oOhce des-

Gubbins

“Young Coll grew up by degrees

heulmg, was copsidered to be~~by
the neighbours—‘a nice cut of a
‘boy.!, At the early age of 17, or at

from Dromin would try feats of
strength with the local boys, and

tests of endurance were inflicted

and

f romm

(By SEAMUS O CEALLAIGH )

the-

1851 wotld be the |
year, and he had a thirteén vear

handieap frorm thé Fenian stmg Coll

for g
old

where

clean boy
athlete,

“Jamsie heard of young Coll endg

they both w

pins and needles,
meetmgi came about at

| the sports of Hospital some time

fand: this

‘in 1875. Ther

'in the sprints, and even the Ard-
‘namoher flier, Dick Deedy, dr epped
Y iout before the

Bob Coll
Jim Canty

with the timing, and as both were
 craftsmen and fine spirited sports-
men, they resolved to gettle 1t at]
Tipperayy where they eeuld
clude Joe Gubbins. They were now

only short Jack Purcell to make|ing jumps, clearing 38ft. Bins. in|
up a. guartet of lightning flashes. | the latter event. - |
“Between  the Hogpital fixture| In thoge early days, of course, ;.-

and that of Tip
Henry Street :ﬁeld at the rere of
eldJ Workheuee,
‘about three months,
Coll went into a perfect syetem ‘of
raining’ on the strict prlnelples of
Bton, Harvard and Oxford.
discarded the
tumble methods. of the mo erns for
the pungent,
the anciénts., He began by’ ‘weermg
two-ineh belt about hig l6ins,
had a trot after an old
three-mile Hmit,
‘themu ghbred’ %
was made ef flour and  oatmmes]l,
with a water golution of a tem-
perature of sixty degrees; and thisi
tonic, he eald Was %
giving you wind

“A MASTER INSTRUCTOR

in & word,
locality for a radiug of thriee mﬂes,"
ia. new animal creation, He
n
giate
young men.
creed” or ¢lan,
eliminate the farmer's boy.

differentiated  between hlp
musclé vaulting, and
expedle‘nt

?exe,mplee, and from him Dan Car-|
roll and Pat
"Walsh learned with acumen the|

“Robert,

celle cting
‘and

‘pair of dumb-bells, and by carrying }ideal art. g sideg; |

8728 1bs. weight in each hand, found| “The boy ethlete now de-| He was a first-class emateur'

& sgpecial delight’ in eprmtmg dis-| veloped into a master  instructor,ibcxer and hsandball player and a

tances from fifty to seventy-five|and with the cultural phase of phy-| ltleading exponent of Irish step

yards, and this physical drill he|gieal drill he sassociated the grand| dancing., In later years he ge,ve'

entitled bufldmg the calves.) ‘morale of anatomical calisthenics,| splendd public services as  Chair-
“During these practices our hero!lyntil Coll virtually became a starfman of Limerick County ‘Counecil,

- of the first magnitude. He detested|
‘drones. He wanted about his en-|
vironment mnoe hot house plants,
no summer heuse spalpeens. He
*wented ‘men 1n the makmg e,nd

is

. .

where hlq keen, sherp: e.nd deter=
mined eye beheld the groutid work |
 he dug the first sod.,  Bob would]
have made a greet ej;-‘-. -j"t.:)elmesterﬁ

RS
w 1] RN, N I, .
P T i .
.
L

Bob Coll fer the ﬁret tlme denned I
silk at Kilmallock, and in the
general entry - system took severel_g
of the. events, notably the three)
stendmg }umps puttmg the 16 1b.|
- shot, vaulting thé bar, and the 220
yds., open and cenﬂnee |

At the Limerick Amateur Athletie|
and Bicycle Club sports in 1878 he|
won the 440 yerde in b2 45 secs, |
‘and the 100 yards in 10.1-5 secs, At
the Queén’s Celﬂege (Cork) st erts- ;
He won the 16 1b. shot at 42 ft. 5 ins.
In Thurles he was successful in the|
‘long jump at' 22 ft. 10 ins, the 100|
|and 440 yards flat and was second |
in the 22{} yards ﬂet and the'

hurdles.

At Limerick the fellewmg year|.
he won the 100 yards, 440 yards¢.
and shot, and-at Kllﬁnane he was|
eUccessful in the 100 yards, 440}
yards, Iong jump and. three stand-| -

a neturally bern

ere like the proverbial
‘uritil they met,

re were several ‘heats’

‘flying Dutehman

W&SI at leggerheade

in-

sportg meetings were not as num-
erous as a few years later, whén
the establishment of @ the = G.A.A.J
breught a. greet change in the|
country. ‘But in Hospital, Mallow,|
Knecka,mey, Kﬂﬁnane, leermk |
- Bobjang Rathluire his' perfermancee )
rough and|were so marvelloys that, like “Mal-|
volio” in “Twelfth nght "  he
‘gehieved greatness,” and for a
few years thie name of Coll on the|
fathietic track wias not one to bel
ﬁl‘@adV&nFcenmred with. He won hig place]
‘and, like an{fn public esteemi, and the degree|
his bran mash| of “honour, candour, and justice|
EVv‘h:i‘(;,}g.} merked his _perfermences-
auring hig career was only e::-icellec‘ll

by the dignity, .decorum, and true|
he ﬁne art of f.benflemanly ‘virtues which hed.
*characterised h1s ancient ‘name in|
public life. | 1

GF '-EAT HORSEMAN ALSO ]
aring the 70s and early 80s he|
pmded*wee oneg of the most disting uaqhed-
‘about himy for colle- 'and fearless cross-country riders
cultural = advice the‘wﬁh the County Limerick Stag|
irrespective” of clews, | Hounds, of which the late John

nor did he efefﬁeubbms of Bruree, was:. Master.|
- HetHe also rode with Sir Davidl

‘and|Roche’s Croom Harriers, Captain
when - ahd {Stamer Gubbins' Harriers,. Knock-|
gave  manylsdiney, and Kilmallock and Bruree
Harriers : and his deeds of bril-|
liant hersemansmp are still spoken

perary in - the “old

wouid . be
and Rebert

‘cast iron regime of i

gave “his n

Nunan and young Ned
of at many County leerick fire-

'where he could vault over agenda
sheets as quickly and as ‘success-|
fully as he did over the be,r in the
‘athletlc world,

No 10—«-Dems Cerey of Kﬂﬁnene

‘half miler)
in o word, the pupil was beating
the master, and little Paddy Hen-
nESsY,. the expert National Teeeher,
e.me out to ‘vet’ Bob Cell. That
Wee gound 'in wind and limb
bhad to admit, and with|

put on togs for the first time in
‘Surprise of surprises,

Bob Coll cantered away in the 100

behind him.
“Thig event marked the dawn of,

Bob Coll's day in the large erena
of Irish athletics. -

“J AMSIE” CANTY

“Ieat me pause awhile. In the|
‘town of Hospital, and mnear the
fair field, a family -carrying  the|

Canty, lived, loved and thrived,
and out of Whl(:h was. conceived a
‘nice young fellow by the name on
the parish register ag = James,
called’ popularly ‘‘Jamsie.” Like
“he devoted much of h1s

spare memente to activity. A',

Lo

|



