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members of the First Diil signed over their aullworily to hard-core repul)li—
cans: the newly resurgent Irish Republican Army (IRA).

Now in her sixties, Mary was beginning to suffer a variety of illnesses
and was going blind due to cataracts. She had to reduce her politica] activ-
ity to writing furious letters to the newspapers. The mainstay in her frus-
trated life was Terence's now-teenaged claughi:er, Maire C)g, whom she
Iovingly reared after his death. Although she remained an unrepentant

repu})lican to the very end, her political activities continued to decrease
until her death at her Dublin home in the spring of 1942, She is buried in
Cork City, near her brother.

Kathleen Clarke

18781972

Revolutionary, senator and the first female lord mayor of Dublin

athleen Daly was born into a political fami.ly in Limerick in
1878. Her father, Edward, and his brother, John, were active
Fenians and had both served time in prison. When Edward

died, aged only forty-one, Uncle John cared for Kathleen and her nine sib-
lings. With his history in the Irish Republican Brotherhood (IRB) and his
experiences in the notorious Portland ]ai], he was a major political influ-
ence on the family. When he was voted mayor of Limerick in 1899, one of

his first acts was to remove the royal coat of arms from the wall of Limerick
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Kathleen’s Biograpllcr and grand—niece, Helen Litton, describes her
relative as '£0rlllrig11t, oul.‘spoleen and passionate, with a sing]c-mimled
commitment to one idea above all others’. Kathleen herself said her {amily
occasionauy described her as pig—llea[led. She certainly demonstrated an
indcpenden{; streak at the age of eiglitcen when she started and ran a suc-
cessful clressmaleing business I)y llerself, re[using to go into the [amily
l)aleery because she did not wish to be ‘under’ her older sisters. Later she
would manage her courtsllip and marriage in a similarly stubborn manner.

At the age of twently-one, Kathleen met and fell in love with the {or’fy—
year-o](] Tllonlas] Clarlae, a Fenian who had just completecl a [if‘teen-ycar
stretch in Portland Jail for “Treason-Felony’. He was a member of the old
IRB am], 11aving lived much of his life in the USA, had become a lzcy
member of Clan na Gael, an Irish-American pro-iudependcnce organisa-
tion. Tom was a wc”-respectecl revolutionary, lmt, accor(ling to the Dalys,
not much of a catch for Katilleen, ]Jeixlg 'relatively old and completely
penniless. Kathleen ignored all opposition. She went to New York in 1901
to be with Tom, and married him the day after she got there. Their first son
was born in 1902, followed l)y two more ])oys in 1908 and 1910
respectivcly. i

The Clarkes were passionately committed to the ideal of Irish independ—
ence. In New York they joined Clan na Gael, the Gaelic Society and the
Irish Volunteers, and ran a newspaper, the Gaelic American. Tlley raised
funds and planned for the future. After six years of store»leeeping and
market—gar&ening puuctua’ced I)y aclive politics, tlley returned to Dublin in
1907 to realise their dream.

The Clarkes considered their fellow countrymen and women in Edward-
ian Dublin to be apathetic about the struggle {or self—determination, and
they threw themselves into the task of sllalzing tl'lings up. Tlley started a
]Joolaslmp in Amiens Street and, later, one in Parnell Street, which became

popular nationalist haunts. Tom started another newspaper, [ rish Freedom,
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and set up the militaristic Irish Volunteers, which Kathleen’s only ])rother,
Ned, immcdiatc]y juincd. Kathleen was a founder member of Cumann na
mBan in 1914. The Volunteers courted controversy from the outset I)y
refusing to kow-tow to the Irish Parliamentary Party (led by Charles
Stewart Parnell’s successor, JOIIII Rcdmond), on the grounds that tlley
were too Closel_v aligued with the Establishment at Westminster, whose
aut}lority the Volunteers refused to recognise. Kathleen courted contro-
versy of her own when, under her presidency, Cumann na mBan ran [irst-
aid classes and rifle practice — not activities in which the chauvinistic
Volunteers wanted to see their women engage(l. In this way the years went
by in a whirr of subversive activity until that fateful day: Monday, 24 April
1916.

Some time before the Easter Rising in Dublin, the Supreme Council of
the IRB had placc(l Kathleen in a position of special responsibility. In the
event of the arrest and/or death of the leaders, it would be her job to pass on
their plans and decisions to lzey men all over the country so that their
network of intelligence would not Coﬂapse. Tllerefore, she had to be lzep't
informed of all the decisions made ]Jy the Council, memorise all the rele-
vant personnel and avoid imprisonment. She was also respousible for the
welfare of the Volunteers’ families should any'thiug l1appen to their
menfolk.

When Tom set out on the morning of Easter Monclay, Kathleen knew
that it was quite possible she would never see him again. By the end of
Easter Week she knew that he and his comrades had surrendered and i:llat,
as the first signatory on the Proclamation of In({ependence, Tom would be
among the first to be executed. She was rigllt: Tom Clarke was shot dead l)y
a {'iring squacl on Weclncstlay, 3 May, and Kathleen’s lJrotIJer, Ned Daly,
was shot on Tlnlrsday, 4 May. Sllortly afterwarcls, Kathleen lost the baljy
she had been expecting.

Demonsl:xating what Constance Markievicz later called ‘a hero's sou]’,
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Kathleen focussed determinec“y on the work that had been assigned to her
I)y her husband. By the end of the first week following the executions, she
had established the Irish Volunteers’ Depen(lanls’ Fund, which [inancia”y
supported families of dead and imprisone(l Volunteers.

In 1917 Kall}leen was elcctcd to tl1e Sinn Féin execulive umler Eamon
de Valera. In 1918, alter two years of l-Jcing coutinua]ly watched and
followed l)y ‘G-men’, she was arrested as part of a round—up of Sinn Féin
activists and jaile(l in Houoway Women's Prison, north London. Sllaring
her imprisonment were Counless Constance Markievicz and Madame
Maud Gonne MacBride.

Kathleen's attitude to the two aristocratic revolutionaries was mixed.
Sometlling of an inverted snul), she did not care for their imclegmumls.
TIley came from the 'Englisll elc]tmnt', as she called it, while she felt hersell
to be ‘purely Irish’. In addition, little Mrs Clarke” found herself ]Jeiug
paf:ronisccl relent]cssly l)y the ladies who had a much 11igller pro[i[e than
she. Maud Gonne was released early, but Kathleen and the Countess con-
tinued a combustible inmate relationship; the tactless Constance seemed
to {01'ge‘: the role Kathleen had playe(l and how }xeavy her losses had been.
Dcspite their constant ljiclzering, lmwevet, the two revolutionaries
remained close, and after their release in early 1919, Kathleen pmvi(led the
homeless Countess with somewhere to live.

The Lloocly years of 1919-1921 saw the War of ln(lependence raging
unuon‘cmlla})ly. Martial law was (lec}aretl, there were curfews across the
country, mercenaries known as Black and Tans were slﬁpped in to intimi-
date the populace, and repu})licans were on the run. The Black and Tans
(named for the colour of their uniform) were untrained, unclisciplined and
(leeply unpopular, and did much to turn pul)]ic opinion in favour of the
rebels. Kathleen herself was lzept under surveillance Ly cletectives, and her
house and her mother’s house in Limerick were continua“y raided l')y the

army. Tllings took a turn for the worse in 1920 when the army demolished



Kaihleen’s mother's l'musc', burnt the contents and beat up her mother and
sisters who were living there. Despite this continual llarassment, Kathleen
remained politica”y active, ati:encliug Sinn Féin meetings and slleltering
rebels. During the War of lntlependence, the repulalicans set up judicial
courts to supplant those run ]3y the British administration. Kathleen
became cllairperson of the north Dublin juc]iciary, and then president of
the Court of Conscience and the Children’s Court.

In July 1921 a truce was called. Five months later, Michael Collins and
his five colleagues signed the Anglo—lrish Treaty, which partitioned
Ireland, and by early the fouowing year civil war was raging between anti-
and pro-Treaty factions. Kathleen was a hard-line repul:)lican and vocifer-
ously anti-Treaty; she believed that acceptance of it l)etrayed the ideals for
which her hus]')and, brother and others had died. She continued to be
harassed I)y the military — but this time the military were her own country-
men in the Irish Free State Army.

In 1926 Kathleen joined Eamon de Valera when he broke away [rom
Sinn Féin and formed the Fianna Fiil party. ]deologically she also moved
from the military to the political, reasoning that the people had had enough
of war and that Changing policy was acceptable so long as the ol)jective
remained the same. But the election in September 1927 saw her defeated
by a Cumann na nGaedheal candidate in north Dublin, thus ending her
brief career as a TD.

Instead, Kathleen was nominated a member of the Senate, where she
served until its abolition in 1936. It was her only pai(.l ]O}J in politics.
Throughout the 19305 she became less and less enamoured of Fianna
Fail, even ’clmugll she remained a member of its executive. She was pu})licly
critical of many of the party’s policies — particularly of the 1937 Constitu-
tion and its treatment of women, which she and Hanna Sheehy S]:zeﬁing-
ton loutﬂy condemned. 3

In 1939 Kathleen was still a member of the Fianna Fiil executive and a
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Fianna Fail member of Dublin Corpurﬂtiou. In June of that year her name
was put forward to stand as lord mayor of Dublin, and she was won the
majority vole: she was the first woman to be elected to the office. Her first
action was reminiscent of her Uncle Jolm's priorities as mayor of Limerick
{‘orty years previously: out went the many portraits ol British royalty,
including an enormous one of Queen Victoria llerself; out too went other
‘colonial trappings’, such as the previous lord mayor's English—made chain
of o{:ﬁce, which she replaced with an Irish-made cllain; in came the Clarke
family crest, which [eatured the first motto in Irish to be seen in the Man-
sion House. Kathleen was the incumbent Lluring the ])eginning of World
War II and supported Irish neutrality. She did not support IRA bombing
in England (luring wartime, but opposed the imprisonment of IRA mem-
bers by de Valera’s government. When her term as mayor was up in 1941,
she resignecl from pul)lic life. She resigned from Fianna Fail in disaffec-
tion in 1943. '

Kathleen spent the 1940s on the boards of various hospitals and main-
taining the graves of the nationalist dead. She tried unauccessfuny to stand
for election to the ‘Da’,il in 1948. In 1965 she moved to Liverpool to live
with her youngest gon, Emmet, andin 1 966 she received an lloxlorary doc-
torate from the National University of Ireland. A_ltlmugll she suffered ill
health all her life, Kathleen Clarke lived to the age of ninety-four. She was
given a State funeral in Dublin and is buried at Dean’s Grange cemetery,

Du]a].in.
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