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the sector overall will see €475m
cut.

Joint policing committee chair-
man Clir Michael Hourigan said
he would be very concerned about
cutbacks in front-line gardai.

“I pelieve it is important to have
the presence of gardai in your
area. I would ha“‘ to see the garda
footfall coming off the street. The
presence of uniform has a signifi-
cant impact on communities,” the
?ine Gael councillor said.

Labour’s Tom Shortt believes
m< p”*y presence in govern-
rm-a&‘ secured the mamte nance

lslnb Ty «

iaprivaﬂaw,” he said. While Mary
Street survived closure garda sta-
tions in Doon and Shanagolden are

a
to close in 2012

Mary Street Garda Station is to survive, Clir Michael Hourigan {top right)
expressed concerns at staff cutbacks, Clir Tom Shortt believes Labour's
influence helped maintain scclal welfare payments.
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ody of the 48-
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When he w sfo*"maﬂva raigned
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The trial was due fo begin

on Tuesday before a jury of 10 men
and two women.

Lontinued from page 1

statutory agencies who do rec-
ognise that this project can de-
liver significant regeneration and
gmw*:h in the city centre.

“I think if the Department of
Environment can spend €12.5m
buying the site for the Cpera Cen-
tre, only a guarter of that will
turn this cinema inte a functional
space, which would open the doors
for cinema goers, education, me-
dia training and more.”

Mr Patten confirmed there is
encugh meney already to bring if
to the planning stage: “We have
been sending out letters o private
investors and public bodies. This
will see the whole area uplifted.”

While the initial plans will see

the old cinema space redeveloned,
there is an option in future fo ex-
pand info the old social welfare of
fice, which neighbours the site.

Former UL lecturer Dave Burns
is 3150 invelved with the project
and said the J‘ ema would be “run
commercially’

“We may not get all the i nrct run
films that would be comingout, but
we would aim fo be showing main-
stream films and foreign films,
explained.

Mr Pation said talks were “ongo-
ing” with private investors, whils
the Fresh Film Festival had ex-
pressed an interest in locating in
the centre.

DO LIMERICK PEQPLE WANT
ANOTHER CINEMA? SEE VIEWS
FROM THE CITY, PAGE &



