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The qudlity of film in the college
vus far removed from the days of
the first showings in the hall of
Coolcappa. The priest with th
handsome leatures and the b
xpression was an expert on the
movie, a5 he called it. He ha
couple of cronies from out the toy
who shared a similiar inferest
this
new celluloid world, and the three
hovered behind the projector at
the end of the gymnasinm like
expert scientists watching a con:
at Cape Kennedy. One was a ¢
dealer of great standing in the
community, the other a merchant
prince, To your knowledge neither
had gone to the college, hut had
been drawn to it in later life. There
wasn’t a youngster in the college
wasn’t glad that it was so. L
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interest in the way the audien
reacted to the showings. Up at th
very front, a few feet from the
screen, were those whose years and
status in the college merited only
the front'seats. You were there and
a young man from the shores of the
Si::unmm and another from a
provincial town in-the heartland of
Tipperary. You and the others who
shared those seats were the
romantics and the day-dreamers;
you would be whisked away in the
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background or prowess, either
aesthetically or academically. The
middle was the place to be, but, for
you and the others like you, others
were welcome to their position.
You wanted pirate ships and
galloping ‘chargers, homn
honesi cowboys or sherifl
integrity.

In the middle there were other
wants. To those down there, the
film was useless unless there was a
womanor two to be seen and a
romantic interest to be viewed and
conjectured upon. You would h
the noises that emanated from
there as the film progressed and
when the nice Mir. Chips kissed his

ar

* bride-to-be, or Jean Harlow

looked with suliry eyes that had
intent written all over them, there
came a chorns of oohs and ahhs
from the middle band.
Sometimes when the chorus rose
above decent proportions, or
someone couldn’t vent his feeling

was his undoing
manoeuvres, and
who

I'hey came on
alas Bonzo,
have been colour
blind, could not distinguish bet
ween soldiers and Civie Guards
! as total confusion. He
| the alarm at all

must

ult

(S
ould

the day and night.

v 'S CUStOMETS were soon
tury Y onervous  wreeks
Muny began to suffer from
heartburn i indigestion,

Neighbeurheod dogs faithiully
ed Banzo's warnings so that
the town was rarely without a

feit pf canine choristers
was withdrawn from out-
SErvIce ar pent the clos

cars of his life in Twomey’s
where he supervised
ngs and goings of
hens who, it
aying, laid as they r

TOM NESTOR

without automatically whistling,
he lights were suddenly switched
d the benign priest was

ced with embarrassment and
set-faced with anger. And it spoiled
it all for those of us who would
inherit that middle band of status.
In later years, when the mechanics
of the equipment and the
knowledge of the movie deepened,
il those picces were tastefully
crased.

The equipment would break
down when the lady was lowering
her face to the hero of the day.
BSometimes there was just a blur
where there should have been a
clinch, sometimies nothing, just a
flash of white and a mechanical
movement from the nice priesi who
knew bloody well there was
nothing wrong with the equipment.
But in those early years, you were
just as pleased when the blur
showed or the film jumped as if
alive. All those were merely
distractions to the story, and none
cansed more distractions than the
all-suffering women who hovered
in the background, and every now
and then threatened to interfere
with the action.

You developed a great affinity
for the Marx Brothers while you
were in that school. Above all the
others, perhaps they provided the
greatest escapism of all. There is
nothing so effective than laughter
amid misery, and whenever the
Marx Brothers came to the
gymnasinm, you could feel your
heart lifting. Lifting more than
Jean Harlow could ever do in those
years.
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