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LYRIC: One escape Iocke.

and so hefore Lhe start of the

but was always open  until

OUR VIONEY HAS

ARNING POWER,
WTIT TO WORK!
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Just how safe

LEADER PROBE BY BILLY KELLY

wHEN YOU attend the cinema do you ever think a r
about your chances of getting out in the event
of a fire?

After visig i
rick ciniemas I am in agree-

¢ * i J,
ment  with the aeting Fife :
Chief, Mr. Thady MeclInerney,
that there are adequate pre-

cautions taken to prevent .a
fire "disaster in all of the
cinems L

But, while they have enough
exils, no cinema had all the

exits open and properly IJit ?

exit signs—as required by the | ”

Fire Chief—-when I called. .
Therg are no deflnite laws

ag .lo 'lhe fire precautions
which must be taken. Il is
the recommendations of the
Fire Chief which must he met.

Exits

He shys that no exits or  jn the lighting of the exit their fire precautions.

ing the five Lime-

PHOTOGRAPHS: JOHN F. WRIGHT

jpassany way may be hlocked, signs downstairs. The slips, in conforming to

The dpors must not be locked One day, shortly after a the specifications of the Fire
and the exits must be properly show began, the downslairs Chief, were explainable (or
markoed, emergency exit was locked. denied).

My, Melnerney visita the This was because the person In‘each cinema there was
cinemas every so often to see responsible for opening it had somebody whose job it was 10
thal everything is in order. not got around fo it, see that the exils were open

in H:T: Sayoy cinema, during for performances.
ione of [my visgits. one escape SI' But each cinema was at
was lacked, with the exit i IpPS some slage in some way nol
light still working. All cinema managements fully earrying out the ucting

Even| though this escape were v

was nol needed and those at-
tending. the cinema would
have hden able to get out with
the greatest of ease in the
event of a fire, the require-
ments do include that no exit
may he locked.

On a| second visit all exits
'were ih perfect order.

Mr. John Likely, general
manager, said he would accept
that the exit mentioned was
locked but that it should not
have been. '

He expressed confidence
that the Savoy was perfectly
safe for patrons.

Checked

He tolg me how each day
all the escapes were checked
and theg jnspection was en-
lvred in & fire book--and
signed by the usher
Each, week the rnianager
checks the escapes an| signs
the book -himself.

Mr. Jim Larkin, manager
of the Lyrie Cinema. told g,
that their emergney  exits.
were delinitely  apen during
performanc
He said: "I am ullra con-
scious aboutl fire precantions:"
He stressed that he was al-
ways wvery strict that these
were ful operational
However, on one occasion
when I jvisited the cinema one
escape was locked.

An esyamination of the door
showed |a pidlock and chain
which would prevent it being
opened.| This was during a
perfarmance

Later)] Mr, Larkin denied
this absolutely.

He said the door in question
had been broken by vandals

Iy concerned about Fire Chief's recommendations,

o

Alm had to be kepl locked

after the final show. ?

Disagreed

Owverall the cinema was well
equipped to deal with a fire
Mro Larkin did  not agree
that an esciape  had  ever
hren locked and said that at
all timés the public was per-
fectly sufe in the Lyric,
The Grand Ceniral and Carl-
ton dil not hay the =ame
number of fire escapes as the
other two mentioned
But the provisions were
enolgh and the acting Fire
Chiel said all the Limerick
cinemas had proper emer-
gency exit facilities.
All the exits in these houses
were open but little care was

Eiven to lighting the exit ik Sommne s PRMPAA W b
§igns S o e
i Haad v e cveless GRAND CENTRAL: Unlit exit signs.

puthy

Ic vanr nama Varanira?

LIMERICK, LEADER, SATURDAY, MARCH 10, 1973

So

gei
we

MR.
lock, wi
as a so
on. his 1
mallock

Introdi
M. Pov
said  thy
pleasure
on hehal
welcome
William
was con|

}

WAS A s(
solicitor
before hi
was appe
he had r
tion, und
will fron
hearly w
Supt,
D.CC, a
come o
suitably

S

Al a 1
Western
vice-cl

death of
Dr. Nash
wife. The
bers pres
srelves wi




