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front page of the Chron-
icle was more interested
in advertisements than
headline news. Enter-
tainment took pride of place with
the many city cinemas highlighting
their main feature for the week.

Earl Connolly was the entertain-
ment columnist with the Leader

from 1937 until he retired in 1992; his
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reviews were a vital read for the dis-
cerning dancer and cinemagoer.

The early cinemas did not only
show movies but were theatres, con-
cert halls and dance venues. In May
1897, the first moving pictures were
shown in the Theatre Royal, Henry
Street.

This theatre as with so many of
the early cinemas in Limerick was
destroyed by fire in 1922, Another of
these was the Abbey Kinema,
George’s Quay destroyed in 1930.

The cinemas named on the Feb-
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Use

ruary 29, 1940 issue of the Chronicle
were the Grand Central, the Lyrie,
the Savoy, The Coliseum and the
Athenaeum. The most well-known
of the Limerick cinemas was the
Savoy, Bedford Row, It first opened
in 1935, closed as a cinema in 1974
and was demolished in 1989.

Also on Bedford Row was the
Grand Central which opened in a
Primitive = Wesleyan Methodist
church in 1922.

It was renamed Central Studios in
1973 before closing in 1990.
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When what is on in the pictures - took the front page

Soon after this it reopened as the
Savoy 2, closed its doors in 2005,

The Athenaeum, Cecil Street
began showing film reels on a reg-
ular bases in 1912.

In 1947, it closed for refurbish-
ments and reopened as the Royal
Cinema this closed in 1985. The Coli-
seum housed in the Belltable Arts
Centre, O'Connell Street. It ran
between 1917 and 1952. The Lyric,
Glentworth  Street, based in
Havergal Hall; it opened in 1924 and
closed in 19786.



