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‘SQUARE’ DEFENDED
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Consultanta explain thinking behind new:'f,ci’ry council chamber
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BYLEADER REPORTER ' ' B "Being partially under the

| | public gallery, any distracting
sounds emerging from that
area would, we hope, be cul
| off from the Press.
J “Mr.. Moroney advocates a
¢ cireular layoul to include coun-
cillors and o&fficials. :
: “We “ried this idea 'at an
; early stage, and it does not
. work well for the following.
+ reasons: firstly., wvou. ecannol

THE consultants who

- recently reported on
Limerick’s new City Hall
this week defended their
outline layout for the

council chamber.,
Limerick Leader reporter, ;
IMaddy Moroney,, in an article |

expand a circle (our square

BY .1 plan  has two ‘open-ended’
last weeck, eritigised the pro- T ? sides to accommodate a later
posed seatihg plan (repro- - . enlarged Council, dotted in on
duced on the 1‘1gh1:}. ' ' ; our drawing); secondly, the

He Jfﬂund main "flaws'; - room ba-::m:nnﬂ very largg as
@ CORPORATION officials | the circumference of the cirele
E;:intﬂiaﬂ;%m%trr:hﬂwl?acfvhﬁ ?g i must }:;r largg enough io ae-

s 0 ule L : =P 1-
have to turn to 'ﬂummunicate D‘*. """" O j g?ﬁ:‘-ﬁm i m_hmb and ol
with 1'.1.121':11, - 2 S = i “This, in tyrn, means that

@ LULN-:L.[{;. members  do ﬂ. i - . there is an uhdesirably large
nol. fau:*:wi.lw: Press, = i - distance betyween specakers,
.1, ]h%Wh thrujffl:rLers:j A 1':; :. = = - and militates |agalnst the in-
seatec tnea ¢ rdee o o e o ' timale atmosphere which we
the public gallary and, there- : - . w} 3 [ felt was appropriale.
fore, exposced to falling oh- | a .:;;‘f o . “"Furthermore, a cirenlar
jects, & i o ¢ room  creates acousltic prob-
| ';.','. ;4 o i lems, and a |larger chamber
| s L P i5 e expensive,
Problems & . 2 SRR S
: ' I. @0 , e i
_ | & i
Mr. Brian Hogan, on he- , ) . + I O" er rlng-
half of the «Bnsultants — g
I'*-f[essrs. T:rmialld .f-.}ugan hHur— ' "Kinally, to locate the plib-
ey, architects, " of Dublin—

lic-on an ouler Fing—-as sug-

~ said this weoek:-- )I'mtﬁfl hy Mr. Moroney —would
)

“"Mr. Moroney has aceu- |
rately identilicd some of the
problems involved in arriving
At a good arrangement for
the chamhber,

"Wre fake his eriticisms as
seriously  intended, however
witiily expressad.

Increase Lhe sive of {he chanm-
_ er even  more, and would
i cause  intolerable distraction
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fo the members' deliberations.
The publie, we helieve, might
- feel inhibited in coming and
J going freely if their seating
- dormed part of the central
“It seemed Important (o ug | discussion area.
that the chamber should be a

! ;o i ' “As the architects respon-
. Tairly intimate ﬁpacé:i. lo en- | The 'E'E&t'ling E'laﬂ* sible for advising Limerick
courage genuine sg¢ussion L

rather than formal polemics. | inin the chamber helow.

i Corparation on this project,
“In any event,! the small we  welcome Informed com-

“If the room is reasonably . .""The seating for Coropration central space is ‘Better occeu-! ment--like Mr. Moroney's—on
- small, microphones will notl ° othcials will net always bhe pied by a tuble on which 1he Aany aspect of our proposals,
be required. occupled fully: however oss- mace may be placed, or on| ‘which arc. of course, tolally
CFurthermore, the chamber ential their presence iy, they [

whith plans or models under subject 1o the approval of the
is mot always fully occupied, | are seecondary in importance discussion may bo shown in Corporation,
and emply seals tend 1o have (in this room) 1o ‘the clected full i view. . | “Having done {he-joh we
a dampening effect. - representatives, - “We think that: the Presy,|

4 weaere appointed to do, any evi-
"For these reasons Lhe . The Press, who'are always on slightly raised seating fac-! dence of public interest in this
council seating i5 arranged in i essential, have herptofore been ing | the Mayor, will have a important building is gratify-
a4 square to reduce the dis- | located in the centre of the mudh better view of the pro-t  ing to us,
tance between members, and 1’007, ' ; ceedings and will have no “Your cily needs f new Clity
the public seating (rarely ‘Do they nol have to crane  problem in hearing every-f Hall; the more it i4 discussed
fMled) is located on a sloping their necks sometimes in that Lhi that transpires ‘n (he and considered, the better it
gallery  with good sightlines pu:ait.irml? : position we prdpode. is likely 1o he'".
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