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A brief look at a news item of
1880, as printed in the
Limerick Chronicle

On Friday morning last at
about 11 o'clock an during
the early part of yesterday
(Wednesday) the citizens
were startled by a series of
terrific reports, the intensity
of which has seldom been
heard in this usually noise-
less town., The noise was
heard even at Clarina and
Patrickswell, and was the
result of interesting opera-
tions at Curragower Falls.

Most of our readers are
aware of the dangerous
though certainly pictures-
que rapids for which this
spot is celebrated, So much
life and property from time
totime has been lost there as
to deter any but foolhardy
people from tempting the
difficult feat of “shooting”
the falls.

Cheaply

The poor fishermen of the
locality were thus at the
mercy of the tide which
covers the falls about
two—thirds flood, and only
then could boats pass upand
down with perfect safety.

This state of affairs was
heretofore a source of much
loss of time to the fisher-
men, and with a view to
remedy the grievance ap-

lication was made to the

arbour Commissioners to
remove the obstruction,
This the Commissioners
could not undertake ac
being outside their jurisdic-
tion  but their engineer,
together with the fishermen,
should themselves carry out
the work and afford them his
private assistance, which
was pladly accepted. Mr,
Hall pointed out where 2
passage could be easily and
made at the
north—west side of the falls
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THE NEW BUS TERMINUS 1946

Inan issue of The Limerick
Leader, 1945, “Mangaire
Sugach” had references 1o
the new bus terminus in
Limerick, remarking that
many people regretted the
removal from the oid one in
sarsfield Street. In reply to
his comments a correspon-
dent sends in the following:
Ch for the days of the

waiting queuves!

Ch, for the hours of wind
and rain!

Oh, for the lovely Limerick
views

That gladden our eyes again
and again!

If you can keep your place
Lj:?ren all abuﬁr L

Are losing theirs, and blam-
ing it on you;

If your ears can
receive the shout

“Move up there; two
abreast, please, in the
queue.”

If you can wait, and be not

joyfully

tired by waiting,

Or. being shoved about,
don’t give a shove;

If. scenting hatred, yvou with-
hold your hating,

And  behave just like 2
sucking dove,

If, with sodden clothes and
frozen feet,

You can enjoy the sight of a

Ciy's streef,

And the raucous sound of
horn and bell,

And the motor petrol’s acrid
smelf.

If, then, a “bridge‘s~ beauty
you appraise,

And a “grove of trees” thro’a
misty haze,

And a “monument” that's
nhot quite done,

And a “statue” that took a
dive for fun.

If you can do all this, and
En‘,ray i, too,

You're welcome, Mangaire
Sugach, to the queue,

‘Croom Passenger

THE FALLS OF

and the work was im-
mediately set about.

Barges were fioated over
the larger stones, some of
them upwards of five ton in
weight, and being made fast
at low water, rose with the
tide and were hauled into
shallow water to be broken
up at leisure. There were
some portions of solid
“quarry” or rock—bed of the
river, however, which could
not be easily removed, being
in the middle of the prop-
osed passage and therefore
in a strong current. The

The Curragower Falls, pictured here at
historic sites, with Thomond Brid, e, the Treaty Stone and kin
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quality of the stone was,
besides, of a very hard and
tough nature, even the reco-
vered boulders resisting the
force of a 40 Ibs. sledge
hammer wielded by strong
arms, and here it was that the
services of that new and
powerful explosive, dyna-
mite, had to be called into
requisition,

Mr. Hall attended yester-
day (Wednesday) and the
preceding day, and perso-
nally placed several charges
in good position in, and
where possible, under the

rock, so that the complained
of obstructions were re-
moved and the passage
rendered safe.

Mr. Hall subsequently
broke up the several iﬂrji".?
boulders previous y
stranded.

The operations were wit-
nessed with great interest by
@ number of the citizens
whom the noise attracted 1o
several vantage points, and
the violence of the explo-
sions, logether with the
fearful destruction wroughi
by a comparatively small

quantity of the powder in
each case, is more forcefully
Hlustrated when we mention
that the weight of the dyna-
mite used in the heaviest
charge yesterday was very
small indeed.

Mr. Hall and his atten-
danils
during (he

one  time
proceedings

were  al

completely enveloped in a
shower of stones, mud and
wter, but escaped with 2

slight

Spatiering, though

seeming to the lookers—on
to be in some danger of

being hurt,
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. These are situated :'n_ one of ir'mc-_r.-‘c-.fr’s maost beautiful nngi

ack-drop for the fruit



