Scheme,”

Deputy Kieran 0" Donnell
continued: “The Seniors
Alert Scheme is designed
to provide peace of mind
and local assistance to
older people, so it is well
placed to be used for this
new initiative to support
people who may be strug-
gling during the COVID-19
period.” Ring the ALONE
Helpline 0818 222 024.

if you have questions.

e P AT WS PR 1 HDA O UL T

THEY say the Irish do funerals well.
Even when normal funerals aren't
allowed we still do them well.

Mary Lyons, a 93-year-old great-
great-grandmother was the oldest
resident in Assumpta Park in the
city. After her passing on Tuesday,
March 31, one of her neigh-
bours asked her son Jimmy if the
hearse could pass by so they could
pay their respects. Cross's Funeral
Undertakers were happy to oblige.

At 1.45pm on Friday the hearse

their homes. It was both beautiful
and sad. There is an Isle started up.
Asthe hearse came to a stop outside
Mrs Lyons's home the lyrics - And
my Home, myv Home is There - was
particularly poignant. A round of
applause rang oul once the hearse
commenced its journey to lay Mrs
Lyons to rest.

One of her daughters, Ann Me-
Mamara said her mother would
have liked her neighbours Lo have
the opportunity to say goodbye.

“My mam loved her neighbours

in hospital foreight weeks so they
haven'l seen her in eight weeks.
With the restrictions no one could
go and visit her. They missed her so
much. They are heartbroken like
ourselves that she is gone,” said Ms
Mehvamara.

She said staft in 5t John's “moved
mountains to bring her home so we
could say goodbye” on Tuesday.

“The minute she entered her own
home she started Lo
relax. The neighbours were all out
at their doors when the ambulance

felt the welcome” said Ms Me-
Mamara, who added that her mother
smiled every day of her life, Mrs
Lyons's family were always at the
forefront of her thoughts and she
loved knitting scarves for them.
“She smiled every day. Shewas a
beautiful woman. [ean't tell you
how much we all loved her. We are
going to miss her terribly” said
Ann. The tamily wished to thank
nurses and doctors in UHL and 5t
John's, and Cross's Funeral Dir-
ectors for everything they did.

Shopkeeper delivers goods and good humour

DONAL O'REGAN
b donaloreganglimerickleadacie

YOU CAN get something at
Shannon Stores in Castleconnell
that money can't buy - a laugh.

And that is something we all need
during this coronavirus crisis.

Shannon Stores was started in
1947 by Paddy and Carmel Lee and
you can count on one hand the
number of days it has been closed
since.

Their son, George, took over the
business in 198g9. From plants to
penny sweets to papers and
everything in between, George, his
wife Esther, and dedicated staff
have you covered.

The Castleconnell website de-
scribes the shop as the “pulse”™ of
the village.

During the recent flooding -
which seems like a distant memaory
- the shop was a meeting place for
local residents.

George said there was a lot of
worry about the flooding in the
parish.

“We have had three cases of
flooding since 2004, We thought
that would be our only problem in
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Paddy and George Lee pictured in the mid-nineties. Shannon Stores in
Castleconnell was opened in 1947. Right, George behind the perspex glass

2020 but nobody knew that a pan-

demic was on the horizon”
said George.
The irrepressible character

calmed people’s nerves when the

Shannon was rising and he is doing

the same now.
“People still gather outside at a

social distance for a minute or two
and chat. We still need safe social
interaction. It is verv important Lo
keep spirits up,” said George, who
would cheer up the devil himself.
The shop is open from 7am to
9.30pm seven days a
week, George says he is one of the

lucky ones to be able to go to work.,
He always delivered coal but due to
the Covid-19 crisis he is delivering
more and more groceries now.

“We are doing a lot of house deliv-
eries Lo the cocooning people of
Castleconnell. All they have to do is
ring us. Their tamilies often ring us
to organise their paper and gro-
ceries.

“I'm doing about 10 deliveries a
day. Theylove Lo have a chat out the
window. Some people wouldn't
have seen anyone for maybe a day or
two. They want to know what's the

story around the  village’
said George.
One local source telis the

Leader some are putting in orders
purely to have the eraic and chat
with George!

But health and safety is taken
very seriously. Only three people
are allowed in to the shop at one
time and ideally no children. A per-
spex glass screen has been erected:
distances are marked on the Aoor
and lots of hand sanitisers are avail-
able.

The building itself is historic as it
was a tackle shop owned by the le-
gendary fly-casting champion of
the world John Enright.

George described  his  father
Paddy as "a man before his time”.
Seventy three years on after the
Shannon Stores wias
opened George vows to remain “in-
dependent and proud”.

“You can be independent and
survive, We are not closing and we
take cash. There are some shops
that turn away cash - the absolute
cheek of them. That is hard earned
money. Some of the people who
come into me don't have a debit
card,” said George, who had to end
the call as he was delivering gro-
ceries and good humour to an -eld-
erly customer.
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