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News 5

s sink or swim for boat club plan

by Marie Hobbins

LIMERICK Boat Club
president, Dermot
Moloney, has appealed
to city counciffors to
support plans for devel-
opment work to pro-
ceed at their site off
Sarsfield Bridge.

IT remains anyone's
guess what the out-
come will be to next
Monday's rezoning
vote, in relation to the
development, designed
to include a brand new
Limerick Boat Club
building.

Since the developer,
Michael Daly, unveiled
his initial drawings
almost two years ago,
there has been mixed

reaction, including
some strongly voiced
opposition to the devel
opment on the grounds
of it being incompatible
with the surrounding
riverscape, and others
welcoming it as a
project that will further
enhance the local river-
scape.

Strong support for
the venture comes from
the boat club, which
was facing the possibil-
ity of having to demol-
ish the building, such
was its deterioration.

Mr Moloney insists
the development would
be good for the club, an
asset to the city and a
further step in the
regeneration of the riv-

erside city.

‘The proposed devel-
opment for Wellesley
Pier has been designed
in conjunction with one
of Limerick's leading
development compa-
nies Fordmount.

“Planning on the boat
club project has been
underway for the last
two years and has pro-
duced a design that
facilitates a new
premises, but equally
one that opens up the
space to the public and
stands as a landmark
building to mark the
gateway to our riverside
city - the costs for this
ambitious project will
be approximately 20mil-
lion euro and it will

Dermot Moloney appeals to councillors

employ over 150 con-
struction workers over
its build period of eight-
een months”.

Explaining that for
the development to pro-
ceed, the council must
vote favourably on the
material contravention
which, in effect, would
rezone the pier head
from open space to
allow for the develop-
ment, and that second-
ly, the existing buildings
would have to be delist-
ed to allow any develop-
ment to progress, Mr
Moloney said that if
supported, the project
will commence almost
immediately.

“As a proud sporting
city, the members of

Passers- by ignore assault on woman

‘Does anybody care anymore’ she asks

A YOUNG Limerick woman who was attacked
when walking back to her apartment on the Dock
Road, has expressed dismay that passers by did
not come to her assistance.

“| grappled with my assailant and fell to the
ground...there was a lot of traffic on the road at the
time and motorists, and others walking in the area,
must have seen what was happening...yet, they
preferred to carry on with their business”.

It was, she said, a frightening experience. “He
went to grab my handbag but | held on to it.

Eventually, a man emerged from a nearby premises,
walked towards us and the attacker ran away".

She was determined, she added, to hold on to her
handbag. “I wasn't going to let him get away with
it-not that it contained any valuables- and wanted to
show him that | wasn’t easy prey”.

The young woman, originally from west Limerick
but now working and living in the city, was amazed
at the attitude adopted by those who witnessed the
incident.

“Are we living in a society where nobody cares
anymore,” she asked.

“They must have known that | was being attacked.

| didn't cry out for help but at the same time, hoped
that they would at least frighten off my assailant.
Motorists just drove on as if nothing was happen-
ing".

Her advice to others in her age group and who
find themselves in a similar predicament, is to
stand'their ground-and to vary their route.

“| don't know if the person involved had been
monitoring my movements over a few days as |
generally take the same route to and from my apart-
ment. Since the incident, | have been taking other
options, but at the same time, cannot help looking
over my shoulders”.

Limerick Boat Club
have contributed greatly
to the fabric of

Limerick's sporting life
- founding Limerick
Regatta in 1870,
Limerick Golf Club in
1891 and Bohs Rugby
Club in 1924.

“Club stalwarts Mr
Tony Tynne, who next
month will be entering
his 51st year of con-
secutive membership
of the boat club,
observed that when the
club was founded in
1870 its first president
was the then Mayor,
William Spillane. The
present  buildings on
the site were erected
not long after the club's
foundation - the club-

house in 1885 and the
boat house in 1873."

Stressing the very
bad condition of the
buildings today, Mr
Moloney said they could
no longer function ade-
guately for the demand
of a modern sporting
club.

“The buildings have
been independently
assessed and it was
concluded that there is
no material justification
why the delisting can-
not happen. There is a
great willingness to see
this project succeed
and we hope it will get
the support from the
council to see it across
the line on Monday
night”.
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