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By PADDY MORONEY

IT WAS Dick Roclie’s
night: the annual dinner of

Limerick Boat Club
marked his 50th
anniversary of mem-

bership - he is a life
vice-president - with the
presentation of a silver
salver.

And then it was specches of
tribute to his half-century of
dedicated service, not only to
club activities (he started as an
oarsman) but to rowing gener-
ally, as a stalwart of Limerick
Repatta Committee.

The honour fell 1o life-long
collcague - also a life vice-
president — Mr. Brendan Hanra-
{mn to speuk his praises, in sum:
A life-long friend, a true oarsman
and a very knowledgable onc™,

(right), president, L.B.C.,

dent. On the left is Brendan
dent.

Captain

He added: “There are not mang
clubs where you have members 5
yearsin the club, He joined in 1936
and rowed for five scasons, win-
ning maiden and junior races; he
started coaching in 1042 to 1944
before being clected captain in
1945.

“He had five wins at Limerick
Regatta, and in 1947, he was
appointed the coach to the
maidens and be their cox also - he
was unbeaten that year — Limer-
ick, Galway, Cork, Waterford and
Limerick Head of the River”.

The funetions at the club pre-
mises, was attended by many
notables: Mayor Pat Kenncdy,
District Justice Michael Reilly,
Supt. Michacl Creaton and repre-
sentatives from the I.A.R.U, and
sister clubs in Limerick and
Castleconnell,

Con!inuing,Mr. Hanrahan said;
“In 1948, Dick was eoach to the
juniors, winning in Limerick,
Killaloc and Galway. In 1949, he
had wins in Limerick, Killaloe,
Galway and Dublin,

“On the administrative side,
Dick was on the Regatta Commit.
tee, on and off, for 30 cars,
starting as an umpire and a judge.
He was a member of the ‘dance
committee for many nights at the
Stella Ballroom, and on Friday
nights at the skating rink.

“He was president three times
and was clected vice-president for
life. In 1965, he brought the four
Limerick clubs together and
formed a committce to organise
and obtain the services of a
professional coach from England -
the moncy was raised by the clubs
and the LA.R.U. In 1970 - the
centenary year — he was clected
treasurer of the club, a very big
undertaking that year,

Amateur Rowing Union:
ficKenna, president, L.B.C.,
teilly.

. with (from left), Denis
IcKenna, president, LB.C.;
‘Donovan, chairman, A.B.C.

Fours league

“Dick also introduced a ‘fours’
league in order to provide an early
season rowing competition for two

ears with Paddy Treacey of St.
K/[ichacl'a He introduced and ran
*45" drives in the club and was
clected honorary bar secrefary —
he still holds thé office”

Mr. Hanrahan concluded: *In

t, Castleconnell Boat Club;
g’ Club; Paddy McKenna,
k, L.B.C.

“Important all Torro Toys
comply.with the strictest EEC
regulations.

— ]

Left to right: Su

the 115 years we have been here,
and never once off the water, he
was onc of the greatest overall
Limerick Boat Club men of all
time",

Club president, Mr. Paddy
McKenna, who proposed the toast
to “IreJand™, formally handed the
inscribed salver to Mr. Roche,

Replying, Mr, Roche said that it
was essential that crewmen should
notrow for mercly a season or two,
but remain on and persist until
success was finally achicved.

He advocated that the club get

back down to the fundamentals of
rowing. “The oarsmen are Limer-
ick Boat Club”, he declared, “but
1 would like to sce a little 'more
discipline among the junior mem-
bers - rowing is nof a one-man
sport: it takes four plus onc to man
4 boat",
Mayor Kennedy, who also
joined in the tributes, and also
gave a history of the club, said that
It was a Mayor of Limerick,
William Spillanc, who was a
founder member of “Limerick™:
three other Mayors, Hall, Bate
and Counihan, were members of
the club in its first ten years, 1870
to 1880,

He said that on February 3,
1870, at the Arhencum buildin; sl
meeting was held in the reading
room where it was decided to form
a Limerick Boat Club: £50 was
raised plus £10 from the then
mayor, and Limerick Harbour
Commissioners granted a site the

—

Santa

By LEADER REPORTER

SANTA CLAUS had a dis-
tinct military bearing, and
even the Christmas pudding,
played in by an Arm piper,
was a rousing sight at Sarsfield
Barracks this week,

But the men of the 12th Infantry
Battalion, under Commdt. Liam
Fitzgerald, had laid down their
arms and were pulling Christmas
crackers instead with the 160
members of the Limerick Wheel-

rhair Acenciatinn at their annual

pt. Michael Creaton, Henry Street;
St. Michael’s Boat Club; Senator Pat

The nightﬂ

Kennedy,
Wixted, Los Angeles.

sume year, On April 4, 1870,
Mayor Spillane laid the first stone

Spectators

A total ol 15,000 people
attended the first two regattas, and
the spectators were treated to such
extraordinury fare that the suceess
of the Limerick Repatta was
assured. The club was Limerick's
fitst to instal an indoor tank for
training,

The club had many notables,
such as Bruce Murray, who was jts
seeretary for over 50 years. On the
oceasion of his golden jubilee, the
late Alfic Goodwin presented a
new president’s badge of office in
1956, a later president, Jim
Sheahun, presented the chain, on
which the names of the presidents
since 1870 were inscribed

Mr. Tony Tynne, life vice-

resident, also paid tribute to Dick

oche. Prnpnsmg the toast (o the
club, he gave insights into its
history over 115 years.

He said: Limerick Boat Club
was founded in the library of the
Athenacum Building in February
1870. Its aims were rowing in ity
various phascs, sailing and Rob
Roy canocing und to enuble those
interested in the above brands of
sport to meet together and cnjoy
social reunion; the colours of the
club to be black &nd white.

“In 1870 Limerick Harbour
Bourd gave us this present sile on
Wellesley Pier. Our first bouath-

Claus

lIaid down
his arms

Willi
Mayor of Limerick, and Michael

Limerick Boat Club
honours Dick Roche

[ 4

am Carmody, president,

ouse built here in that year cost
£81. 4s. and it was big cnough to
hold fours, pairs and pleasure
boats. The slipway was built under
the puidance of William Molloy,
civil eng., at u cost ot £47, 1/s. and
the total expenditure for the year
1870 amounted to £253 “and
income was £216, which left the
club £37 in the red, which debt
worried the committee at that
time, so today's committee take
heart

This year

“In 1880 this clubhouse was
built and no major renovations
have taken place until this year,
We in Limerick Boat Club will
place on public record our thanks
to AnCO management and staff
for the first-class work in restoring
our boathouse and clubhouse, you
could say both buildin%s have
almost been replaced toty| ly, par-
ticutarly the clubhouse.

“To the members may I say your
committee worked very hard in
1985, 50 meeting were held (a club
record) and 1 know you will give
them cvery support for their
ventures during ( C coming year Lo
help reduce the club debt,

“Tonight we have paid tribute 1o
Dick Roche who has reached his
30th year as a member, one of the
ﬁl_'l:-’ll boat men in our 115 year

istory and 4 man who has always
led by example. And on a personal
note, Dick, may I thank you for
introducing me 1o Limerick Boa
Club 2§ years ago.

"William  Murray, Archibald
Murray, Niall Brophy, T. H.
Denny, Michael Neiland, Tom
Egan, David Tidmarsh, M. J. de
Courcy, our founder members in
that far off evening in 1870, would
be very proud of our achievements
I'm surc in 1985. The future is
bright, your committee has en-
sured through the recent renova-
tions that the coming generation f
odrsmen, many of whom are here
tonight, will wear the Black and
White with pride and distinction
and take us 10 our sccond centen-
ary",
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