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s Curraghower Pipe Band, a famous Limerick institution whose music has been enjoyed by generatons of local people, stand to attention (or kneelin some cases!) for the Limerick Leader photographer who took this shot back in 1980

FORTY FIVEYEARS AGD
INDUSTRY

FerenkaProject
SPEAKING at the opening
ofthe new training centre
at Ferenka in Limerick, the
Minister for Industry and
Commerce spoke of the
importance of the project
locally and nationally.
“Both in terms of the re-
gional community and the
wider economic scene,

the project is economi-
cally attractive,” Mr Justin
Keating said.

“A few figures can place the
importance of the project
in perspective,” said the
minister.

“The initial capital invest-

-

ment at Annacotty wasE20
million. The plant islocat-
ed on an 87 acre site and the
actual covered floor area
extends to 40 acres.

The total annual wage bill
amounts to three and three
quarter million pounds.
The plant provides high
quality industrial employ-
ment to some 1,500 people
and a further £1 million is
spent on various goods and
servicesin the locality.

All the output from the
plant is exported (55 per-
cent tothe United States
and the balance to the UK
and Continental Europe).
“Because it is an export ori-
entated industry it aids our
balance of payments,” the
minister added.
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REV CRITICISED
Statement ‘wild
and unfounded’

*WILD and unfound-
ed” - that's how Clir Jim
Kemmy described Rev Fr
's recent acou-
sation that Irish men and
women were just not pre-
pared to work any more.
Cllr Kemmy was speak-
ing at the second annual
dinner-dance of the Brick
and Stone Layer's Union,
which was held at the Sa-
voy Bangueting Suite.
He alsocalled on RevFr
Kavanagh totour aLim-
erick building site fora
week to see the work be-
ing done.

FIFTY YEARSAGO

BUSINESS
Water bus to sail
on the Shannon

Ireland’s first water bus- it
goes into operation on the
Shannon on Christmas - ar-
rived at Limerick Port this
morning from Rotterdam
onthe Limerick Steamship
vessel, the Shannon.

The 42-seater blue and
while Ormond was brought
by two Nenagh hoteliers,
Messrs, Michael and Denis
Gilmartin, who believeit
will prove a major attrac-
tion to tourists next sea-
son.n

“The water bus will proved
three hour cruises from
Dromineer to the many

.

points of scenic and histor-

jcinterest onthe lake,.” said

Denis Gilmartin

The first of these cruises
is planned for Christmas
Day with a part of Christ-
mas guests from the Hotel
Ormond.

The water buswill carrya
crew of three including a
19-year-ald river hostess,
Miss Theresa Kinnane, a
former receptionist at the
hotel. Miss Kinnane will
point out many historic
spots on the lake to the pas-
sengersinaddition toserv-
ing refreshments. Shewill
wear aspecially designed
uniform similar tothat
won by an air hostess.n
The Ormond is the first of
twowater buses ordered.

POLITICS
Kaundagets the
Freedom of City

HIS Excellency the Presi-
dent of Zambia, Dr Ken-
neth Kaunda, received

an enthusiastic welcome
om his arrival in Limer-
ick this evening where he
was given the Freedom of
the City at animpressive
ceremony in the School of
Commerce Assembly hall,
Mulgrave Street.

Earlierin the day he
toured the Industrial Es-
tate in Shannon Airport
and visited several of the
factories thereshowing a
keen interest in every-
thing.




