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The St. Mary's Fife & Drum Band which will :akehk;art in next
Championships. Back row, leftto right: V. McElligott, M.

Hayes, J. McMahon, J. Cronin, J. Galvin, M. Galvin. Centre

McCoy, G. O'Brien, C. Kiely, D. Mulcahy,
C. McGrath, Hon. Sec., P. Casey, J. ¥ r
McCarthy, S. Meehan, Hon. Traas., A. Hurley, Vice-President, and J. McNamara.

St. Mary's all Ireland Prize Band champions 1963. Standing:
Meshan, treasurer; M. Bourke, C. Connors, G. Clancy, J.

aly, W. W.

: J. Sheehan, E. Murphy,

. Manning, J. McGrath, T. McGrath. Front row:
Gleeson, M. Bourke, President, T.

T. McGrath, S.
McNamara, J.

O’'Dwyer, C. Kiely, bass drum; T. McCarthy, vice president; M. Kelly, J. McGrath,
C. O'Dwyer, J. McMahon, V. Keyes, J. Harris, C. McGrath, secretary. Seated: M.
Danford, C. Nash, B.M.; M. Ryan, G. Tweedle, conductor; J. Daly, J. Kiely and P.

Casey.
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St. Mary's all Ireland champions 1975.

R

Back row: P. O'Donoghue, band

sergeant; J. McMahon, M. Kelly, K. O'Donnell, T. McCarthy, J. Cronin, H.
Hockedy, bass drum; J. Daly. Middle row: C. O’Connor, J. McNamara, J.
McGrath, C. Kiely, staff major; J. Fitzgerald, A. McGrath, E. Murphy. Seated: A.

Hurl

, C. McGrath, hon. sec.; S. Meehan, hon. treas.; M. Bourke, president; G.

Clancy, vice president; G. Tweedle, conductor; J. Daly, band master.

SENIOR FIFE AND DRUM
CHAMPIONSHIP

Republic of Ireland Senior
Fife and Drum Cham-
ionship will be held at St.
ary's Hall, Mary Street,
Lg{larick. on Sunday, May
T e

This contest was
accepted to be held in St.
Mary’s hall as a speciai
oceasion to commemorate
St. Mary’s Band Centenary,
1985, Bands will compete
from Limerick, Wexford and
Waterford. It is now ten
years since the last fife and

drum contest was held
(1975). On that occasion St.
Mary’s Band, Limerick, win-
ning four first prizes, Water-
fcsrél being the venue.

The interesting facts re-
garding the contest are that
the bands, when they play,
?o by nurnbers, i.e., such as

, 2, 3. Names of bands
competing will not be
announcad by compere
during the contest. One
adjudicator will judge the
bands in a concealed part of

P. COONEY

the hall. After all the bands
finish playing he will then
give his remarks, and the
scoring of marks awarded
to each band.

The band that will receive
the highest amount of
marks will then be deemed
as the winners.

There are two events: No.
1, Best Corps of Drums; No.
2: Selection Piece which on
this occasion will be “Min-
strel Echoes.”

Contest will commence at
3 o'clock sharp on Sunday
next, May 19th, in St. Mary's
Hall, Mary Street, Limerick.

Republic of ireland Senior
Fife and Drum Cham-
pionships are the brainchild
of Pat French, former secret-
ary of St. Patrick’s Band,

Sunday's All-ireland
Galvin, J, Keane, K. O'Donnell, P.

hocennnnanes

ntenary o

f Famous

imerick Fife and Drum
Band!

BY WILLIE W. GLEESON

THE ANCIENT City of
Limerick, historians tell
us, is the oldest County
Borough in flreland or
Great Britain. It had a
Mayor, Corporation and
City Council (1197) —
ten years before London,
and much longer before
such places as Edin-
burgh, Cardiff, Dublin,
Belfast, Cork, Waterford

In the year 812, Limerick
under the Danish viking ruler,
Turgesius, became the island

arish of St. Mary, the name it

ears to this day; hence, “There
Is An Isle”, famed in prase and
jpoetry, and sung the world over
wherever a Limerick heart
beats.

The Pioneers

One hundred years ago, inthe
autumn of the year 1685, to be
grsclse, St. Mary's Fife and

rum Band, to the roll of the
drum and an assortment of tin
whistles, was founded. Asto the
nn-founésrs, who were they? |
dare not hazard a guess, since to
do so, would bs both difficult
and unwise were | to omit the
name of one, through inadvert-
ance, althuu%h this outstanding
musical combination was a bare

N ars young when this
poor scribe touched down on
terra firmal

However, it is safe to assume
that among the pioneers, were
such stalwarts (whom | knew
personally), like: Paddy Sam-
mon, Steve Collins, Patsy and
Michael McNamara — two of
the quartette of famed McNa-
mara’s Band — Paddy {Halley}
Kennedy, Jack Gog Jim

Paddy (Sparrow) O'Do-

Ned Walsh, John Lynch (hon.
secretary), Tom Forward, Jack

_ McNamara, J. Hayes, J. Doyle,

Gerry, Michael and Jimmy
Frawley. Others there were
whose names | am, at this
uncture, unable to recall, suf-
ice it to say:
The namas of thase co-founders
have vanished in the gloom,
Like the dry branch in the fire, or
the body in the tomb.
But today, in the ray, their
shadows still they cast,
In the parish of St. Mary, their
memories of the past
From the band’s humble be-
ginnings in the former Protes-
tant Bishop's palace, Church
Street, next Nicholas Street,
Barrington’s Mall and Fish Gate
Lane, to its present commod-
ious premises in Mary Street,
time and circumstances have
witnessed many changes forthe
better, as the successes at the
numerous band contests prove,
towards the close of the last

century.

Under the baton of maestro
Steve Collins, this musical com-
bination — which the previous
year had won the Cham-
pionship of first time

ARY BOOKLE
1885 — 1985

The Centenary book and the special centenary taﬂe
atthe

recording of the St. Ma

*s Band which are on offer

package price of £5.00. They may be had from any member
of the committee and are superb valua.

pieces and play-offs, which
earned for the band its wreaths
of laurels, included: Mozart’s
Idomeneo, Le Nozze di Figaro,
Don Giovanni, Die Zauborfiste;
Beethoven's two Masses, Ora-
torio, The Mount of Olives, and
some smaller choral waorks;
Fidelio and nine symphonies;
Behilter's Andie Freude,
Haydn's Ora-Forio, The Crea-
tion, The Seasons, 150 sympho-
nies, 77 quartettes, 40 trios;
Gounod's Mirrella, Filemonet
Baucis, La Reinede Saba, Mireil-
le, Mass of Saint Cecilia, Romeo
and Juliet; Wagner's Lohen-
grin; McCoy’s Fantasia, Les
Mugeunots, Hibernia, Colleen
Bawn; Winton's La Fille de
Madame Amgot, Emerald Isle;
Verdi's Il Trovatore; Wallace's
Bohemian Girl and Benedict’s
Lily of Killarney.

I well remember the early
days of Radio Athlone/2RN,
when listening and witnessing
in St. Mary's band room, t0

rish-born Paddy O'Donovan-

leid, recording = to the accom-
paniment of his wife (the former
Miss Elizabeth Clifford) — his
favourite piece, Bird Songs at
Eventide. Also, the same after-
noon, when two young army
officers from the Army School
of Music, called to the house of
Patrick Sammon, whose name,
a household one, could not be
mentioned often enough in the
article, seeking his aid in the
collection of Irish traditional
ballads and classical music, at
the request of Col. Fritz Brasse.
was fo be expected from &
man of Sammon's kind-hearted
naturs, the requestwas granted.

It mar not be known among
some of his closest friends then
that he {Sammon), as well as
being bandmaster and conduc-
tor, was also 8 composer of
some fine woiks to his credit.
Hereunder is a brief list of his

ding gems: The Loved

out — in September 1895,
annexed the All-Ireland Cham-
pionship at their first attempt,
against the greatest opposition
in the land. The prize-winning
test-piece was none other than
“Lucia de Lammermoor”, with
“Gems of Ireland” as the play-
off. The following!ear (1896), at
Dublin, the band was placed
second, losing by a single point,

Long list of
successes

Othér championship succes-
ses were: Limerick-1208, 1839,
19810; Waterford-1811, 1912;
there were no contests during
World War 1 (1914-°18), or in the
yaars during the Anglo-irish and
Civil Wars. At later contests
which were not regular, the
bband again achieved success at
Limerick-1927, 1928, 1930;
Cork-1931; Limerick-1947. (The
void between the years 1931-
1947, and from 1948-1962, few,
if.any, were held). In 1963 and
1964, Limerick were again tops
at Wexford-Limerick venues;
Dublin-1965; Waterford-1975,
the band “stole the show”,
winning three 1st prizes in all
categories, as well the prize for
Best Conductor, Gearge Twee-
dle. While at the Limerick Festiv-
al, 1972, 1973, 1974, the band
carried off the Category Award
for the best Fife and Drum band
competing.

Nowadays, national band
contests are unknown — and
more's the pity.

However, for the benefit of
music-lovers, it will be of espe-

Shannon Shore (1898), The
Walls of Limerick, Irish Selec-
tion, A Wreath of Roses, Selec-
tion, dedicated to Our Lady of
Limerick; Old favourites, Mar-
ching songs: Mother Eire, Glo-
rious Patrick, Treai\g Stone,
Black Battery (1690-'91); Twen-
ty Men_ from Dublin Town
{Arthur Griffith).

Another former bandmaster/
composer, Tom Glynn, he who
led the local 8inn Fein Band to
Glasnevin, on the occasion of
the re-interment of the remaing
of the Fenian, O'Denovan Ros-
sa, May 25, 1915; and again on
September 27, 1917 for the
funeral of Tom Ashe, Ireland’s
first hunger-striker. He also
composed the beautiful waltz,
Fairy Valley, whilst other band
members arranged such rous-
ing tit-bits as The Leinsters,
Dashing Forward, Second-to-
None, The Emigrant and Home,
Country Homa.

Finally, and since the story is
all about music, music, music,
and there are some flourishing
musical societies and first-class
choirs, as well as numerous
bands, of various nomencla-
ture, in our midst, it will not be
out of line to give some more of
the operatic scores from the
i . or repertoire, of
ry's All-lreland Fife and
Drum Prize Band, 1885-1886

Storehouse of
Music

The name of the opera, with
the date in (parenthesis) of its
first performance, and the name
of composer, are set out as

Carmen (1875), Bizet; Cavalleria
Rusticana (1890), Mascagni;
Don Giovanni (1787), Mozart;
Faust (1858), Gounod; Hansel
and Gretel (1883), Hamper-
dinck; The Hugeunots (1836),
Meyerbeer; |l Trovatore (1853),
Verdi; La Boheme (1898), Pucci-
ni; Lohengrin (1848), Wagner;
Madame Butterfly (1894), Pucci-
ni; Marriage of Figaro (1788},
Mozart; Meistersinger (1867),
Wagner; Mikado (1885), Sulli-
van; Pagliacci (1892), Leonca; al-
lo; Pell es et Melisanda (1902)
Debussy; Robin Hood (1900}, De
Koven; Salome (1805), R.
Tales of Hoffman
(1881), Of h; T ]

soil.

The Mayor, with four mace
bearers; the Ci\\é High Sheriff
and High Constable, with mem-
bers of the City Council and
Corporation s would also
be present. The clergy of St.
Marv's at the time, who have
iong since departed this life
were: Very Rev. D. Shanahan,
P.P.: Rev. J. Rea,C.C.; Rev. M.
O'Gorman, C.C.

The last Sunday in November
(month of the Holy Souls) is a
day set aside by the band for a
Mass of Remembrance for de-
ceased members, which is cele-
brated at 12 noon in the perish
church.

Grand Old Customs

It has been said of old
customs and traditions that they
die hard — but when? Take for
example, the Archconfraternity
Annual Retreats. It is customary
on the night of the opening, and
again on the final night’s clos-
ing, one of the local bands plays
the members of the different
divisions of men to the Church
of St. Alphonsus where the
retreat is being conducted by a
member (or members) of the
Redemptorist Order. St. Mary’s
~like Boherbuey and St. John's
Prize Bands, as well as the City
Youth Band, at times at great
inconvenience, have never ance
failed to put in an appearance.
Such is the esprit-de-corps
among our city musical com-
binations. Ad Multos Annos.

In the building of the beautiful
Hiberno-Romanesque
Architectural Gem (the parish
church), which took three years
1o complete (1928-'32), at a cost
of £47,000, including fur-
nishings, was completely free of
debt by 1934, In this connection
let it be said, St. Mary’s Band
played a noble part. In the
raising of funds, from the word
go, their spacious-hall was at
! s 1

(1845), Wagner.

There are many other num-
bers, including "Gems. of Ire-
land” (now out of print), “Post
and Peasant’, etc., etc.,
arranged for ensembles, up to
full strength military bands.

Down Memory Lane

S1. Mary's All-Ireland Fife and
Drum Prize Band has, during its
one hundred years' existence,
been honouring an old custom
of parading through the parish
on every New Year's Eve, and
thence to the vicinity of St
Mary's Cathedral, there to sing
the old year out— and the New
Yearin. Whata happy and joyful
thought!

As a small boy, | can well
remember the band, on one
such oceasion, as it passed up
Athlunkard Street, where | first
saw the light, 80 years ago,
stopping at the Island Corner
where a group of men and
women were singing songs,
such as “| breathe once more
my native air”, “in old Madrid",
“The blue-ridged mountains of

nia”, “Moonlight on the

"There is an Isle"”, etc. To
the surprise of all present, the
band joined in the proceedings,
rendering musical accompani-
ment in faultless fashion. To
having listened to those beauti-
ful voices and the mellcw tones
of the fifes, is something that
will always bring my mind back
to those happy days prior to
World War |,

After the joyous peals of the
bells on the old cathedral tower
had ceased, and before depert-
ing, a voice in the crowd,
shattered the silence in a rich
baritone voice, when he ren-
dered in faultless fashion:

Alas! those chimes so sweetly
stealing,

Gently dulcet, gently dulcet to
the ear.

Sound like pity's voics revealing

To the dying “death is near".

Yes, yes those chimes so softiy
swelling,

As from some holy sphere.

Sound like hymns of spirits
telling

To the dying, “Peace is here”.

Come! abide with us in heaven,

Hera no grief can reach thy

breast. ' =
Come! approving Angels wait
thee

In the mansions of the blest.

Around the period men-
tioned, a red-letter day in the
“Parish”, Is the Feast of Our
Lady’s glorious Assumption
into Heaven (August 15). On that
occasion the band, in full re-
galia, would attend High Mass
at noon in the parish church.
Later, after the ceremonies had
concluded it would perform in
the gaily decorated church
grounds, with a selection of

he | of the church
committee. in the holding of
cancerts, plays, sales of work,
card drives, jumble sales,
dances, etc. All free of charge;
and with what success were
their unselfish and generous
efforts erowned, is beyond reck-
oning!

The MacNamaras

The President of St. Mary's
Hall, at the time it was built, was
none other than Mr, Patrick
MacNamara, who, as well as
being a life-long member of the
band, also was an indefatigable
worker on the church commit-
tee. This great level-headed
man, and his able committee,
were mainly responsible for the
magnificent premises, which is
strictly the private property,
fikewise the ground on which it
stands, bearing the name, St.
Mary's Hall, Mary Street,
Limerick.

It has been said, and rightly.
s0, that the family name iongest
associated with the band is that
of MacNamara — a Dalcassian
clan. Hundreds of "Macs"’, from
time to time, have swelled the
ranks of this outstanding music-
al combination; few of whom
can claim relationship with each

other.

Of their great Chieftan'War-
rior, “Fireball” Mac Namara, it
used to be saia:

There sleeps Shawn Buie cold,
low and lone,
The great, the glorious MacNa-

mara.
The heart and nerve that never

shook,

The hand that left no mark
unstuck.

No words of mine in apprecia-
tion of St Yy’ d and
premises, without tion of
some facets concerning the
history of the magnificent pre-
mises, situate between the old
Monte de Piata and Sarsfield's
House, over century ago,
would be complete without this
tribute.

With electric light throughout,
the premises are fitted with the
most-up-date appliances, and
having a floor space of 120 ft. X
66 ft., one-third of which is
partitioned off for committee
room and billards salon. The
main portion, which is used for
dancing, concerts and re-
unions, ete., has an artistic-
ornamental, separate entrance

ate, while at the opposite end
there is a dais for the orchesira.

The complete building, of
which | am doubtless aware,
was, with the exception of the
laying of the floors, built in its
entirety by the whole-hearted
co-operation of the members in
their spare time, Financial aid,
oo, was not wanting from many
kind exiled friends and former
members in America, It certain-
ly is a hall of which any

% .
The President of St. Mary's Fife & Drum Band, Mr. Michael Bourke (second from right)
presenting the Centenary Book to 83-yeer-old Mr. Paddy Quigley, Hon. Treasurer of the
arganisation before emigrating to the United States in 1924. Also in picture are Mr. Aidan

Hurley, Vice-President;
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St. Mary’s all Ireland champions 1 \
J. McNamara, J. Ring, J. Sullivan, staff major; C
contest committee; J. Doyle, contest committee;
J. O'Dea, J. Gogherty, J. Donoghue, J. Lynch,
conductor, P. McNamara,. band master; J.

P. Ryan,

Walsh, P. Kennedy, D. Doyle,
contest committee; S. Collins,

member.

¥ A %
895: J. Nealon,

o

Donovan, J. Salmon.

contest committes
T. Forward, P. Salmon, T. Quane,

r. Colm McGrath, Hon. Sec.; and Mr. Padna Hayes, committee

J. Hayes,
P. Donoghue, E.

would feel proud to possess,
even 85 a money-spinner alone.

Gala opening

To celebrate its opening,
away back in the mid-twenties, |
clearly remember “the night of
nights” being held around
Christmastide. it certainly was a
nightand the day following—to
remember!

Opening the proceedings, the
President, Mr. MacNamara, af-
ter wishing all present a very
happy and haly Christmas and
prosperous New Year, in a few
well-chosen words, proposed
the toast: “Our American
Friends"”, which was duly hon-
oured. The toast: “Our Worthy
President’’, proposed by Dan
Doyle, U.S.A., and seconded by
Jim O'Donnell. The President
and Mrs. Frawley, Brooklyn,
likewise, responded.

After a sumptuous repast had
been partaken of, animpromptu
programme — vocal and in-
strumentsl — followed. And
what a treat, still spoken of
whenever old-timers meet.

First to oblige was the Presi-
dent with “Shades of Evening”,
sung with gusto, in his usual
robust style, which evoked loud
and prolonged appiause. Next
was Dan Doyle, US.A., with
“Happy Moments' (most
appropriate to the occasion), in
a bass voice, that would bring a
blush to the cheek of some of
our operatic "stars”. This was
followed by maestro, Tom
Heath (still happily with us), on
the violin, rendered in faultless
fashion, “The Broken Melody™;
others to oblige were Jack
Clancy, Larry Murphy, Paddy
Sammon, Jim Ring, Paul Mack-
ey. “Halley” Kennedy, Felix

Lynch, Paddy O‘Donoghue,
whose “Boys frem Garryowan™
almost tore down the house (to
use a metaphor). The last item
of a most enjoyable lengthy
programme — &nd which must
go on record — was the stirring
old Irish jigs ard reels by Jim
Hanrahan on_the dulcimer,
which was of his own manufac-
ture.

A truly wonderful re-union,
which ended with songs of the
good old days;, racy of thesoil, in
which all joined, followed with
the National Anthem.

Lives of great men all remind us
We can make our lives sublime,
And, departing, leave behind us
Footprints on the sands of time.

=-Longfellow.

Music match
of the century

St. Mary's Band celebrat-
ing their centenary year
1985 are engaged in a
three-way play-off for the
Republic of Ireland Cham-
pionship against Waterford
and Wexford. Having pre-
viously in time past ousted
Woaterford by two points
and Wexford by four points
10 retain the laurals for the
fourth time in 20 years, St.
Mary’s on this occasion will
be spearheaded by John
McNamara, who by all
accounts is making great
headwayin his new position.

Relegated to the replace-
ment bench since their last
match on March 17th are
Cyril Kiely, who led the
attack on that day, having a
fine game. Cyril is now
suffering from hamstring
trouble or brawn string
trouble. The team masseur,
Sean Keogh, says if treat-
ment is a success Cyril may
be able to come into the side
some time during the
match.

Tom MecCarthy, Colum
McGrath, Padna Hayes, Vin-
cent McElligott and young
John Keane are also in-
cluded in the replacement
bench. John McNamara
may call on any of the
replacement panel to come
into the side at any time,
especially if things are
goiﬁ against this talented
St. Mary's side, who include
up front Sean Meehan,
Aidan Hurley, Derek Mul-
cahy, Michaei Galvin, this
foursome should be a hand-
ful for any opponents.

Seanie Cronin on the right

playing on a high note
which will be appreciated
by the St. Mary's spectators.
On the flats St. Mary's have
deep sound men in that
great veteran Michael
Bourke, James M. Daly,
John Mick Mahon Mulvey,
and John Galvin.

The fors in the St. Mary's
attack will include Kevin
O'Donnell, Gus McCoy,
Tony McGrath, Paul Man-
ning. Here we have a great
blend of youth and experi-
ence who may score the
most points on the day, If
allowed to roam on their
own.

In the second row St
Mary's stalwarts are the

silver haired Timmy Daly a
warrior of many cham-
pionships, Gary O'Brien,
Jack McGrath who will also
be playing a dual role with
the back of the lineout. The
back of St. Mary's line-out
will include the great Paddy
(Whacker) Casey of interna-
tional fame, Harry Hockedy
of the Yellow Road who can
beat with the best in the
country, Jog Sheehan as
skilful as they come, Eugene
Murphy, grandson of the
late Ducker Nash, who won
many a victory with St.
Mary’s Band team.

Final summing up by This
Reporter St. Mary's to win
by two points.

Congratulations and best wishes to
St. Mary's Prize Band on their
centenary year from

NOEL MURPHY
MURPHY CARPETS

44/45 Nicholas Street.
“THE HEART OF THE PARISH"

Congratulations and best wishes
_ toSt. Mary's Prize Band,
Limerick, ontheircentenary year

— from —

Wexford. cial interest 1o know that Test- follows:- Aida (1871), Verdi; hymns and songs racy of the organisation, or assooiation, will be a cut above the rest,

CAR SALES LTD.

Corbally Road, Limerick

GERRY & COLETTE
'McLOUGHILIN

“THE TRIPLE CROWN BAR”
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Congratulations and best wishes
to St. Mary's Prize Band on their
centenary year

— from —

Congratulations and best wishes
to

ST. MARY’S PRIZE BAND

on their centenary year

Congratulations and best wishes to
St. Mary's Prize Band on their
centenary year from

AQUA/PET
PRODUCTSLTD.

mﬂ. A3

247490/ 47133.
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Wish every success to — from — fors frabed ol e s H E I LA s -oOg%ﬁ:lrgTrLO;rsi;ngaaedsémig?rsto
sT.MARY'sPRIZEBAND | | SAM BENSON E STREET, FRUIT & VEG. centenary year
on their centenary year. LIMERICK — from —
Everything for the Bird Fancier 51/62 Athlunkard Street, "nEL 9
ANY MAKE OF CAR MUSIG c:mg and Anill-nall Lover Limerick o conwon
SUPPLIED. 25 Catherine Street, Limerick Foll ange of Trapicol and Coldwater Fish, PHONE: 46016. BEEF & PORK BUTCHER

Aquariums and Accessories,

TEL: 46556.

Wickham Street, Limerick

“The Shop that sells Local Produce” TEL: 44174

OPEN ALL DAY SATURDAY.

TEL: 46556.

ST. MARY’S PRIZE BAND CENTENARY 1985

Republic of Ireland SENIOR FIFE & DRUM CHAMPIONSHIP
St. Mary’s Hall, Mary Street, on Sunday, May 19th — Commencing at 3 o’clock. Admission £1 by Ticket only

Tickets can be purchased at 5t. Mary's Hall and John Costello, 1 Broad Street.




