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LIMER]CK and Waterford shared the honours in the

All-Ireland Champmnshlps of Fife and Drum Band/
competitions held in Limerick yesterday - by rﬁtammg
their titles as champmns. For St. Mary’s band, it was a
proud moment in their lives. They gained 184 ‘marks
“out of 200 for their musical selection and brought off the

many fullowers from ““The
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all if such a wonderful attrac-
tion gould bhe held during Lime-
rick's Festival Weelk. ;

He expressed -resrel that ‘the
size of the #&udience did . not
‘eome up to expectations. but he
wished {o assure everyone that
if the championships had heen
advertised to a ereater extent,
the Mechanics' - Hall "in = Lime-
rick would not have heen can-
able ' of accommodating the
many thousands who would
turn’ up However, he avai'ed
of ‘the opportunity Lo assure
eévery member: of  the. bands
preseni thal they wounl alwavs
find a Cead Mile Ifaille await-
ing ‘them in Limerick angd he
hoped that ihey would return
to make the city their festival
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MOST MEMORABLE

Perhaps. the most memotahle
feature  of  Limeérick’s = firs
championship date was the
massed parade of the bands
through the rain-soaked sireets
of -the city. ) :

It was a most impressive
sight, indeed to sec 84 fifes and

And what- a vousing selection of
martial music they providerd as
they marched down O('nuneb
Street " and- over Baal'= iridge
where they received =a “fousing
to: the Parish of St. Marv's
welecome.

Certainly, - those wha were
fortunate enough tn heve ai-
tended this wonderful festival
of -fife and drum music will
remember it for a Jong time
to come. It was a treat we get
all too seldom, but, ironically,
when it did come our way all
too few knew about it.

A TFTESTIVAL ¥
I uniderstand, howevor, {hat
14 move will be Jaunched with-
In the next week or iwo to
arrange a bands festival in
Limerick with sections to cater
for brass and reed, flte and

drum and pipe hands. Alveady
a numher of them - have
pledged thelr support,  Sueh a
fostival would be of tiremen-
ifons henelit {o the area and i
[is hoped fthat the idea will take
shape “in time for the holiday
season around the corner,
—TOM TOBIN.
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