mbers of St. John's Brass

-]

and Reed Band pictured at a

gathering in the Shannon Arms about

o (L to r.)—Tommy Braddish, Josie O’Brien, Albert Kearsley, Paddy Naughton, Joe Nash and

VATIONAL:
i SOGIETY |

ham,
2] the E-.‘;,, L¥

n time fo

eradicat’on

aLif)AY "
EL

| bus services |
ded for the
send; details ‘
with/ time-
ind cancella- |
ed in l’r:eor
at stations,

June, |
ublin| at 5.
via Nenag
imerick . via |

- day; excur-

slon/ tickets |
donday, &th
) for tra
ons,. and |
week-day

train |
30/ p.m
rdhill

Jondan T7.27:|
srophy 8.14, |
ortarlington-

Johnny Clarke.

SUDDENLY
YOU'RE A
SUPER COOK .
WITH

i A
|

d the Parkinson Cowan Peerssé. make super
ookers are available on easy hirg purchase
@ you details plus promp}, regular delivery
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Three boiling hun‘gers.
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s Paddy O'Donoghue, and ‘Michael Kelly.
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Alpert, arid during his time they

all the principal G

ANIRISH |

FARMZRS
INDUSTRY

| BIG CHANGES
TMa}?re}fgtm was tHought of,

Commaon
one
Irish industry/based on farm-
ng was hoiding its own in
Europe. When we were export-
ing little elsp but farm produce,
Wexford made the name well
known ‘in | France, Belgium,
England and Wales. The only
real advaniage this industry
had was thr know-how cf the
Irish farmers among whom. it
developed, Exceptional, Irish
conditions-- with some [of the
worgl_stone ang-weed problems

in Eurepe |— requi tough

ever {3

(=%

machines. Reasonably cared for,
these ‘machines gave decades of

trouble-free | service, ‘Shrewd
farmers: abroed looking for
tough . machines looked for the
‘Wexford product. :

The years. since the war
brought a different story. It
looked as if| the industry wonid
be swamped with competition.
It did not react quickly enough
and vigorously enaugh to
modern conditions. But now all
this has changed. A live-wire
team has completely overhauled
the industry and s vigorously
fighting back.

AN EQUAL CHANCE

Firstly, every product has

| now ‘been carefully reviewed to
| make sure that it is capable of

doing & good job and that it
wag strong enough to stand up

o the toughest conditions.
Modern high-quality steel and
other matetials are used. to

withstand ‘the greater stresses
of modern  high-powered
tractors. ‘Prictical farmers were
consulted. The result iz new
inventions and designs, like the
" Sabre” harrow and stronger
and better products generally.
The Irish farmer and con-
Lractor can inspect the Wexford
product, subfect it to thé closest
scrutiny and  see . for- himself
how wall it|compares with ihe
imported article, regardless. of
price  Of course, the Wexford
pProduct costs less, too, S0 the
money is kept at home, Tre
new Pierce range in their mew.

- black and aiber coldurs cin ba

seen throughout the 8% connities
and are now on aale in Engl &

Leaving aside nationiatreasons,
the keen farmer, batore baying,
will see the new Pisres 1ange
for  himself. THat= all - the
industry needs—an equal ciance,
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JAMES MOTOR CYCLE -
ARMSTRONG CYCLES

Stokes & MéeKiernan Ltd.

SARSFIELD BT. TIMERIOR
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members of this other great bang

the fr

j vimerick Chronicle; Sat., May 2?, 1967,

N
ALqERT KEARSLEY gave half a century of service to St. John's Brass. and Reed Band qlnd, looking

back on it all now, those fift
great|ﬁmes lived with great companions,” he says;

men: I paraded and played

e‘arl.v days of the Band, and to reeall

When| Albert Kearsley joined
the Band in 1912, F. P’ Moane,
Sepr., was bandmaster, and the

Temperance Band. Other band-
musters) under whom he played
weére Ned Moloney and .Jim
Imbusch, and then he took over
charge [of the band himself.
Part the Temperance Hall
was used as a bandroom, and
there they practised to remch a
standard 'of perfection that
made the Band one of the show-
pigces of Limerick!

Limevick was proud of the
Band; and the Band took ou
some proud assignments, On the
ingtructions of the then Presl.
dent, Rev. Fr. J, Carroll, the
group, |48 ;Btrong; played at
Tadhg Barry's funeral in Corle,

Starr iff Nenagh,

But perhaps Albert's most
memorable experience was dur.
ing the troubled times after the
Insurrection of 1916, when the
bands* were. forbidden by the
military authority to parade in
publie.

Albert ignored this interdict,
and on the. occasion of a
national procession brought out
his band and paraded it up
William Street. "I was téld on
my way up that the Bohrrbuoy
band had been -‘attacked, and

that [t| was dangerous to go
any  further than Cathedral
Place,” he 'says. Turning down

Cathedral Place he played “The
Last Stand,” a quick march,
and, as they reached the band-
ropm, He ordered the members

to| lock| up their instruments
immedistely,
Th Black dand Tans were

approaching, and running up-
stairs tp the billlard room, he
hid for an hour under the win-
in a back compart-
ment. He got home without
in¢idents, but some other mem-
bers of | the band -were sought
out.by the Tans, and had to be -
taken tg bospital as a result of
the -hoapnﬁs they recelved.

| WORKINGMEN'S

BAND

The Band eventusally broke off
its! association with St. John's
Temperence Hall, and when 1t
r¢formed . under its own man-
agement it was known as 31.7
John's | Workingmen's = Band.
For many years ‘subsequently
they pldyed under the baton of

ad the| contract for playing at 2
i A. matches

Band was a familiar sight at:
these great sporting fixtures, as,
led by their Bandmaster, they’
pal.ra.ded' the field.

Puring the years of the Emer-
gency tpne musical instruments
were lald one side. But on the
oceasion of the visit of a Car-
dinal tg the Cathedral, Albert
was asked by the Administrator
to|get the members together and
parade for the important occa-
sign. The members had disban-
ded, the instruments were
locked away in a cellar of the
bu‘i}dingi. but Albert immediately
set about his task and in the

inpredibly short time of five
nights had his band fully pre-
pared.

Albert reti¥ed “from the Band
at| Christmas, 1983, It was a
long time ago, 1912, that he ha:l
jojned fts ranks, but neverthe-
less it was not the first band ne
played with, He firat steppeqd 1t
out wl‘{n hig - brother in the
Boherbuoy Band, and one of the

was U}e famous euphonium
player, | Ned .O'Reilly, Albert
himself | played the euphonium
and he was quick to realise that
the expertise 'of , O'Reilly bor-
dered on genius.

When| on holidays In Kilkee
Albert, |with other 8t. John's
men like Johnny Clarke and
Paddy Naughton, paraded and
played with the'local band, Men
like these had music in their
solils and théy llked to share
the joy| of it everywhere they
went. | 4

JAO;I( FITZGERALD

Eighty-elght years old. Jack

Fitzgerald of 10 Sarsfleld Court,

Garr'yowen, is probably the last
surviving member of the Vict-
udllers’ Band, He joined in 1895
as a trombone player, and some
of his companions were:
Stephen| Collins (euphonium};
Ddn Doyle (baritone), Joe Daoyle
(bass), | Ned Wallace (bass),
Jack Wallace (bass), Jack Kelly
(trombope), = Switzer O'Brlen
{tzombope), Da Hogan (drums),
M Hanley . (drums), Jack
Mackey| (tenor horn player),
Eugene | McMahon (do.), Keyes
the” printer (tenor horn player)
ant his prother (E flat clarinet),
Frank Collopy (clarinet), Tim
Quane (clarinet), Mullins (baas)
ang Paddy Lillis, bandmaster,
In 1897 the Victuallers were
digbanded, and for the years
that followed Jack served in the
Atmy, in such faraway places
85| Indig,- Aden and Tibet, He
re-enlisted during the Great
War off 1914 - 1018 and took
part in several expeditions that
now have their place in military
history. He spent three months

In| hospital recovefing | from
Wwaunds| -he 'had received -in
action at the front. £

When| he. re-jolned the Band
on hig jreturn “to Limerick in
1819, Ja¢k was olaying with such-
men as|Jack Healy ﬁﬁ drum},
Mick Powel] (bass), Pa Keane
(bass), Paddv Naughton (trom-
bone), Dan Healy. (tronibone);
Sorenet (players Jim Maher and
Messrs' | Donovan, Canty and
O'Brien| of -Pennywell; -Albert
Kearsley (suphonium), Ned
Reilly |(euphonium), . Willia

seves [(saxophone), Jim Kiely |

(B fat Lin,xg, - Huodont gamazy..
( rums) and clarinet
layers | Cantillon, . Cuddihy, §
eves and O'Reilly. E
If Jack hgq a lively time at!
ont, t}?g-lgs were not too ¢
Quiet either on his return t
Limerick in 1819, In November |
of|that year a public procession
{0 Mount St. Laurence Cemetery
7| memory .of the ~Manchester
Martyrs| (Allen, TLarkin and
O'Brien was plannéd. THe-Tans

¥ golden years have become

one fong golden day in his life. *They were

“I am very proud of St. John’s Band,-and proud of the

had thrown a cor
fop «f Willlam.St. and as the
8t. John's Band detoured
Erpup was known as St John's ‘Chapel Lane to Cat

Was
and just
t
closed in ;
“flammed all rougd
for the rest of that evening Jacl:
was hard put to it to convines
himself that he was in the out-
patients’ department of a Lime-
rick hospita] and not in a fleld
hospita) ih Flanders !

PATRICK McGRATH

Another old campaigner with
and at|the funeral of Captain fond memori o8

days {g 82-v:

with.” Men,

=

The
now o

heir headquar

and

Clarinet players, front row (1.

Curtin.

i

D Bection i(fz‘i;'ﬁt):;_l Cyr:ll Duggan | (back)
7t © Paddy (O'Halloran.

on across the

hedral Place
they met the Boherbuoy Band
coming back
commemoration
of the
as the band had reacheq

of those
3 -old Patrick Me
Grath, of 28 Bengal Tce. Patrick

'Some stirring incidents in the years before

' { g
{ Was; born in [Lelia St.lat the feot

of the old Tewn Wail, néxt door
to Mick Hogan's public house,
and wé'l(ed.‘with Arthur Guin-
ness & Son| for a number. of
years. He paw service in the
Boer War and the Great War
and has a fike collection af his-
torical works on the! latter

He was a prominent member
of‘ the great|Shamrock Football
Club team of 1903, 1804 and 1907
(The only other survivor of thar
Ereat winning combination is, 1
am given to|understand, Denny
Maher.) Patrick playeq also o
the old Lansdowne team with
Bow Higgihs, Mick: O'Brien
{postman), the Kennedys (stone:
cutter) 'Mick Hartney, Willis
Foley and Tom McNamara.

Patrick haf a special twinkie
in his eye as he recalled the
Christmas Elve night of many
¥ears ago when four® friends

i

to r.)—Michael Hinchy, Mick Cgantillon,
Back row—Mick Enright and Joe Cantillon.

Thady O’Dwyer,

too, like Jack Fitzgerald and Patrick McGrath like to|talk of the

the First Wqrld War.

i
went to the bland,rocm (which
was on the Hoor above the
Shamrock Club) and as saysl
“put in a bit gf practie And,
seeing the nigHt that was in it,
they decided, ko liven up the
town and ‘pl in Christmas
Day. t
With instruments at full blast
they paraded uJ': Garryowen, and

»

down the Pike] And, a3 nobe of
the quarteite Wwere members of
the band, the ;Flusic was rather
discordant!

Eventually, dhe Night Watch
decided to takd a hand, but the
four would-be| musicians : sue-
cessfully eluded them, And-back
in' their local for the next! few
weeks they Had difficulty in
holding back the laughs as their
companions spoke in awe ahout
& phantom band that played
through the ¢ld town in| the
early hours of|Chriatmas Day.

Joe

dler

Jimmy Mi




