i band contest was in the Empire
» Palace in 1809, and at the same

Connie Sheehan,|Ned Wallace, Jack Wallace; Bohble ODwypr Padd L:Eus Pa. Hogan, Steve Collms,
Greaney and Tim Quane. -

WH 'Was the first to-i;lay the saxophone in Lime-
rick'? The distinction is claimed by the oldest
member of St. John’s Brass and Reed Band,' John

Clarke, who at 756 marches just as erect and as

sprightly in his new uniform as when he played with

the Number-9 Band. in

the old . Empire Palace

Theatre, Dublin, away back ln 1909, . ..

Someone said ane time'thm
there is properly .no -history,
only hlographyi And the bi-
ography of men hke John Clarke
is the story of St. John's Brass
and Reed Band, men who
marked withs music Limerick’s
joyous occasions,
brations. religious - processjons
and the varied events gay and
grave which make -up the: life
of a city For over a century,
since the days of the Victuallers'
Band which it later- succeeded.
St. John's. Band has played 1Ls
part in that life.

John Clarke was only twel‘v:-
vears old| when he learned l;us
first note
master Crionin of the No. 9 Fife
and Drum Band in Nichaglas St.
Some contemporaries were
(drummer)
. Bil] Law-
and Johnny
His first

(big | drum)
O'Mara (gide. drum),

venue that evening he watched
Tommy Burns and Jim Roche
fight -for| the World Boxing
Champmn hip:; - In: 1910 he won

public ceke- |

in music from Bard-

a Lompetmon in the Markels
Field with the Boherbuoy Band,
ang the band was presented
wiFh a. euphonium for their.per-
fo).mance R

ST. JOHN's : |

. |
In the meantime, John ha
:been studying music ‘under M|,
Moane, who at that time wa
doing great work in the instruct
mq% of bands ang orchestras I
1910 he moved to the Boherbuoy
Band under conductar Thomak
0 !Br:en and then, with men like
Jack = Norgrove, Bill. Lawlor,
Peter Kelly.and William Shee-
Jhan he helped to re-organise St,
#John's Band in 1911, One of the
b1 events in which they . played
Ia year was a. mass meeting
the Volunteers in Limerick -
"1’. never saw anything of its
magnitude before-or since,” he
says.

St. ‘John’s was the successor
of the famous Victuallers' Band,
and two of the old members ‘at
the time of transition were
Paddy Greeny (trombone) and

Jack Hea]ir' (drummer), -

| ber,

Therﬂ
was_a complete 'set of msr.ru
ments in the old band house in

-8t John’s -Square, and in many

of their outings the band ‘woul]

play into the dusk-of the éven
ing, ‘reading. the music with’ the
afd of bicycle lamps.

ORCHESTRAL -

- SOCIETY

They were great years in the
musical life of Limerick. O
of the city’s most gifted mus l-
cians, W. P. Belling, who - was
organist ‘at the’ Redemptnr st
Church, was conducting t
Limerick Orchestra Society in‘
1918, when John became a mem-
Another ~famous loca
musician, Paul - Bernard, was
leader, and the orchestra played
in" many memorable concerts in
the old Athenaeum (now  the
Royal Cinema). John played thﬁ
concert flute and senior to him
was flautist " Thomas ©O'Donovan,
His first . concert . opened withi

the- overture 'the “Merr
Wives of Windsor."_
ENRICHING

life, too, were the .occasional
visits of - the , world-renowned
Joseph O'Mara Opera Company.
O'Mara had a permanent orch-
estra of some. thirty members,
but this was augmented by local

musicians; including John, with.|-

Frank ‘Beatty on ‘the drums and

-Gus Greenpe on the bass, fiddle.
.The venue for O’Mara’s.prodilc-

.the Theatre Royal, |1

tions wa;
!% ‘were Gilbert and

and ' the

Enriching: Limerick’s musiclp.li'

1

1

| : : .

Sullivan pres ntations. and,’ for
silent picture
of a Natiton,"| John ‘would p1ay
t‘ho accompan ment.

7','TH E MINERVA"

i In the early days there were
no dance bands as we know
them now, bu on every Sunday
night there! was a dance in St.
John's Square| ito” the music of
the piano,: viplin'and concert
flute, :

tIn 1915, J hn tounded the
popular dance band combina-
‘tion, “The Minerva.,” The first
members’ were Frank Beatty
(drums), Miss| Coogan (violin),
William Fitzgérald (piano) and
John Clarke (sax). “The Min-
erva” played -in the old Court-
house, which, despite its austere
and sometime | grim legal asso-
ciations, was a venue for many
of Limerick's ifashionable balls.
And from Limerick the band
visited such - places as Dublin,
lork, Tipperary, -Clare—'* We
plaxed all over Ireland,
meh of At,”. Jahn. says, .

'In his thmty years in - the
dance hand /| businéss, - John
played in ev’ery ballroom -in
Limerick, too.| Aftér the Court-
House carhe the Lyric, and other
popular vem;fs -were Gedry's

Hotel, Thomas Street, and

‘Young Ireland's hiurling club in

Rutland Stree

%
Kest

THE FIRS SAX

'John Clarke ‘was the first
rgusiman to p ay the saxophone.
in Limerick., -And the first hall
in which he eyer played it was

" the Legio: Cluh:

like 'The Birth:

every |

B
i
\
|

great and _ins
played it throu

afterwards and if

‘I.t made 8
nt.. impaet;
g theﬁcauntry
wAsa winner

erywhere it was. heam % Prevs

ious to .thg*, ‘he-

had

pla}*ed the

concert flute and [piceolo; ™
What were they dgm:mg to im

those = days? - - There

oceasional ceili, || calo- E
donians, lancers| ‘an ilita:r\- .
twossteps.. A llttle ‘laler ca e
"'Maggie." *The Cuckoo Wal

1 W

and |then the ‘“CHarleston™ had
a long reign-of popularity. And
8. 3

then jazz and.thg

‘blues.

With hig first saxophone;’ JoHn

layed them -all flor
%‘rom 1915 until. he

ight yeans.
letired from

the dance-band seene in: 1946 he

had | only two Saxophones;

second was an American: Ccn.-

saxgphone, whigd
excellent service
fihale:

(Conti.mled ne:

/]

Swedish

to perform

here
Tﬁe Lund Uﬁ1

of Sweden will g
concert in- Irelan

h i gave him
ol ‘the grand

t S*tur&ay). '
= e

sjngeﬁ

rersity Singers
-wertheir first
d at the Mem-

bers! Hall of th
Socnety on  Wedi
8 p.m. . &
: The choir. of 39,
ducted by Alex
also| perform- in
the Cork - Choral
Friday and. Sat
way, Wexford an
wellfas making a
RTE.:

Royal Dublin
esday next at

members con=
ilander; will
Waterford, at
Festival next
rday, 1o -

: lkanny,
rtl%lordtng for

= 8!.

“hig’
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