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Limerickman of the
Year won’t blow
his own trumpet

By LEADER REPORTER

INTERNATIONAL
Band Parade Day on
O’Connell Street—chests
out, music blaring, re-
sponding to the local
crowd, the Limerick City
Brass and Reed Youth
Bank is at its best. That is
satisfaction for Samm
Benson, the 1988 Limeric
Citizen of the Year.

Music is 53-year-old Sammy
Benson's life. 1t has been his
family’s lifc blood for a
ceatury spunning four genera-
tions. On Tuesday night he
was named Limerick Citi
of the Year 1988 in the annual
tributc organised by Junior
Chamber and sponsored by
Kearney Jewellers,

His volumtary work with the
band, which has tauken up almost
4ll of his sparc time since 1974, is
the reason he was selected from
the numerous n ions.

Quitz lrankly Summy Benson is
astounded that he was chosen as
Citizen of the Year

Fr. Kavanagh

“1 did not think that teaching
kids music and running a marching
band merited such an award. | am
truly honoured when you think
that Fr. Vincemt Kuvanaghis a past
recipient — now rculfv merited
the award”, Sammy
Limerick Leader.

Most Limerick people will be
familinr with the band thut Sammy
muns. They practisc on Monday,
Wednesdays und Fridays from 7
pam. to Y pom. and on Sundays
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. It takes 4 ot
of time but at least the: : their
own £120,000 band hall in Caledo-
nian Park. It still needs a lot of
work on it, requiring showers and
the like.

Sammy would dearly love to see

this work being carricd out but all
his time is taken up tcaching the
kids music and he his me (o o
out and bang on d 1o rase
money and persuade sponsors 1o
thP them oul.
For this son Sammy and his
brother, Christy, huve often had to
put their hands in their own
pockets.

They bought the first instru-
ments for the bund and got the
show on the road straight from
their own money. It costs them
dear not only in time but in money
also.

Residents of the city centre will
be very familiar with the band, If
the weather is good and there are
enough of the 60-strong band
around, they will take to the street
on Sundays.

Sousa marches-Sammy's
favourites-often pervade the “air
on Sundays as the kids marching
along bring m and life to city
streets which 4 ree of traffic,

Music in the Benson family goes
back a long way. In 870 the
original Sam Benson was born, He
went on to become president of the
Boherbuoy Band and onc of its
leading members

Black and Tans

he Benson-inspired band can

arch on Limerick streets
with casc~it was not always the
case. During the “troubles™ the
Black and Tans chased the Boher-
buoy off the streets, They ran for
their lives when shots were fired in
Mulgrave Street. The instruments
were quickly ferricd 10 the attic of
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Sammy Benson and son Sam.

Sam Benson's house in Brown's
Lane, off Edward Siurcet,

While sone musician
no satisfaction”, Sammy's :
tion come casy,

“Or band parade day when we
are coming down O'Connell Street
and the kids play at their best,
rising 1o the occasion, and the
cheers from the crowd . ., that'
my reward”, he says.

Sammy'’s fate father, Paddy,
introduced him into his Dance
Orchestra at the age of 144 as a
tenor sax. He took this up when his
father retired and the orchestra
l:layud well into the 70% until
Sammy gave it up and found the
youth band.

Hundreds of city kids have
passed through his hands in those
years and he has taken them on
many tours-"78 Englund, *79 Un-
ited States, '86 Geneva.

A number of things break
Sammy's heart: kids leaving when
he bhas them trained, the lack of
enthusiasm shown by some parents
and the fact that the band does not
have enough cash.

'L get
stac-

Shortage

An invite to Geneva this year

had to be refused because of o
shortage of monecy, “If we had
money like, say, the bands in
Clonmel and Tuilamore, we could
have 10 kids marchi
O'Connell Street-
dream™, he disclosed.

Despite the demands made on
his time by the band he still has

time for his work as a dental
mechanic and helps, o, in the
family music shop in Catherine

Street, run by his son, Sum-the
fourih generation of musicmen

He is ever grateful for the
I'ml ce of his wile, Dolores. T by
have lived in Japemount k.
Corbally, for the past 20 yeirs,
have four grown up children;
who runs the music shop;
utrick , i technician in St n's
in Sulton; Ld, an engincer in
Dublin; and Murian, now Mrs,
Tuohy.

Despite o massive turnover of
band memburs-as many as 30 in &
year-the band has won the Inter-
national Band Parade 11 times. [t
sel 1o win a lot more with
Sammy Benson at the helm. But
he quick 1o take credit.

e insists thut he could not have
led the band so far withowt the
backing of his family and Bernie
Heffernan and Paddy Reals,

Women’s World Day
of Prayer in Limerick

By LEADER REPORTER

WOMEN'S WORLD Day of
Prayer will take place on Friday
next, March 4, with services in
Limerick.

One of the main aims is (o bring
together women of vy IS Faces,
cultures and  traditions in closer
feHowship, understanding and ac-
tion throughout the year.

AL 10.30 8.m. a Service will take
lace at the Church of Our Ludy
Flc]p of Christians,

At 2.45 p.n. at the Salesian
school chapel, Fernbank, North
Circular Road, u senior school
service will be held. With the
co-operation of Sr. Brigid, Salc
stan Convent and Mr. Thomas
Hardy, hcadmaster, Villiers
School, students from both schools

will participate

AL 8

: g.m. a service will take
place in St. M

ary’s Cathedral

A prayer service will be hy
St Joseph’s Church, Castlec
a1l a.m. on Fricday next. § ces
will also be hekd throughout ether
venues around the county. All are
held following carcful preparation
by bible slm?y and prayer meet-
ings

SAVOY
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Young
Scientist
test for
the West?

By A SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

A YOUNG SCIENTIST cxhibi-
tion for second-level students will
take place in the Regional Collepe,
Tralee, on October 31, 1988,
The competition is open 1o
schools in \{;chl Limerick, Kerry
und West Cork. 1t will be divided
into five C;lll.'glﬂl'il."S: biological and
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WE PAY MORE FOR Y
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85 O’Connell Si
Limerick
TEL. (061) 312588/3

ST. JOHN’S HOSPITAL, LI

TENDERS FOR PROV

Tenders are invited for the supply of
provisions to the above Hospital from /
to September 30th, 1988.

Bread Meat Fi
Butter Pork E
Fresh Milk & Cream Sausages
Groceries Poultry B
Tea/Coffee

Tender forms and specifications may
from the Secretary/Manager (phone 45¢
whom completed forms should be retu
than 5.00 pm on Wednesclay, March ¢
Management Committee does not |

accept the lowest or any tender.

s; chemical
|, physical
3 Lconomic
cs;  lechnology
in wood, metal or other

material.

Attractive prizes will be
awarded 10 the win in cach
catepory with a perpetual troph
and cash prize to the overall
fnner, There will also be special

prizes
The competition is orguniscd
ie Regional College,

b of the
ciation, and

i rhert.
Full details are av m

the  exhibition 1

Boyee,
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Cllr, Michael Finucane  has
asked  Minister for State, Mr.
“uhy, for funds from the

Nittionul Lottery  for
Community  Centre
tion

Feenagh
reconstyruc-

* (luality Homes + Brochure with

¥ View
on your site. sixteen models.  hom

Contact McDONNMNELL HOMES,

LIMERICK RAPE CRISIS
CONFIDENTIAL COUNSELLIN
PHONE: (061) 311!
P.0.BOX NO. 128

Barra O Tuama Presents A Evening of Oper itic Delights

—~ THE SENSATIONAL ARMEN]AN TIT'NOR %*-

GHEGAM GRIGORYAN |

! MHRY HEGHRTY ‘:}w_':lr.s\

ngrid Surgenor

PETER McBRIED,
ial Guests: BOHERBUOY BAND
HOTEL

SPONSORED BY FITZPATRICK'S SHANNON SHAMROCK,




