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THE

'HUNTSMAN

®PARNELL STREET

Limerick’s nejwest and most luxurious
restaurant

2.30-2.30 p.m.

Open daily for lunches,

= d'hote and a | carte served Tuesday to Sajur-
day 8 p.m.-12.30 a.m.

Phone 42649 for reservations.
| With every good wish for the future to Limerick City

Brass and Reed Youth Band
| (flac)

; o’

") IN THESE days of
materialism, the
wonderful work of
the Benson brothers
in forming the mus-
ical training of
many of the ybuth
of the city is tb be
highly lauded, | and
thanks to them
many young
would-be musicians
who would other-
wise never have got
the opportunity,
have the chance ofa
musical trainin%.

Christy, founded the
Limerick City Brass and
Reed Youth Band in 1974 in

the hope of teaching the
boys and girls of the ity the

Congratulations and best wishes to Limarick Gity
Brass anfl Reed Youth Band

We stock all the lafhsr models in video recordgrs —
'anasonic, Hitachl, Sanyo and
Wormende at

including J.V.C,,

Prices ... Why

'J Not Call for
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i - —

l : .
V. Finucane & Co. Ltd.|
50 Upper Wifliam Street, Limefick

Telephone 45500 ° ‘

=5, Very Compaeditive

a Demonstration?

various brass, reed gnd

N percussion instrumients and

the art of reading music.

The long hours of hard
slogging were notin yain as,
after only a fewmonths their
efforts began to bear fruit.
The band was a familiar
sight in the city streets that
time as Sammy used to
guide his proteges “pround
town” three nr?our times a
week and the locals|

girls on the marked
improvément shown with
each outing. Atthattimethe
band was known asjthe
Boherbuoy Youth d, but
because people from.all
parts of the city were
involved it was decided that
in order to avoid any further
confusion the namg of the
band would be changed to
the Limerick City Brass and

(fl4c) Reed Youth Band. |

So from Jahuary (1, 1976,
the new band emerged with
its new name — a name that

TRADE
ELECTRIC

9 Lower Grald Griffin St., Limerick
Tel.q: 47754, 42197

_Wish Limerick City Brass and Reed Youth

Band ¢ontinued success

-1 in such a short while has

become renowned for its
beauytiful music an
dedication to the art.
However, all this \was to
come-later. A'lot of| hard
waork, long hours and huge’
expense hed to be putin to
making this band al cut
above the rest. Indpor
practices were held every
nightin the Transpart Union
Hall in O'Connell St by kind
permission of the ITGWU.
‘for the first threeyears of the
band's existence and it was
here that the real spade

work was done. |
The Bensons, at limes,

| TOM HICKEY

PARNELL STREET, LIMERICK
i Tel. 42071

Video, T.V. and Hj:Fi Specialists — rental, sales and
service

FINANCE ARRANGED

1" Wishing Limerick| City Brass and Reed Youth|Band

cl‘gnnnuad success

1 must have despairgd at the

task in hand, as teaching
young boys and gi ils from 9
years of age upwards the
various arts of !he[music
business is by no means an
easy task. However, they
brought the boys and girls
to a very high standard
within a fairly shortitime. On
top of this the mammoth
task of raising monay for
instruments, unifofms, etc.,
had still to be accorpplished.
The band was only about
4 maonths old when Sammy
decided to enter a

_J competitioninKilfinaneand

to everybody's delight and

CONG?ATULATIO S )

ass and Reed Youth Band from —

WHELAN

Music ¢entre, Nenagh

Specialigts in dapce bands and P.A. amplification
Equipment and all musical instrument

PHQNE (067) 31301

to Limerick City

| (f14c) J

amazement they were
awarded the first of their
many trophies when they
were placed third overall,
The band went fram
strength to strength after
this bnd were fastLreaching
the high standards 1
musical quality that is the
hallmark of this very much
sought-after outfi

The crowning |
achievement in the band’s
short history was when they
entered the Limerjck Civic
Week internationgl band
competition in 1975, just
twelve months after their

foundation, and were
awarded first prize, a feat

|
Best wishes to the Limerick City Brass an¢ Reed
Youth Band from

JOHN HARNEY

| LTD. :
i Concrete Products 'J

Dublin Road, Limeric

which they achieved every
year since. |

An incredible feat you will
agreel |

Needless to say after
these tremendou
achievements the band are
in great demand EJH over the
country, opening ffestivals,
playing the cabargt circuit,
matches, etc. and on each
occasion they play a wider
range of music tq suit all
. tastes. Included in their
repertoire are marches by

The Bensons, Samjnv and ‘

complimented the b?ys and ,

Telephone 47477

Sousaand others| the many
musical themes from
popular televisio

LIMERICK
LEADER
Advertising
Features
Team

is just

\
Teleph:he
call away

programmes, jazz, pop, and,
of course, ciassicil and'lrish
music.

|
TOUR OF ENGLAND

In 1977, after wi
Limerick Internat]
Competition they were
engaged to do a cpncerttour
of England to coincide with

nning the

Limerick City Brass and Reed Youth Ban
decessors and annex the coveted top prize in this year's International Band

the Easter holidays of the
following year. The boys
and girls worked extremely
hard for this trip, each
contributing £1 per week for
50 wéeks and the band fund

« subsidised the balance for a
fantastic 10 day tour. This

was the first time that a
Limerick band had bsen
asked to'tour England and
the boys and girls did
themselves, their band and
their city proud as they
outshone themselves in
every way. Each year since,
an invitation is received by
Sammy to do a repeatshaw,
but other pressures have
forced them to, defer these
invitations to another date.

AMERICAN TOUR

On the morning of their
departure to England 2
confirmation letter was
received booking the bapd
for a tour of America from
March 8 to 29th, 1979,

This tour proved an |
outstanding success from
the outset. St. Patrick's Day

parades in‘the Mid-Westjare *

held on different days sothe
band were able to take part

in the parade in Louisville,

Kentucky and Cincinnatti,
Ohio, on successive days,
and in both parades thay
lifted first prize a_?ainsx very
stiff opposition. The band
made many new friends on
this tour and many of them
have paid return visits o
Limerick just to renew old
friendships. The Americans
ware very impressed with
the extremaly high standard
of perfarmance by the band
and they expressed thefr
amazement that the band
ware voluntarily run and not

subsidisedin any way by the

Arts Council or by the
Government.

While in the US the band
bought new uniforms, the
design of which was
Sammy's own idea. When
completed it will be| the
maost
attractive in these islands.

- NEW HALL

Ever since its beginnings
in 1974, it was evident that
the building of its own
premises/would be a prime
target for| the band, but the
first objective in this goal
was the acquisition of a site
which was realised in the
capital of soccer in Limerick

— Caledonian Park.

Now the real work began
A |ot of money was needed
and many hard hours were
put in by a-degdicated few —
Sammy, Christy; Eddie
Benson and Berhie
Heffernan, particularly, with
help from other members of
the public, work
commenced on the site.
When the foundations for
the new hall were laid apd a
12ft. high boundary wall
arected it was evidentthat a
very large amount of money
would be required if the hall
was ever to be completed.
So, after long discussions
with the band and the
architect it was decided to
borrow the monay by using
Sammy's property as
collateral. This meant that
thé:band committee needed
to raise in excess of £500 per
month for 7 years if they
were to remain solvent. On
top of that the go-ahead

onal Band committee borrowed

£10,000 for the American
trip resulting in an extra
£500 per month being

\
HUGH McMAHON & €. |

43 O'Connell St., Limerick. Tel, 48444 4a1j1

Wishing Limerick City Brass and Reed Youth Ba
continued success =
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Bast wishes to|Limerick City Brass and Reed Youth w
Band

POWER SMALL
PROFIT STORES

tlﬂﬁliinm Street and Patrick Street, Limerick

(I4c)

J

This group of musician

Pictured recently.in their magnificent new

Benson (band master) Christy Benson, Berni
i son, and John Hannon.

oy «

Competition in 1978.

s were the winners of the International Band

d, 1981. Hopes are high that they emulate their pre-

premises were Sammy’
e Heffernan, Eddie Ben-

On parade and on their way to winning the International
and Competition in 1977

added to the already high

. repayiments.

So, within a few months
the hall was built — not
completely finished — but
the band werte able to move
in. Again a lot of hard work
had to be done both on the -
hall and forecourt and on
the site generally.

With the very heavy cost
of barrowing and the heavy
repayments needed every
month it was decided that

This group was pictured prior to their departure

the only course of action
open to the committee
wauld be to approach the
different Government
Departments in the hope of
getting grant aid for the by
now massive project. With
no grant aid forthcoming it
was decidedto enlist the aid
of Mr. Desmond O'Malley,
Minister for Industry,
Commerce and Tourism,
who succeaded in getting a
grant under the youth

employment scheme. The
first grant was for £6,900 in
1979, and agian in 1980 they
received £11.800. This
money could only be usedin
youth employment |
none could be used for
badly needed materials or
for any other purpose.

Sa, with youth workers
available money had to be
found for materials, and
with the usual faresight by
the Bensons this money was

Competition.

once again raised.

The youth employment
grant is now finished and
there is still a lot of wark to
be done on the project
which consists of a beautiful
maple floored hall capable
of seating in excess of 600, a
full-size kitchen, games
room (pool, ete.), a music

stock room, an instrument

room, a shop and
dressingrooms off the
stage. On the outskirts ofthe
hall, thereisacar park which’
is also used for tennis,
basketball, soccer and
squash, while indoor games
include basketball, soceer,
badminton, pool, table
tennis, ete.
FUND RAISING

From the outset, the
fundraising has been very
intense and each year more
and more money is
required. There is no fee for

“tuition, instruments and

musicis supplied, so alsoin
the uniform. So in order to
raise the money needed just
to survive the members
collect around the city while
the band gives a recital, The
band only collects in the city
centre as it is no lenger
financially possible to travel
to outlying areas.

' “These recitals only cover
the cost of our existence,”

said Sammy Benson in the .

course of the interview. A
flag day every so aften also
helps to keep the coffers
from going dry. Also several
raffles are held over theyear
which gives a great boost to
the financial situation.
Since the youth band
moved into the hall in
Caledonian Park weekly
bingo sessions are held on
Wednesdays and has
gradually become part of

| the social scene in the area

A weekly dance is also held

. on Friday nights to old time
. and modern ballroom

dancing which are very well

! supported.

Last year a series of discas

“were held for the younger

set but as usual 3 or 4
hoodlums not allowed into
the dance were making a
nuisance of themselves
outside the complex so it
was decided to stop the
discos altogether.

Other sources of income
for the band include the
many engagements at
festivals, sports outings, etc.
These are really the band's
major source of income and
without these engagements
the band would cease to
exist. —

The band have two
remaining ambitions for the
future — the first being the
dire need for a new set of
instruments at a cost of
approximately £20,000 and
to complete the new
uniform which will cost in
the region of £5,000. With
the existing financial
problems it will be quite
some time before these
ambitions are realised.

However, the youth band
goes onteaching new pupils
every night of the weak. the
art of the various brass, reed
and percussion
instruments.

Qutside of the £1,000 per
month repayments, the
band have many other
expenses so if any
music-loving reader wishes
to contribute to their coffers
they could send their
contribution, no matter how
smail, to Mr. Christy
Benson, The Bungalow,
Dublin Road, Limerick.

for England in 1978 2

NEWS FLASH!

Special raduced prices for remaking your ol

denture in one day
False 1eath repaired whie you wan
ALL WORK GUARANTEED BY

SAMMY
BENSON

DENTAL REPAIR SERVICE
25 CATHERINE STREET

(near Glentwoerth Hotel}

Phone 46386 anytrme. Open

PLUMBING, HEATING

HARDWARE, MAINS AND
DRAINS MERCHANTS

Best wishas t

P. J. Matthews = @

& Co. Ltd l

Tel QoY adr

outlets in DUBLIN WATERFORD and LIMERICK

Makers af high class mineral watars anc
Wish Limerick City Brass

| SHANNON MINERA

WATERS

Upper Clare Street. Limerick

Telephone 48068

nd Reed You

tinued success

" PRE-BUDGET PRICE

(Limited St

SHERRY FROM
THE WOOD

48 Roches Street, Limaerick. Te

Fine Wines

Wishing every success

Watch

July 31 — August 1

( HARVEST FESTIV.

City Brass and

ot for the Harvest Festival g™

DANNY
RYAN

Musical
Instruments
20 Bank Place,

Tipperary

For all mus

Specialists in roads

(" Congratulations and best wishss for the

OLIVER
MORAN

& CO. LTO:
TARMACADAM CONTRACTOR
Galvone Filling Station
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Phone 49770
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NEWCASTLE WES!

St. Patrick's Day Parade Comm

Wish Christy and Sammy Benson con

cess with their Brass and Reed B

Newcastls West Parads Committed

their Civic and Industrisl Par

At 4 o’c., Tues. (St. Patricl

Numeraus floats and bands w




