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rs of history . . .

A precious relic of

the pas

fTTHE passing years, when
bring only one surging

t restored

looked at like the stilled action of & huge painiing, ean
response in the heart of the average man and woman. The

| hard and dark shadows of sorrow scattered here and there serve only to heighten the

glowing shades of kindness,
muied background of enduo

Yos, there 2 only one irue
ciotion whiclh enn include @ll toe
experiences o1 be past when cons
teenaprbatod fu thedr roigl cffect, aod
it aes Ironn gite hwart ln & osoln
cotet e Lide oon T pemtitude which sayvs
“thank vou' o the good God and
o thee good oeizhbours who helped
alohe thie wiy.

the vigorous colours of love and loyalty enlighten the
rance and integrity.

TIME OF
- ESTABLISHMENT

in the ruined medicval cherch by
an Augustininn Father, Tt proved
a difftiewit fpgk o  fecover  the
mongstic buildings and wp
really succeeded on dodng =0

Thiz may come ns 0 surprise to
thos: who read (e well-kiown ils-

after a lapse of a hupdred vears |
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' But thp people of Limerick soo
{ showed how couly

. Some ineident may caude you to | tories of Limerick where it i oftoen |

pause angd reflect, A Joviul mar-| sialed that we were vacabiighod it YEA,RS

JriRge, o funeral or & feded | the city before the =sevenieenth

photograpl from the past, For ma | century. The mistake fs . under-.

‘it was o slone, B-worn, grey gtone , StAndoable boenuse the Coanon Fe-o :

with its hirth  certitleate capved | KuIArs of 51, Augustine and the! During these brief nopelful years

upen it v Possidl Frinrs were in the city I feel sure the Fathers placed the

! betore us and were j#!:lurall: lknewn gtone over one of the, doorz of the
Three and & ball conturies ago | 88 AUgustinians, ou might call old Church when they were reslor-

4 voung Icidlnnan, Feither Dermot
sleGrath, joined the  Augustinian
Jrder in ZFulamanes, where bhe had
‘compieted his studies, and peturned
10 Ireland to begin & pevival of the
Aupustinigns n Munsier,

Flg mnst bove boen o brave young
mish, not jus; bLecause of the diftl
cult Limes -which all sharved, but
bechuse he was pimost alone with
no fellow members of the Order to
shate house and hardship.

He towk thie sfisl: bravely in hand
amd encournged Cother young men
from ithe Irizh Colloges in Burope
te Joun  him. In sixtesn years

C1613-1620Y  fhelr numbers had so
Ancrensed in Ketry nnd Cork that
contaet with the Fathers working
in Galwoy and Mayo was the next
natural atep,

Evervthing pointed to Limerich
City. It would make an axcellent
resting place for Foters travelling
frorn ave peovines Lo the other,
and gloee nll ‘gur work at thet time |
was jn the nature of 8 secret mis-
gion, the mlasioners often changed
- plages,

Limerick barlour hag ships fee-
iuently  frony the continent and
thiz wasz a4 mueh-needeod service by
priesly and students, Qur monge-
ery i Adate wag by now B &
vary bad condltion and i the
Fathers returned to Adace they
would be easy prey for the priest-
hunters

The city offered gronter security
and preater advantages. But ag
almost  insuperable  obstaels con-
fronted them. By & recent dectes
from Rome, »no teligious orde=
could establish & house in Irish
citles &nd towns unlesz it had &8
claim. going back befare the Rafor.
mation. We Al nat kove guch a8
elabm iu Limmevieir =iy,

them first couslns of ours, p
no one abjects,

lafer an.

The Crossed Friars wore Lrought
to. Limerick early I the thirieenth
contury by Slmon Minor, Their
hospital and monastery were near
Sir Harry's Mall hordéring. Fish
Lane, It was dedicated to
Blessed Virgin, St. Edward the
Martyr and the Holy Cross. |

Thiz triple title has also led some
inlo supposing that those names
represented more than obie monas.

1

ery.  They were what we might
eall a oursing grder, o VETY Wn-
pleasant and diffeult task in thosoe

rovided "ing the building.

4 TERE

COur firs: nown

§ Prior of Limerick was in oflice there

To add to the confusion the man-:
noer of our coming =eemed to jden-
tify us with them. ax you will neo |

In 1848: hiz name, Fathiee
Lavy .

Eul the dread of C'romvwell zoon
spread through the countey. AfLer
Line sureendve of Lipwerick 1n 16061,
Father Lacy pnd his community
went fnto hidiag, It was oniy for
i shory time becauze the (aiholica
wiere again ollowed v praetise thelir
religion  efter the Heatoration of
Charlos 11 in 166840,

The Fatheras returned and con-
tintted - publle worslilp In the old
church which had 1o be somewhat

Mouriow

 repaired. Within 20 ypars camea the

defeat of James I af the Battle of
ihn Bovne, and the Siege of Lime-

rrok |

precious link with

with Limerick.

ON Sunday last, a quiet but impressive

. ceremony took p
Augustinian Church in O'Connell Street,
Limerick, when a 330-year-old stone,. a

foundation in Fish Lane and now
in the” frontage of the present church,
was blessed by Right Rev. Monsignor
Moloney, P.P., V.F., St Munchin's.

REV. ]J. M. CHAWKE. O.SA.
deals” here with the history of the stone
and the Augustinians’ long. association

lace in front of the

the Augustinians
placed

dave, and I em sure fhe peopls of
Limetich wepe Eenerous o them.
Bo outdranding was thelr goovioe
1o the ocity that fhelr Froc wis
given the privilego oand right 1o
casi-the first vote in the cloction
of the Mayor and 1o have the
place of honour on the dayvs of
election, And ihe Prloes useg this
privilege. right up to the Reform- -
atibn, Then came the storm. ‘Phe
Friars were turked out, their pro- |
perty confiscated and given in 1837 |
o Edmond Sexton and heirs, Encls |
of Limerick. Scon afierwards the
Order of the Crozsed Frisra was

J'
1

, Limerick to the Augustinians,

‘family which later gave ua
 O'Connell,

eruzhed out of existente in Ireland.

A MISSION
TO ROME

S

Almoat LK years later we chols
lenged the confiscatfon. A Hitle
diplomacy In church wifnirs wolicn
achieves wonders, o Augustinion
Fathers, Fr. Maurice D'Conneti and
Fr. Patrick Comerford, declded to
ask Pope Urban VIII to transfer
the vights of the Crossed Fr.m‘aFM

¥,
s
Daniel
Fr. Comerford becamoe
Bishop of Waterford.

In 1829, Fr. O'Connell set our. for
Roma and there recgived much heip
from the famous Franc.sean Fr.
Luke Wadding, a cousin and {riend
of Hishop Comerford.

It was a delicote toak and Look
gome time. At last, on October i,
1632, Pope Thtan ‘i=sucd o brlef
from Castelgandolfo .transferving

O'Connell waa from  that

=the rights: of the Cfossel Friars in

Limerick to the Augustinians, This
Papal document gave us our char-.
ter for Limerick  Clty “and both iy
ceclextagticon] mnd elvil law of that |

“time was truly effective, just na the

conflacation waa fllegal acconding to |

the same [aws, E

I can well imagine Fr. O'Connell, |
although anxious to retorn to Ire- |
Imnid, tarr i:_ﬁ 8 little fo =zettle 1
nany s mirs and rejoice with |
h's [r'ends over-the success of hls
miasion, which was carried through
with patience, tact and skill. l'

He was returnlng a3 Provinclal

Y ad would naturally have somae

B i Wnaa ank ‘bus'ness on the wray. ;

S e e S |
g A e L e T B It must then, at the very earliest
v have heen some time in Januscy of

come true!

LD 43 Bl COORER (iMustrated pbove) I
¢ £4.80 down (with ¥ cylindors of

pas); and 24 monthly payments of
Total Hire Purchaze Price (gi-
| Fas) £50.3.0. Or €44 0.0, cosh,

| 'G0B WATER HEATER
¢ E£3.15.0 down (with 2 eylindoss of
1a%h, and 24 monthly paymenis of
Totad Hire Purchasa Price (exciud-
af £74.40, Or £20.50, cash, fitted.

y 18,6, down (with 1 cylinder af
paal; mod 2 manthly jaymonis of

Talad Hire Purchaan Price [ex-
3 Gas) 10,0, Or £11.1006, canh,

the new wear, 16853, befors he ap-
, pointed the first priests to Limerles!
"and instrueted them how to proce
with enutioh In clalming nur Inher-

" THE FIRST |
HOUSE

So it was that 1833 was the wvear
of our flrst house In Limerick. The!
Fathers rented o house and openerd
nn Oratory wvery close to the otd
monaatery of the Crogsed Friars,
serving the people with the Bishop
ond clergy. untll a aultable time for
catabllshing themselves more fully
should arrive, Mine vears later
that time came.

' The rebelllon af 1841 agd the tnk-
Ing of Limerick Castle

the Frigrs wera once mors able to
appear In publie in their religlous
hapits.

Our Fathers now prossed thalr
ela'm in necordanes with the Papal
document but the perople who had
ronted the old chureh and monaskls
hulldlagu wore, nnturally, Inslsting
on their right to remaln, The cnse
was ment to the Supreme Councll b
H'Itlmnn;li' and It wan decosod
the bulldings

over ta um,

Om Mnarch 35, 1848, the proplo of
Limerlak jm.rluutrgimirtd e mfe
tend Mmas celebrated onee moro

should bes handed

ed  ated

I

n 1642 ra-
stored the Catholles to power snd’

that 4

With the succezs o
ermies the law in Trel
ONoe more,; The worpraie- (or amayo
plunder dispossezesd many, Th
religious orderz were the first to
sulfer and 2 certain Willlam La-
saght had little difffculty in claim-
Ing the properiy we wore using as
& Priory. e Pennl Days seltled
in and o gioom amd sildnee foll on
everyihing for the nextlap VERPS,

‘THE FATHERS
RETURN |

I

When the first bad perioft of per
gecution was over, . fwo, of our
Fathers returned to Limerick, Fr.
Micholas Durcan and Fr Edward
O'Brien. . From the stonck of the
derelict church they bulid & new
small chapel within a fow [yards of
tha old one and placed (he stome
once more over the door, | Tt was
1733, exactly one hunderd yoeors
from our first coming to the city.

i« This Hitle Chapel was now sitg-

in Fish Lane proper. If to-
day you walk over Banl's Bridge,
you will se¢ thot Siv Harry's M=l
and, Fish Tl topdher ik
v narrow YV-sign, The oldimonas=
tery and ChurcH of the Crossed
Friarg waz malndy on the orm of
he V near the river. {ur new

i Chapel in Fish Lane woas oniy a

f

few yards from the point of inters
aaction, |

In those long drawn out [diaturb-
anaoss of the ?rwinus YOArs  many
citizens had died, priests hhd been
murdered or betrayed, dofuments
and archives desiroyed. W e
maeained who could tell vou the vxact
state of affairs hefore the dlem

It Iz not strange then that in
this struggle fof surclval, our right
to have & house in Limerick womas
e‘tu;iirzfnd by other vrelizious artlirs,
eapecinlly since we prected our-iltole
Chapel very elose to the n Dam-
inlcan Chu recently bullt
Fiah Lane, hﬂ

Bishop O'HKeeoffe Envn WE daya
to leave the city, but we appeaiod
to higher authority. The Primate
af Armagh pove his decinjon in our
favour but this did not zaliafy ao
the case went to Romo.

There, In 1737, confirmnaiion of
tha Papal document given to Ifr
Maurics  O'Connell In 1632 was
found in the archives of Propa-
ganda Fide, eded Ao tHapune
which must have cousel somp sean-
al and ecanfumion and It was for.
ever settled that we came 1o Ll
ek In 16833, by the direel permie-
slon of Pope Urban WITT, wiih (he
full civie and religlous rights of
the Croased Friats :

{4

dv

in Ltme_rt

Wiltlnm's |
1 changed

generoug they

| be. Ome of our notable priests of th
'Figh Lape community woag F
Thomas. Walsh, At the requoest o
thoe Bishbp ho served for moon
yeara with the secular clergy as
cucate In|St Mary'a Parish, ﬁe W
a Mavourlte with all the Diocesa
Elwsﬁ- especially with fellow euratd
and histokian, Fr. James White,

When He becams Provincial of
the Ordes, he showed great fore
sight In ahticipating the Rellaf Act
of 1TF8 In purchasing a plot of
kround betwesn Little and Gres
Creagh o whers he began ta
build & netw chitreh and priory. The
Mawor, Whiter Widenbham, loid the
foundation stene of the priory on
Murch 28,1778,

The Felel Act was passed in
June, and the new chureh was
oilicinlly opened on Sunday, Decem-
ber G, 1TTH It was a vaulted struc-
ture and for itz time was a very
Nee churel, He also installed the
firsl organd in any Cathalie Chapel

A voung: baker's apprentice who
served Mazse in Cre na was
Blven o coapletely new ife when
£, Woish lorganised a scholarship

iz send ham to  Italy to study
painting. Timothy Collapy later
grwe to. Br o Walsh his paint-

i af the Aseension which wwas

CHURCH

The new “Theatre™ Chureh secved
its purpodse well for aboutl ome hun-
dred ond forty years (1EXT15949)
During those wekrs the Arch-Con-
Traterniiy
was begun in Creagh Lane, multis
plied in numbers. A copy of the
printed regulations issued by the
Prior of Creagh Lane can be gcen
in the museum section of the Lime-
rick Cily Library.

There are mano alive to-day who

men of the Augustinian community
durt the "roubled times" Fr.
Joseph Heénnesser and De. Calum-
baus Murphy. Fr. Hennessey wag
8 commanding fiFuse, évery inch a
lender, & man of convictions, plety
and decision: Dr. Murphy, a scholar
and musician. Wet they were fear-
lesg in combining their politieal
gonvictions with their exemplacy
priestly lives,

Fr. Hennessey planned our new
church in OConnell Strest an the
same aite but much larger than the
*Theatrs" Church. For vesr: he
had collocted money o ercet a
bullding which weuld give honour

F‘lm:e-:.l ovdr the High Altar in
\..:Eigh L E-iﬁFl;.r-i Walsh, howeavar,

RE 50 00 n improving our
lot that he :,lalr.l not ew?n th1rﬁ:, Bg
was nntural, of bringing the 1633
sinne, the grout relic of the past,
with him when the community left
thi small building in Fish Lane in
1778, So the stone remained om-
hadded owver the door of the HtEa

to God, eontain the growing num-
bers of devout Catholics, and ex-
press our Tull liberty and freedom.
On March 15, 1839, seven monthe
hefore the ootbreak of warld wmr,
he cast the first shovel of cement
nto the foundations. The first haif
of the church was officially opened
o Mereh 38, 1841, He came out: of

chnpel. Thy new owners filled in
somme of the ]Juni:ﬁ!a with the logse
sCohies Iving arou and converted
It to & kind of store, and thus It re.
nained frorh 1780 to 1983

THE |END OF
OPPRESSION

In thp
rf-:laljnnq
clerey
by

1
Iy
Atk
‘Father

neanlime. the
twern  the
GUTEE] vy

Watsh

wigoesan
veiablislied
continued: to

Mourish ond |at least two of LT

Fathers were Idaned to the Bishep.

They . reegived| prost  pralse for
their. zeal,- phy, Iearning  and
aniability

One of, the Cowmmunicy, Vother

Willlamy  Hurles, was aistigiload
for bz services to prizoners dires
ing the Hebelljon of 1708,

In 1815 FalHer John Aupusting
Cronin  .cay  Mrier, ond  elected
again in 18323 | Duaring {hat tims
e =iw Jthe n theatre built in
the main  stedel.  Georpe  Stooct
(now "O'Clonhell] Sireet), gradualiy
becopne Involvell in heavy debrs
Keen foresight| again' gerve uz o
great advantngd. This wise o,
with the help land gencrosity ol
the Limerlck people, bought this
theatee for the Wugustinlanz when
it was put up for auction in
Dublin- and thep comverted it for
use ass~a chig

Thé faect thay = new
church wry now being opened n
the main =trect| of Lpmeriek waa
in itsell & =zignlthat the deys of

Catiiolic

appresalon weeft seon o end,
Bishop Tucohy pf Limecick pre-
alded &t the dfflcial opening in

1823, and wha
preach on bHhls grest cceasion (b
the famdous Adgusiinian  Bishop.
Dr, Janes Doyle OS.A, Bishop of
Hildoare and Lelphlin, belter kaown
am % JH.L"
Ha In many ' WOYE “WAs ©ven 6
greater fored in winning omaei-
ation than the {Liberater hinvaelf,

niel  O°Connell

Collopy's palntjng of the Ascen-
glon waz. brought from the chueeh
in Creagh Lane] nnd placed  aver
the High Altar gf the new church.

Another . Limerlele  Augustinian
helpéd Father Cpronin In aeouiring
thin  theatre. a  ‘waa  Fathoer
Danfel O'Connery In April, 183%,
he was the leader of the dogpite-
tion sent to London to diseuss the

osltion of the rggpular clerey with

he Dulke of Whillngten ant Sir
Eobort Peol In Inepotiations pre-
ceding - the Eoancipation  Aet.
With him - we mther nhy, |
O (ater Biehop of Dromored
nnd Bdmund Riak, founder of the
Iriah Ohrlstian Hrothers,

In 188, Fathor O'Connor was
nominated Vien petolic of Mad-
rad,  tho  Orst

nglish = spenkinge
doin

Rishipp to he ap ted o Tndla,

|
i
|.

Buppy

as more Qtting to'

nospital to-be present ot the opens
ng and died two davs later. The
ntire church was cempleted and
Mceially opened- on December 20,
HE, by Bishop Keane, the preacher
ing the celebrated Capuckin, Dr.

James, of Cork University.
g

Oma more name must be men-
oned in’ connection with these {vwo

LidbeE Loy, “dueilzpor
Molomey, PF, V.F. blessing
the stome nf the Ausustininn
Uhurch on Sunday. Also in pic-
fure are (left to efght ' Chevalier
F. J. Sheahan Rev. J T,
Phelan, (O8A 0 Vers IRev, P

J. Lyoens, Adm.: and ".‘1:-1-,=- Revw,
L. %. Lyons, 05A. FPrior

=zl
-

AL

ches -- Rev, Brother Aupustine
HL  Perhaps in the heartz of
people,  capectally  from fhe
¥, he was the most beloved of
all the Community. "His 1'fv of eniv
and | devotion, of kindness and
chanm made him the guardian angsl
of the sacr=ztviand church. He wos
eaumtly loved by the Fathers apd
whes he d'od in 1853 i waz Dol
that| bi= example weuld live o=
many yesra

chur
Ny
the
Lo

e e e —

will probably remember two great

STONE WAS
- FORGOTTEN

All this while, silent and for-
Eolien, ithe long, grey sicoe oy
firmly securs in the oid hundings
im Fish Lame,

of the Cincture which,

. In 1585, the property pasrod fram;
James Russell o  the Shehas
family, Jobn ODoherty maored
Anng Maria Skehan sind che buld-
ings passed Into the careful hamds
of the O'Doherty family, who arc
s 2tone-cuttiors by trade

As boy and man, John O TDoh-
erly koew the history of the plpes,
and kneéw that the main strucoure
was just the same os we left it i=
ITT8. From the grandmother o= e
Skehan sidd the Living LeElimony
was handed down to the O'Dokertr
family that the stone in theis PEg-
Perly was the Auguatinian store
stlll untsuched in the sameo oid
Avgustinian Fish Lane Chirck, and
this gots back to within a eczda
o1l cur leaving the plece,

John O'Doherty parsed on tRox
same tradition 1o ble o:.  Arnd =0
it remained ontil 1953, when 145 obd
buildings which bhed =tood for ooy
yeara were taken down fe moke
way for the vew houees in ODabh-
erty Terrace. It was then thar ke
Lintel Stone was romoved o thes
stonie-citing yecd At Mmithew
BnﬁFe. John O'Deherty had ear-
nestly msked hus =om to proseme
this stone. Mr. Christopher O'Doh-
2Tty carried ocut his Tather's wish
but for the make of convenies
Blorage he cut 1t doos 2o “he game
tral plege,

Whan we were building our new
chureh in 1938, we wore old aboat
the stone, but when the war eame
and IT. f—l‘ennmer doed, everyonds
attms {0 - have forgotien abeut
] Eeen enthusinsts of Limerick
~history, the brothers Mr Frank and
Anlhony MeNamara, recently
churned. our attertion to.the s omo

ANd made me enviows of (ke P ide
in Limerick Chty? and k. ir koo
Cledge of s ruins,

- A FADED
PHOTOGRAPH

LAY SR )

And mo T lookvd uoas
leoks ay f=dad

U L Bkt For e 30
Marked with the dame 133 =hy
’H!Hrti LHE, with a Iuile eonss
over Bhe H and the avnitel LF oo

heart underneardt - The date e o,
the pince in oure. the semlagg of =&
eart iz oure, And i= Rag syeees o
there uodistiried o “
ingl Three hondred and
voars of histers!

I felt this muie Rears slvptg a5
somoe:hing of those bossoe veloa,
thiz lore should Sefn s
thoe present by taking a sroclnd
piace in the fropt wall of onf new
chireh,

i Prior. YVeov ®ee: To1
O8A. hos already tha voas
PO Mg (0 Uoliops s n seie - o
Aacerizton. Helinvieed b
(L] 11{‘“1*'.'{‘.1:.”1?: kb Mol
the celeure and aw v
hag bers pok pved v ol i
the hall of the Pricry

He, tom 1 was wha woab
the stene abonld b recovorred
Elven o wipss of B

an
]

o=t e

.
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