VISITORS TO ASKEATON - The tragic story of Patrick O Hely and Conn O Rourke AV 4
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with eflorts being made 1o show he
was implicated in Filzmaurice s
Planned erusade (o dreland.

This wits the position when [wo
slrangers, fn sailors”  allire,
appraached Askealon earcly o e
manth of August 1579 They were the
lready-menbioned

Crernled, who had sue-
eecded his nlher as Earl
in [55HE, vol oll o o bl
start, as lar 25 his rela-
Lhons willy the English
Crownn were concermed,
for e hwnd -sirongly
opposed the new laws
against Calholicism in the
parliament of 1560, His
opposition wias a serious
olbstacle 1o ihe progress of
Pretestandism in his vasl
{erviteries whilieh strelebeed
o Rerry (o Walerford,
Fle Becamte < aspeet o (e
eves ol thed

Gorakl's pe o atence in
suppariing Catholicism,
togelher wilh rumours
that he was plotiing
adninst Chueen Elbanbeth,
fed to his Being arvested
in 5687, in hiz own
Tortress Livwn ol
Hibmallech, taken Lo
Englomnd, nmd lodoed in
the Tower ol London.
Leadership of the Munsier
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Bishop Parick © Hely
anil Fr, o
O fourke. Bolh were
g liers ol i hee
Frimelscan Oreler,
Fiael met lor the firsi
Lime o year amed o half
Before, in Paris. Baih
were [ron Connachit.
Bishing O Hely was
born in elther Sligo ar
Eenrim aboul 1he veor
1543, FHe was sl
Franciscan novice by
156G 1. wery lhely how-
bt feabereed dhe Oedber at
the friory of Dramalsir
it Co, Lelivim, 1n' 1562
T arrived b Kome,
where he contiioed
hix sludies. Later he
went Lo Spidn e pur-
sie o lnrther course of
stueclies, Plis combined
stuglies cmbraced
prammur, philosophy
anel Eheology, The was
conzidercd  an excep-

Greraldines was now Ltaken
over B han remarknblie man, James
Fillemouree Fitzgerald, o cousin of
the Earl. j
When lamd-hungry Wesl Country
English tenilemen began 1o occupy
paris of the Desmoand Lerritories,
apparently with the connivance of the
Crown, Pitzmaurice went fnte revoll

agninst e Crown, held oul for the
old vrder ol semi-lndependent lords
and clhiel= aeainst The centralizing
podiey ol e “Tudoes, woed voleed his
apposition 1o all kaws direeled against
Irish Cuthalies, especiially  the Act of
Religlons Uptlormily and the OQath of
Supremacy by whicl If was attempt-
ed 1o loree the Cathalle elerpy in
Ireland 1o recognise Queen Elsabeth
gs e of twe Churels,

A=zkeaton Castle: Built in 1159

Fitemateriee remained inorevall
untll 15735, when, because of waning
forlunes und the desertion of many af
his allles, e made o reluetant subs
migsion At Kilmaltoek. His submis-
sion feed Lo the release of the Earl
Gerald fom the Tower of London,

Frior to his release, however, Gerald
had to give undertakings that he
would not oppose the promotion of
Protestantism in his terrilories, that
he would adopt English customs and
Iaws. and live in peace with his
nelghbouring lords,

But once back in his native terr-

torles Gerald showed no sipns of car-
rving out these undertakings, and
continued to-act independently. as
before, In 1573 James Fllxmaurice
Fitzggerald sailed rom Glin 1o France.
On the continent he visited the
courts of France and Spain, as well
as the Vatican. endeavouring Lo
organise o crusade lor the relief of the
Irish Catholics, now subject to Lhe
all foree of ant-Catholie laws, While

In Spadn he met Pr. Pairick O Dely -
later to e Bishop ol Maye - whao
acted as his emissory 1o the Voalican.
English spies continually reporled on
Filemauriee's movements, and in
Irelane Gerald, Earl of Desmond, wias
kept under eonstant observations,

The Abbey Cloister

thanally brilliant siu-
clenl, o deeply reli-
glous, a man ol great humility and
charity. He was also u fine linguist,
On 16 June 1575, armed with o
commendalian

I e

Statue af 5t. Francis rubbed bare by the cure
seekers down through the centuries,

Spanish courl, he was back in Rosiwe,
seeking akd for Filsmauriee's planned
crusacle 10 Ireland. The Pope, Gregory

s &I andd his advisors, were very

impressed by this young frish
Franciscan, Papal approval wags
Bisvert, el prigeal ssepport peomisecd
e Filgmuamrice’s eresacde, Vory sbion -
I allerwards Patrick ©F Hely wias
appointed Bishop of Mayo, o very
smdl] dliaeese pow i orporiibed i fhe
arehiioerese of Touom, b Novembier
PSP, awceimmpnnied Dy Filemmurie,
b sl sadl ooy Lisbions fons Teelaaral,
bt s b storme foreed theie ship (o
return, Laler they went (o Frinee,
Filgmaourioe going o Brittany, sl
1!-15'1“]1 8] ”'LI."' Lo Ihoueis: wilene D oo
Fr. Comn O Howurke. Pr. Conn O
Hiirke — o1 Conn Brathaie O [re.

as he i35 known
i Caelic
SOUrTes, a native
ol O, Lebirimnm,
wits  of noble
slock. beinge o
son  of HBrian
YEourke, chief
of Breifne, He
witz boarn aboul
F550. amd joined
Lhe Francl=san=s
al the friarvy ol
Dromahair.
which had been
lounded by his
grandlather,
Eoghan 0
Hourke., Conn
was o brother or
hall-hrother of
that Brian ©O
Rourke who
pave shelier 1o
ihe survivors al
the Spanish
Armada in 1584,
A nephew ol his, 4
alzo Brian, fought beside Hugh O
Donneld]l at the Bantde of (e Corley
Mownylains fn 159409, aod Inter wel-
comed, to his castbe fn Leltcim, O
Sullivim Beare and his follwoeers whio
had made o Tehting relveal all the
way from the south-west coast of
Cork.

An account of Conn. wrlllen i
1579, describes him as young, poodd-
looking and quiel-spoken, a scholar
and preacher of repute, From surviv-
ing genealogies his ancestry can be
traced back in a direct line lor 21
generations Lo (hat st
Huiare wha lived in the
ath century and gave his
neme Lo the elan.

These then were th -
two clerics, wha, dis
Euised s sitflors
approsched AsKenton o
aclay in early Augas
15749, having arrivest i
Kerry Ivom Briltany so5md
Liime belore, Bishop ©
Thely was on ks way
Eivkes chiarge ol the olw
ciese 1o whteh e lun
been appointed: Fr, Con
£ Rourke was reiurmin
o his nalive Leiteis:
They dlectded o visd
Fitwmanrice s oovsin, (e
Earl of Desmworal, a0 T
eastle in Askenion.

The Earl wos absent,
bt RITE Counless
reevived Hhem hospitably,
aned we ecan visualise
Lhem Bedng enferiained
and [eazied in the preat
Bamegueting hall of {he
e e wlier ilwe frsvndls of
i Tongs ol Tossrdors
Jonrney over sciowedl
lanl,  Dutl  Eleanor,
Conniess ol Desmand
Wik Gl asiule woimsen,
gl lwer mingd was work
ing fast as she plaved hostess to ey
clistinguished Fuesis.

As soon &5 they Tad Jefl the casti
amdl Hel all in the direction
Limerick Eleanor sent waored 1o the
mayar of Lirmerick informibng o il
Ehaesie slveren oot s Eleamor weis oo
cernel lor bhe safely ol her stz
Sbver lrrew b cnenmies wiere anly wal)
ing for the opportunity lo conne
Bim with Fitasiwree's planned «
sacle, e ovveldvemen Wbt weaneled e
foe Dl ceamBisasptiony of libs estalos, §i 0
preerhuaps Ui Pesefaesbboore all Taes Lilee, e
of i wisil of 1we impoeruantl elerics,
Just returmed frmn thee conbinend, ws
Bevinreel fo comproiise Dim, Hlene
FElcinor s wetion ton ooforating e
it horitbes.

The authorities acted quickly,

Patrick © Hely and Conn O Rourke twa of the martygrs recently beatifo-!
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seizing the clerics as they approached
Limerick. Here they were hnprisoned
for several days belore bhelng sent 1o
Kilmantloek for tvial by Englishmaon,
Lored Justiee Willionm Dorory, Dinoey, in
ertler Loy oddain the verdicl be wanled,
sl oastle the eonumon Baw; and
invoked martiol Taw, trving the pris-
oners by counrtmartiol. Both were
examined closely by him. Bishop O
Hely sade his sole purpose i coming
to Irelamld was exercise his episcopal
TLasction.

Al lirst Drury declded (o try per-
suasion rather than force. He told ihe
hishop he would set him free and
reward him well ol alss allow him
to retain his post as Bishop of (e
wueens Chorch il Be woukld renounee
hiz Faith, This he refused (o oo, He
wits then eruclly torfured in a vain
dllempt (o exiraet dndorisailion ffom
b alsengd. Fitsniimioe's eraside, Fr.
Cromnay O Rovrke: wis affered) Treedom
anel advancement i e Chureh i Die
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An early figure of St. Patrick set
into the abbey walls.

to would  take the Oath  of
Supremacy acknowledging Queen
Elzalweth as Heod of the Church, He
toao, refuged the ofler Both were then
et Lo elesid Ie By Dranragiiragh.

O oo bl Aogas 18 157G,
Phitededc €F 0ely el Cimane €8 Moieeke
wore beaadeel ooy oo Jne psosciieed alled
Coroehitia, st ouisice (e Eoown walls
ol Kilizilloek sl of (he 7 oar ol the
preemseart Cadlalie elwirehy, Vol Daclies
weer'e Dl Danisgéimig, Dok sty tloys i
Ehe grilsbabess wlyile thwey wooe iE et
by Dhvury's saldiers. The bodies were
thien 1‘1";':‘I'|.1I.I|._l.' tiken dhovwenn by Jdodin
of [hesmnnel, Dmotbuer of (e Baed ol
Desamesanl, aanl ket o' Baprdal 1o
Askenlon Franeiscan ey . Askialin
whaks v losen ralhee than the peareer
Fraoeisean ey of Adoare, as
Askieaton was (o Desioml ferrilory,
while Aglare wies o e terriory of the
Bl of Kilelare.

On Sumclay, 271 September. this
year, In g solemn ceremony (n Si.
Pelor’s Sguare. i Womwe, Padrick O
Frely amdd Comna O Mok, with filteen
chher Irish muoriyves of the 18ih and
PPl ceintinrcivs, were bestiled Iy
Paagae Jeabann [uannl 1. Al sesvesibeen bl
willinegsly ehosen death o ber Hhan
vy 1ie conseieinees, sl ions
rratpedl Frinseisean rinry will pow
sy Tarvoenmae a pakivess ol palgErinmane
bl LR IIFI':I‘I' |-I'l|=|"ll' rI'II:' ;:1r|r|'.pl T s
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