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- By LEADER REPORTER

TOUR guide Anthony Sheehy is a
tourist guide with a difference.
charming visitors to Askeaton
with a song, poem or tune on his
harmonica.

Anthony, who lives with his
wife Mary in the town on the
banks of the tidal River Deel, was
once known for his skills as a
hutcher and black pudding mak-
o

A master swimmer at 62 years
of age, when he closed the door
an his butcher shop he became a
tour guide under a FAS scheme
for the town’s Franciscan Friary
alnd 12th century Desmond Cas-
tle.

“| suppose [ have been doing
the friary for 30 on a volun-
tary basis and | keep the lawns
there, Askeaton is a mediaeval
town and has a lot to offer.

“Our 14th century abbey Is one
of the most complete ruined
abbeys in Ireland. Built by the
legendary Gearold larla, 4th Earl
c:n'E Desmond, visitors marvel at
its beauty,” he said.

Facts and statistics come easlly
to Anthony, and he points out that
he had to do a lot of research for
his job and had to satisfy Dachas
that his knowledge was up 0
standard.

As we walked through the
abbey cloisters he remarked: "I
like to make the tour lighthearted
and don't like boring them with
dates. I give tours to people from
Austria, [taly, Belgium, Germany,
Britain and the US. Tourist num-
bers are down this - but the
strange thing about ton, we

A guiding ligh

The main chapel orea in the abbey

find is that numbers are up.

“l am doing this for the love ol
it and the love of my town.
Between 300 and 500 people have

one on my tours this summer sn

ar.

“As an addition to our tourist
efforts, we have a lourist office
run by the local Civie Trest. It
has helped to get people to stop in
the town".

Dichas has carried oul a sur-
vey on Askeaton and there are
plans for the eastle,

He believes Askeaton could be
better marketed.

“Tourists on the N69 drive past
the abbey. but manv of them
when they see come into the town
are flabbergasied when they see
our attractions,” he said.

He pointed to the amenities
that the town already had such as
a swimming pool that is to be cov
ered at a cost of E3.25m. the Deel
Boat Club on tidal estuary waters
and could be used for taking visi
tors on trips, and there is fishing
in the area.

Anthony has the support of
Askeaton / Ballysteen communi
ty council in his work.

He has family buried in the
abbey and pointed to the fact that
the grandparents of Hollywood
star J Carroll Nash are buried in
the Chapter Room of the ghbey

A French visitor painted a pic
ture ol the abbey and” how i
would look with a roof and pre
sented it to Anthony and a Bel
gian television crew filmed in the
town. )

“Hopefully it will help. bring
more tourists into the area”, sai
Anthony, as he went 0 meet
another group.
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NATIONAL DIPLOMA IN APPLIED SOCIAL STUDIES IN

The Institute of Technology, Tralee proposes o offer the above course commendiag Sef B XOOF
The theee year National Diploma in Apohed Socal Studes in Sogial Care 15 the = 3
gualification for entry into a wade range of Socal Care disciplines including:
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= RESIDENTIAL CHILDCARE
o COMMUNITY | FAMILY SUPPORT

« LEARNING / PHYSHCAL DISABILITY
= VOLUNTARY SERVICE SECTOR

Further Detasls and Apphcation Farms may S obfidined by cnntac e

The Admissions Dffice, Institute of Technology Tralee, Co. Kerry T. obb 714 5604
Application forms also available drectiy from wenstintralee. la/newcourse

To apply Ffor this colise will MOT chaage oo CAD Application choices in any way. Closing Dabhe Far,
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