A master at work: Artist
John Shinnors in his studio
PIGTURE: ADRIAN BUTLER
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OHNM SHINNORS
was by his easel,
poised to paint an
image of a woman
carrying John the
Baptist heads in a plastic bag
when it dawned on him that
he was an illustrator, just
like the ones behind the
famous Lady Bird books that
his children were reading.

“Ijust questioned myself. 1
can paint anything. [ could
forge Vermeer if you wanted
it, and you probably couldn't
tell the difference. And socan
hundreds of thousands of
artists who are
representational.”

That was how the
G8-vear-old saw himself, as
“representational”, before
hisbrush strokes evolved into
the signature, abstract
Shinnors motifs, often in
triptych palette, with which
the art world has become so
familiar and fetched upwards
of €p0,000 on the open
market at one time.

The artist speaks: Shinnors at Ormston House on Patrick Street

Speaking at an intimate
talk in Ormston House
recently, the Limerick native
revealed a self-portrait of an
artist who had, and not so
long ago, been choked with
the malady of “painter's
block™, as he putsit.

Shinnors was  open,
unrestrained and

unapologetic about  this
“problematic™ experience.
After it all, it was what led to
his upcoming book, Adult
Reading at Artist's Bedtime,
an exploration of the artist's
life through the medium of
sketches.

He had an idea of the title,
but had no book. That all

changed when he discovered
compressed charcoal pencils
around a year and a half ago.

And upon returning tothe
drawing board, figuratively
and literally, that is when
“memories of when 1 was a
child and my school days. ete,
were coming back”.

There is a wvariety of
memories the acclaimed
artist shared with those
gathered in Ormston on &
Thursday lunchtime to hear
Shinnors speak. Included
among them are being born
at the maternity hospital in
Bedford Row and the time his
mother had enough of their
home in Merchant's Quay
after a rat fell through the
ceiling and onto the kitchen
table.

But there are more
pivotal, deeply-personal
experiences resting in the
memory of his youth that
came to light during this talk
in front of more than 2o
attentive  spectators, all
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sitting in a circle around the
artist.

The first that comes to
mind is when Shinnors first
walked through the doorways
of art college, aged 17, and
moved to London over the
summer holidays to live with
hisaunt.

"1 said | would go back to
the art school after
Christmas, you never know.
They weren't checking up on
youanyway. I wasjust one less
hippy, but 1 wasn't a hippy
really. I didn't like hippies,
you know what | mean? They
were all over the place, you
know, free love and all that
stufl,” he recalled.

"l came home that
Christmas, and I was back in
the house. [ was back in my
bedroom, and after a day or
two | put my hand up on the
wardrobe. Before 1 went to
London, | had about 10 rolled
up drawings, which I thought
were quite good. There were
about five life drawings and
five from the antique. | put my
hand up on the wardrobe and
felt nothing, no rolls, but fat
pieces of paper, so I scoop
them down and there they
were, torn in quarters. They
were large scale drawings. |
wasn't none too pleased, to
tetl you the truth.”

He probed his mother
about it and she said: "1 think
yvou'll have to ask your father
about those, John.”
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Shinnors speaking at a recent exhibition launch at Central Buildings Gallery PICTURE: GARETH WILLIAMS

And though he could
never prove that it was his
father, he knew “because he
was that type of man”,

So one 5t Stephen’s Night,
while walking over Sarsfield
Bridge, John noticed he had
his father’s favourite briar
pipe in his pocket and
chucked itinto the Shannon.

“l was so enraged at the
time. If he was behind me I
would have thrown him in,
too,” he quipped, drawing
laughter.

Educated at CBS Sexton
Street and LSAD, he was born
in Limerick on April 14, 1950.
He made a comeback to the

art world in 2017 with his first
full collection following a five
year hiatus, during which he
spent three months in
hospital after being knocked
down on a motorway.

The abstract artist has
created headlines on many
ocecasions for his outspoken
nature, including most
recently in the Irish Mail on
Sunday with his forthright
comments about travellers.

The artist's new book,
which will be launched this

weekend at  the Hunt
Museum, comprises half
text, half illustration, he
explained.

The word ‘illustration’
triggers a question from the
audience about his unigue,
eryptic style, and how that
inception occurred.

It was a Friday morning,
sometime in the 1980s, and
John had left Franciscan
Church, only to have his eye
caught by a slab of mackerel
on a platter across the street,

“I've  seen  mackerel
before. | have seen thousands
of them. But the design of the
mackerel, their colouring,
shape, almost Cubist—a style
of painting that 1 never
liked—but it had everything
that sort of sparked me.”

And with this burst of
inspiration, the artist bought
three mackerel, hopped on

the William Street bus  alientohim.
homeward, "l firmly
and placed - = believe that
them outside 1 jUSt questioned . ... you
on a stone w I can create  with
wall in order = - your hands.
tcil i mlt amny “"“‘ﬂ- The carver
photograp could forge carves. The
them. After a COMmposer
cup of tea and Vermeer and uses an
a 5maJ|.-:e, hhe you probably instrument,
noticed that creating
F_hE'}" WErE ““Hn’t t.“ th compositions.
gone. difference The painter
1 even uses the
looked up to _ same tools
the sky. Next thingthelaurels  that have been used since the
weremoving, andlsaid: 'That  last 500, 600 years. So

little bollix'."

Hisdog Pighad beeninthe
process of burying the
mackerel, but after
exhuming them, he painted
them during the week.

“You are creative by
nature, you will find many
davenues o exXpress your
creativity. Painting isnot only
my livelihcod, but it's a
process that | totally enjoy.
But nothing gives me greater
pleasure than say,” pointing
to a large space on the wall,
“take that wall for example,
and to see a painting of mine

PR g

s

e T

e T T A T L T e N e

=

|  BOOK A FREE huu
& BE IN WITH A CHA

CALL 1800 501 501

Try the
Lyri¢ for

yourself with =

our risk-free
28-day trial.

Mo abiigation to buy, TECS Apply

™, 2018
T HEARING SCREENING TEST BEFBRE HDU 3!] )
a NCE TO WIN A €500 GIFT VOUCHER. 1eC’s apply.

| MAKE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY!

o s

——

PARTICIPANTS
WANTED

The woerld’s only 100% invisible hearing aid.
Can be worn 24 hours a day with no batteries to change.

electric or digital art and
photographs. The idea of the
electric image, he says, is

anything to do with plugging
in, it is not creativity to me, |
don't like photographs
either!”

As the 30-minute talk
drew to a elose, a question for
the artist was heard: “John.
The pipe. Did your dad ever
find out about the pipe?”

No, was the answer,
though his mother clarified
that he “went totally mad for
three weeks” searching for it.
But, likewise, his father never
mentioned the destroyed roll
of sketches.

Adult Reading at Artist's

on that. | derive great Bedtime will be launched by
satisfaction from that.” poet John Liddy at the Hunt
There are two things that Museum, with a3 ‘wine
dom’t satisfy the man, reception, at 4pm this

however, and they are Saturday.
= ————— =

S

Bon Secours at Barrington’s, Limerick

Microsuction

Ear Wax Removal
ALSO AVAILABLE

EAR WAX SPECIAL OFFERS

Children

e80

for both ears
(normal price €100)

BOI SECOURS HUSFIEAI

TRALLE & LIARFRICK

Audmlogv |
Medical |
Services
(7iving you hack the ot of foearing

CLINICS NATIONWIDE | www.audiologymedicalservices ie

AMS DAk e ContuRant &pproed by an
independie U Audiclogy Avyessmenl Baarg

Adults

€65

for both ears
(normal price €80)

- T i Bl
? Ceaeidibiant

—— o



	artists076 pg1
	artists076 pg2
	artists076 pg3

