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“ART is part of the total
person and a way of
expressing oneself,”
claims Mr. Charles Har-
per, head of the ﬁnp art
department at the Limer-
ick School of Art and
Design.

Born in Dublin, Charles
was educated at the ﬁfe cent
College and the National
College of Art and he has been
lecturing at the Ant College
here in Limerick for the past
12 years,

This week a selection of his
recent work can be seen at an
exhibition of prints and paint-
ings at the Belltable Aris
Centre.

The exhibition also features
works from Charles’s friend,
Coilin Murray. A friead from
his college days, Coilin now
Tuns a print studio in West
Cork.

“We have 35 works
between us in the exhibition
and they are all the product of
the Fast two years," said
Charl
himself as a Limerick artist,

He describes Limerick as a
lively place now for the arts,

“We have a fair share of
artists in the city. And not
alone this but these artists
show great diversity of taste.”

“These artists ensure that

es, who now regards-

the wide spectrum of different

tastes are catered for. And

there is an appreciation for

this among the people”, said
harles.

““The city is a good home for
artists. It's the people who are
responsible for this,” claimed
Charles, *

‘"This has a two-fold effect.
It improves the quality among
artists and creates a better
awarencss among the general
public.”

Plans
set on

to be a eiu;:ces?1 it is not only
necessary for the paim:ing to
be sold but to be sold to form
part of important collections.

Public collections contain-
g works of Charles Harper
include the Arts Council,
Dublin; The Haverty Trust,
The Gordon Lamberi Collec-
tion, the City Gallery, Limer-
ick; the late President O
Dalaigh’s collection, the
Municipal Gallery of Modern
Art; the Crawford Art Gal-
lery, Cork, and the San
Francisco Museum of Modern
Art, U.S.A. His works are
also featured in various Irish
emnbassies throughout the
ﬁogld including Japan and the

S.A.
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Charles believes that we o o oponsorship
rate favourably in comparison “In comparison to ouvr

to other cities in Ireland with
the standard of our artists.
“"However Irish artists don’t

rparts
cially England, we are way
behind. “Increased spon-

seem to do as well abroad as sorship would be beneficial to
the inter European artists.” the country as a whole,
Charles himself has held “If knew more about

shows in Switzerland and
Sweden and now is Planm'ng
one for New York. “Holding
shows abroad costs money and
it's impossible for the artist to
finance a show singlc-hand-
ed

He described both his shows
abroad as critical successes but

the culture of a country then it
could favour the country on
the industrial and the tourist
front.

“Look how famous we are
for our literature, so it's not
Just a question of money, the
returns would be there,” he
claimed.
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Exhibitions are necessary
for the artist and Charles
believes that artists shouldn't
hide away their work.

“They must go out and
show their work but some-
times the outlets for this are
not o good,"”

Charles is extremely critical
of the present situation which
exists at the City Art Gallery,
Pery Square, where the Op-
tions ibition is currently
on display. :

“It is an important exhibi-
tion but surcly somewhere
more suitable could have been
ound to house it for its
duration, thus leaving the
gallery free for exhibitions and
other art works,

“There is an awareness of
the importance of art for
Yyoung children but this falls
away when they reach the
primaryandseeondarystages.

“A lot of se schools
don’t even have art on their
curriculum. Tt seems super-
fluous to many,” he said.

“Art is of the total
person is a way of
expressing oneself.”

Becoming
a broader
person

Charles believes that an
education at the School of Art
and Design does not neces-
sarily lead to a career as an
artist but it does lead to a
broader, tolerant and more
understanding person.

“Isec it as an education and
not a training for a ific
job. We must not to
produce people for jobs that
are not there.”
there,

“We must strive to produce
more ad:
people who I believe would
survive in the present cli-
mate.”

table and creative -

iCharles Harper
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Imagery for Charles is

sometimes repeated, He
makes frequent use of frontal
heads in grid form.
- “This perhaps has some-
thin, to do with my training at
the ege of Art where we
concentrated a lot on portrait
painting.”

Training for the Art student
has changed dramatically
since Cha himself was a
student,

“We had a set format
dealing with specific history,
skills and techniques but it has

me much broader today
with the ideas of the students
playing a vital role in their
sl

aining.

“The function of the college
is to help develop the indi-
viduality of each student.

“During the mid-sixties the
fix rigid training was rebelled
against and after many pro-
tests, attitudes began to
change - these attitudes had to
chunf because the young
people

refused to tolerate
insignificant courses — there

are now many welcome im-
provements but everything
isn't perfect yet

"I would [ike to see art on
the same medium as law,
medicine or the technologies.

“More money should be put
into the arts for the sake of the
future which would assist the
smoother flow of the develop-
ment of our future,

“Art has a lovely knack of
helping the spin off in other
areas such as an improvement
in the quality of life and
at;ntial investment,” said

fes, who is a preat admir-
er of the Frenck School at the
turn of the century and the
American Abstract impress-
ionists.

“‘One expects certain things

" from art. Modemn art reflects

new thoughts, ideas and possi-
bilities but because of the
conservative taste of some art
followers, modern art doesn’t
enjoy the success it should.

“If we were to compare
modem art to modern tech-
nology then we would see how
necessary it is-if we hand’t
revolutionised and mod-

our technology then it
would be backwards we would
be going,” said Charles who
encourages all his students to
travel as young and &s much as
possible.

“There is more to be gained
if people become more open.
If you don’t understand some-

g then you shouldn't just
dismiss it.

“I don’t believe a Ppainting
has to be nice to be acceptable
but it must challenge and put
forward a question,

I art was only to please

then it would b: dead a long
time ago,
. “Art is a very total express-
jon and is a response to
living,” said Charles who
enjoys reading, films and
computers,

“Ilike life and I like people.,
my dre a response to
!I'lnt]?'l:aid rles who is also
a member of Aosdana, an
artists organisation set up by
the Government to honour
artists and painters,

Charles lives with his Shef-

eld born wife, Patricia, in

'Casﬂelmy. They have two

children,” Zuelika (17) and
Mason (14).

Neither have expressed an
interest in following:in dad’s
footsteps but Charles admits
that they both have a flair for
the subject,

Charles has been involved
in over 30 exhibitions since
1966andhehasrcccivedmany
naiiunfal awards including first

ize for an etching in t-
Kl}u the i):slumes‘:mlléliléilm[gE -
edy from the Instituto Italiano
in 1965.

His exhibition continues at

the Belltable until the end of
the month,
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