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INTERVIEW BY MARY HEENAN

Anne has Christmas planned in many colours

AS the festive season
approaches and the
annual shopping spree
begins, ome Limerick
lady can sit back and
relax—she has her work
completed since last
October,

And this work will be much
admired on many a mentel-
piece this Christmas,

ror Anne Fitzgerald-one of
ircland’s mos¢ acclaimed
artists  designs Christmas
cards for the Divine Word
Missionaries, Rogscommon

leiv;-cry ear. o -

“1 have been designing car
for the Divine ‘ﬁ)ﬂ? for as
long back as I can remem-
ber-they arc the only Irish
company that I have been
repeating designs for”.

These designs mciude a series
featuring the Madonna, a
series of traditional themes
and a series of cute designs.

“But naturally this work has
all been done well in advan-
cecof the Christmas season—
this year's series were com-
pleted by early October”,
said Anne whose work is
loved and admired all over
the world.

Tradition

A ive of O'Cairy Sticat
where her mother Bridget
still lives, Anne said that she
qas always interested in art,
but it was also a family
tradition.

Her grandfather and his

¢ were both artists
and they spent most of their
lives decorating churches
throughout the country at
the early part of this century
and this is an area which has
also become involved with-
she has designed and
painted the Stations of the
Cross for many churches
throughout the country, ber
most fecent being the Sta-
tions of the Cross at Our
Lady Helpof Christians,
Castletroy, just down the
road from her home at
Elsinore.

Anne has also travelled
abroad to do this work.

“Drawing and painting atways
came na ly to me”, sard
Anne who studied at the
Limerick School of Art and
Design. She then went to
Germany where she did
animation designs for a film
studio.

Not one to sit by and watch
the world from her Ela.llcry
at Castletroy this ambitions
Eun-ahead young lady is

own internationally as
the creator of the ‘Dear
God’ Kids, which have been
licensed for over a th d

years ago and it has been a
success story since captur-
ing admirers worldwide.

The cartoon appears six days a
week in hundreds of news-
papers in countries around

. the globe. Thezsnm found
on greeting cards, posters,
calendars, mugs, ppg:tcry,
bed linen, soap and hun-
dreds of other items.

Anne’s home is dotted with
ceramic B featuring
her ‘Dear God’ sayings. She
has almost one of every
piece produced.

“I knew from the start it was
going to work. I got such a
reaction that I had just to
run with the idea”, and that
she did leaving a series of
Irish landscape paintings in
mid-air.

“Iam only now getting back to
working on this series’".

A trip to Africa is how it all

* began, “I was asked by a
Bishop in Africa to design
the Stations of the Cross for
a Cathedral in Nigeria.

Out there I was immediately
struck by the sincerity of the
rcuple and their gonuine
pelief in God-they had this
belief and I knew I didn’t
inve it

When I returncd home I
decided to find out more
and 1 reading the
bible and the seriptures”.

Continuing Anne smd that the
‘De::a?;l Kid's’ wasthena
nat velopment.

And &hcwmw has %m up
wil new every
month. The ideas, well they
just come from everyd:ﬁ
situations. They are

eryday life and 8.
she sits being interviewed,
she picks up her marker and
draws in a matter of seconds
a girl with a notebook in
hand and the following
caption ‘Dear God, I'd like
to interview you'.

“It's simple”™ she says, ideas
come to me all the time”,
said the artist who has
penned thousands of de-
signs in the past five years.

Known affectionately as
‘Annie’ for all ber cutsie
desigm.hmhnu'mbooks
coming on the market in the
New Year bringing the total
now available to 31,

And though her books and

sters are available in
reland she would like all
the other products to be
available,

Anne is pow resuming work
on her serics of Irish land-

series includes

products and now appear in
17 languages.

On a recent trip to Isracl she
found a selection ot her
Dear God books in Heb-

rew.
What are these “Dear God

P from every
county in Ireland. ‘lv\:!pro-
ductions of these will be
available.

Excellent

Kids' these car-
toons have something to say
to ew ith the inno-

cence of children they often
provoke questions that
cause the adult to stop and
reflect.

Anne penned her first ‘Dear
God Kid® five and a half

R ised all over the world
as an excellent artist, Anne
s':id that up to six mn@g:f

e year 1s t working
abmad.lgam :uztlllle last rqv.i
years she a special
desire to ﬁ“’m some-
thing for Ireland haps
this series will this

every pocket.

every

You can now cut down on that
Christmas Shopping List and
still maintain the quality of
your gifts

Whan you visit ireland’s on
will have the best of both worlds.

Waedgwood glass and pottery at around % the
normal price and Irish Crystal and Pottery to suit

We are giving a sugar bowl and cream jug free with
-piece combination set purchased at
£41.88 or more for one week only at:

CRYSTAL & CHINA
REJECTS LTD.

Spaights Shopping Centre, Limerick.
(061) 42342,

Rejoct Shop you

desire.

However she feels that when
she does get an idea she
wants to act on it quickly.
but people in Ireland te
to be complacent and often
reluctant to take a risk.

Anne's painti d tap

ies have been on exbibition
in the American-Irish His-
torical Society and the Irish
Export Board, New York.
She also hds an on-going
exhibition in the first-class
E{)\mge of Aer Lingus at

dy Airport, New

Anne Fitzgerald.

York. %

Some of her tapesteries which
feature intricate and colour-
ful designs also hang on the
walls of her home at Castlet-
T0y.

Various pieces of sculpture
are also to be seen along

with many of her famous
paintings.

To develop as an artist, Anne
said that she always found a
need to work on her own
and not to be influenced by
someone elsc

Andwork is certainly no chore
for Anne—“I just love
what I'm doing and I can
become completely in-
volved in whatever aspect of
art I'm doing at a particular
moment, be it fine art,
inspirational work or cutsie
type designs.

“But the one thing that is
necessary with an artist is to
be able to do it when one
feels like it-this is not
always possible ecially
when one is working to
deadlines or commercial

Just before Christmas Anne is
off to the States to launch an
‘Angie’ series of books,
which she hopes will de-

velop just like the ‘Dear

Gi Kids'.

And just recently two vidéos.
featuring this series have
also come on the market.

. Her favourite piece of work-

“T have a special regard for
the Limerick scene, featur-
ing King John's Castle and
signed reproductions of
these are available.

‘The mure—"weil L never had a
plan for anything, I was
always blessed and it just

happened. [

Opportunities are just up to
yourself”, said Amne who
admitted that she always
wanted to try new things. I
believed in what I was doing
and Alvmyz had confidence
in myself”,

And for her Limerick fans she
said that she hopes to renew
her Christmas Exhbitions
s00n.

Fairdeal Furniture

DOORADOQYLE MALL (QUTSIDE) Opening Times:- Won. Twes. Suturday 108 Sunday 33

IT HAS COME TO OUR ATTENTION THAT MANY PEOPLE HAVE YET TO SEE THE FANTASTIC |
VALUE WE HAVE TO OFFER SO HERE'S A LITTLE INCENTIVE FOR CHRISTMAS

*FREE TURKEY AND HAM OR £25 CASH DISCOUNT WITH EACH 3-PIECE SUITE PURCHASED

Highlander Suite [RIYI

Crescent Suite

sEssamsEmEE

Milséan Suite ............ [E¥4ck]

Amphora Suite ......... JETE

Roller Amsterdam Suite ¥4,

Lockers, Headboards, Single & Double Mattresses.




