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PROFILE

VIVIENNE BOGAN

Poor financial input from Government

“THERE is no doubt that
in its first decade EVA has
fulfilled its original aim —
to stimulate an awareness
of the visual arts but we
still have a long way to go”,
claimed chairwoman of
EVA, Vivienne Bogan,
this week.

“In comparispn 10 our
European counh:ﬁ;arts we are
so_very deprived - people
living in [Ireland just dont
have an opportunityto see any
visual art.

“And [ just don’t agree with
the fact that people are not
interested in the visual arts —
judging by the crowds that
ila\m attended EVA in recent
years this theory has been
refuted. .

“The last two years in
particular have seen a large
increase in the number of

ople visiting the exhibition -
f:s: ear alone over 7,000
people visited EVA and this
year the committee is confi-
dent of increasing that record.:

Upsurge

“There is now an upsurge of
interest in the visual arts — it’s
almost like a renaissance and
its happening regardless of
whether the money is there or
not.

“It's sad there is such a poor
financial input from the Gov-
ernment,” said Vivienne,

But Vivienne believes that
the lack of awareness with
regard to the visual arts stems
from our educational system -
there is a big lacking in that
arca, .

With cut-backs one of the
first areas to suffer is the visual
arts. We have a strong tradi-
tion where drama and litera-
ture is concerned but this is
not carried through to the arts

~ dance for example is com-
pletely forgotten about, and
music is taught in so few
schools.

An artist herself and a
raduate of the Limerick
%chnollof Art and Design
{Pcciailsing in fine art,
ivienne said that while at
secondary school at Laurel
Hill, there was a good concen-
tration on painting and draw-
ing but I think I inherited m;
love of art from mr grand-
mother and my family.

Awareness

Being a member of EVA
and a member of the Arts
Council, Vivienne has intensi-
fied her desirc to do some-
thing about increasing this
awareness of the visual arts
among young people and to
provide them with facilities to
enjoy the arts.

Vivienne works from her
owa Studio in Birdhill and has
a number of exhibitions in
recent years - her last exhibi-
tion was held in Dublin in May
and her last exhibjtion in
Limerick was at the Belltable
during the winter of '84.

Since 1982 Vivienne has
been making all her own paper
~“that's an inspiration in itself
as the texture of each sheet is
different.”

Natural

And for this Vivienne
uses all npatural materials,
I)aﬂicularly nettles as they
have a lot of fibre - the paper
is made up in batches, usually
in summer asit takes solong to
dry, but making paper
now become popular among
artists.

For painting, Vivienne uses
water colours and she also
makes use of feathers and

bones to form part of the story

towards EVA

she wishes to portray.
Because she is now living in
the country, social decay, city
squalour, the destruction of
our architecture and replace-
ment with concrete slabs fea-
ture strongly in her painting.s
But she admiis in the past
year that her work is becoming
more religious. A Bahai.,
Vivienne believes that just as
religion has divided man in the
ast it will unite man in the
uture. X
“As I'm getting older, my
religion is becoming more

“We will also be inviting
teachers to attend and we
want them to go back to the art
room and do some work with
their P“[E,ils' which will have
been influenced by EVA - we
will have an exhibition of this
work, titled Junior EVA.
“Emphasis will be placed on
assisting the teachers to'guide
their students through the
hibition and ge each
student to explore and express
verbally ::3 visually Kptheir
responses to the various
aspects of a modern piece of

By MARY HEENAN

important and it is featuring
strongly in my work.”

A keen traveller in her
youth, Vivienne has visited
and worked in Australia,
South America, Holland and
the Far East.

Husband

She held a one-woman show
in Soviet Armenia where her
hushand Andrew was
teaching.

Most of her work here was
Abstract *‘but I don't think
they have developed an eye
for abstract art yet.”

Asked if her travelling
influences her work Vivienne
said yes but only in subtle way.
“My upbringing here in
Limerick and my environment

is whal really has influenced

mo.

“We hope to em:our%ge
school groups to visit EVA
and we have printed a junior
catalogue.
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art work.”
During the final week of
EVA there will be an exhibi-

tion of le's art in
the Gn%.gupiu d that
the work shown will in some

sense have been inspired by
visits to the EVA exhibition.
This young people’s exhibi-
tion is open to all students and
work should be submitted to
Paul O'Reilly, the administra-
tor of the City Gallery not
{i!etera than Wednesday, Octo-
r B.

A series of talks and semi-
nars with leading Irish art
critics will also take place in
the City Gallery, This series is
titled *EVA 86 and the Con-
temporal Irish Art' and
critics will include Dorothy
Walker, Sean McCrum,
f-‘udan Dunne and Joan Fow-
leT.

Lunchtime tours will take
place every Tuesday from 1.15
to 1.45,

But Vivienne believes that
this year’s exhibition should
be very attractive as it is not
too abstract — last year it was
more difficult as there was a
lot of new expressionism on
show.

Standard
Since its inception EVA has
been a 1 ional

will be oonsidering them again
for ts,” said Vivienne,
who believes that there is now
a large concentration of the
arts outside of Dublin.

Further

Vivienne welcomed the re-
cent announcement by the
chairman of the Arts Council
to develop further the arts in
the Mid-West area and in
particular Limerick city - the
Arts Council and Limerick
city have agreed in principal to
adopt a cultural agreement
which 'will apply to the Limer-
ick Corporation area from
January 1987 until December
1988.

“This is the first such
agreement between the Arts

ouncil and a local author-
ity,” said Vivienne.

Limerick’s rich cultural
heritage, its strong high-tech
industrial base, its planned
urban re-development, the
support demonstrated by the
business community for arts
activity and the enthusiasm
demonstrated by the arts
community in Limerick are
just a few of the reasons why

Limerick was selected for this _

Vivienne Bogan chatting to Charles Haughey

!

pilot project.

And now a number of

rojects have been planned

or the next two years — a
major sculpture project will
take place in Limerick city
which it is hoped will leave the
city with a number of fine
picces of public sculpture.

A major river festival
art and music is being di
sed for 1988 the Shannonis a
beautiful amenity and should
really be a distinctive feature
of the city, said Vivienne.

The Arts Council are also
anxious to see that the city Art
gallery achicves its true poten-
fial and we hope to see man
first class exhibitions travell-
ing to the gallery aver the next
WO years.

'Ot course the Belltable Arts
centre has done so much to
enhance the image of Limer-
ick as a cultural and thrivin,
city and we in the Council
have renewed our commit-
ment to the Centre.”

Despite her active role in
the Arts Council, her work
with EVA and her painting,
Vivienne has two youn, chﬁ-
dren, Knl’,yﬁa (4%%) and Robin
Louise (1%2).
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exhibition with a high stan-
dard of submissions from all
over Ireland, North and South
and even some from abroad,
*“We had 429 submissions this
Kear and the exhibition has
uilt up a rerx'uulatinn for its
high standard”, said Vivienne
v hmeﬁ%ibitednnumberof

% Ari.umry good
“It was certai in-
sight on the origi EVA
committee in 1976 to organise
such an exhibition - they felt
then that the region was
deprived of the visual arts.

‘The Arts Council were
fully behind the idea from the
start %Td:;wuuldns"tul:l:vehheen
Pﬂssi i & a show
annually wit?g:t their finan-
cial assistance ~ it cost over
£10,000 to mount the exhibi-
tion and our prize money is
very good.

“And much of the work is
sold during the exhibition,”
she added.

And the future for EVA -
it's open to review but it looks
as if there will be a change in
the format in the future —if the
energy and enthusiasm which
';.:“" always characterised

Bardas

LIMERICK
PARKING DISCS — PRICE INCREASE
NOTICE TO MOTORISTS

Please note that as and from October 1st, 1986, the
price of Parking Discs will be increased from 10p to

Op
Supplies of 20p Discs will be available from the usual
outlets. Motorists are advised that car parking facil-
ities are available at Charlotte Quay, Arthur’s Quay,
Pikes Bow, Dominic St;at:tksand Mount Kennett Car
arks.
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PARKING DISCS — PRICE iNCREASE
NOTICETO RETAILERS

Please note that as and from October 1st, 1986, the
price to motorists of Parking Discs will be increased

VA continue unabated, then to Z%p. Supplies of 20p Discs are now being distrib-

- we can look forward to EVA uted. Books of unused 10p
'87 and beyond. Discs on hands by retailers should be surrendered to

“It wi have been im- the suppliers, Messrs. Maxol Ltd,, at delivery/collec-

. possible to do all the work tion date of new Discs when appropriate credit will

without the help of our given.

dedicated it o ¢ (23270 )
The Acvertising StomdordsAulboritylsa.  The vast molority of advert y: (dedicated committee — our
vigilan! walchdog, On behalfof children  wilh the Autherity's Code of Standards. catalogue has received a lot of
itwatches and listens intently. Seeking But inevitably a few don't. That's when praise and all the graphics for
amy advertisement that isn't legal, decent, }wrMnﬂiiug\ﬂhlddeh this were done by our secret-
honest and truthful. As one extractfroni pounce, ready fo 3 ary, Wall. . ,
our Code in relation fo children states: And you can help. If you ses on But much of Vivienne's 4

“Acivertisements should contain nothing ~ advertisament which you think offendsthe time is devoted to her work :

e e T T Y 7] CORMUNITY INFORMATION CENTRE
moral harm to chi or i { ol rfising Star of of course
Mrmdulmlod:oioxpuiam-zsum Srelcind ahich i ot the oles Eywhich makes our job difficult. We Basement, 91'0’Connell Sireet, Limarick, Tel, 311444,
ofloyalty. every advertisement is judged. receive less than £6m. a year ¥

of which £2m. towards
drama - there is then very
little teft over for the visual
arts and that has to be spread
over a large area.
“It was a sad decision for us
to cut our fundings for the
. festivals but from now on we

Free, Confidential information on: Tax-
ation, Consumer_ Services, Housing,
Social Welfare, Redundancy, Famil
Law, P.AY.E., Health, etc.
We are open Monday and Wednesday
evenings, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thurs-
day and Friday mornings and Friday
afternoons. _

Ramamber.. ﬁmud“kymg,m’uhnhpm
ng
AWERH%BPEIG STANDARDS AUTHORITY FOR IRELAND

Housa, 35133 Shelbourna Road, Dublin 4, Tel: 608768,




