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Limerick artists in the frame as their
work makes major money in Sotheby’s

By ANNE SHERIDAN

WORK by two county Limerick
artists went under the hammer
at Sotheby’s Irish art sale in
London this Tuesday and
fetched well above the asking
prices .

Diana Copperwhite, a native
of Patrickswell, had one piece in
the sale of modern and contem-
porary Irish art. [Titled ‘Radio
Waves’, the oil on canvas piece
had a minimum asking price of
£5,000 at the New Bond Street
salesroom, but went for £13,100.

Rathkeale artist Donald
Teskey's acrylic on paper, titled
‘Coastal Landscape’ was
inspired by the coastline in
north Co Mayo. The piece had a
minimum asking price .o
£20,000 but fetched £24,500, mak-
ing it one of the most sought-
after pieces in the sale and more
expensive than one of Louis le
Brocquy watercolours of the
Spanish poet and dramatist,
Federico Garcia Lorca

Ms Copperwhite’s recent work
has been inspired by an ongoing
interest in the legacy of the late
modernist designer and archi-
tect, Eileen Gray. She has inter-
woven elements of Gray’s furni-
ture design with references to
the contemporary culture.

Artist and art teacher Roger
MecCarthy, Gallery 75, said, “She
has really come to the fore in
recent times. This year’s [AIB]
award really launched her in the
public eye.”

Ms Copperwhite is the daugh-
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ter of Pat Copperwhite, also an
acclaimed painter, and is the sis-
ter of Shirley Copperwhite, a
highly successful graphic
designer.

She studied at the Limerick
School of Art and Design, the
National College of Art
Design and the Winchester
School of Art, and has exhibited
at the Kevin Kavanagh Gallery
and the Rubicon Gallery in
Dublin, the Panorama Gallery,
Barcelona, and the Limerick
City Gallery of Art.

A fellow graduate of Limerick
School of Art & Design, Mr
Teskey was awarded a fellow-
ship at the Ballinglen Founda-
tion in Ballycastle in the mid-
1990s, which went on to inspire
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his work. Last year he was elect-
ed as artist-in-residence at the
Josef and Anni Albers Founda-
tion in Connecticut.

Other artists in the sale
included Gerard Dillon, Basil
Blackshaw and Robert Ballagh,
in 84 lots of paintings. Mr Black-
shaw's piece, titled ‘Joe Bell's
council house’, fetched £72.500,
while the most expensive item
in the sale was Sean Scully’s oil
on canvas, ‘Westray’, which sold
for £192,500.

The Irish Sale has been an
annual fixture in Sotheby’s
since 1995 and a stand alone sale
of modern and contemporary
Irish art was introduced to the
schedule last October. This inau-
gural sale was a resounding suc-
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cess, exceeding all expectations
by realising almost £900,000 or
€1.4 million. This year’s sales
surpassed last year’s figure,
with a total of £1,002,550.
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