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O’Shannon, once
P described Limerick city

E BROADCASTER. Cathal

b'as the country’s ‘best kept
b secret”. '

And while we've been

E renowned nationally for our

rugby, lace, bacon—and,
unfortunately, even crime in the
past— we’ve never gained the
reputation.as a centre of arts
culture. :

It was Galway that basked in
the spotlight as the heartbeat of
the West. j

~ But-within the last year, and
even the last week, Limerick
has defied all the odds and has
finally brouight its “best kept
secret’-—its healthy arts

nation. ; :
It started with Limerick =
School of Art and Design S8

students walking away with all

three awards in the Smirnoff”
Awards, and Corbally’s Alan
Kelly winning the prestigious
£15,000 Taispeantas prize.

It continued with the
‘University of Limierick being

And the party isonly ©
beginning for Island, the city’'s

professional theatre company,
l'who this week were nominated
| for a six “stage Oscars” in the

. ' ESB /Irish Times theatre

awards. e ke
But is it that Limerick never
. promoted itself as'a.centre of
. arts culture or is it a new
_refreshing aspect of Limerick
life that is currently being
“brought to the fore?
. Local actor and awards
* nominee Mike Finn, who
+ enjoyed phenomenal success
- with Pigtown, believes it is
becoming “fashionable” to like
the Treaty City of 2000 and that
- we're finally saying an overdue
~goodbye to Linterick.bashing. -

"L i“The only difference about;

" this year from any other year is */'
' that Limerick is finally being . -

/. been a centre of exce
+all sorts

‘vecognisednationally as a city
iof arts culture,” he said.
¢ "We all knew it fordfears! It's:

ence for
the past, -

nd'in the theatre a .
\“Similarly with the World Music
Centre. It's partly because ' . -

labelled by the media,
ytlanded with
ge Galway was

wn: wewere Stab City.
exX( _entwbrk
in the last

chosen as a'campus for Ireland’s .
‘I first performing arts school.

A

World:Music Centre (IWMG)in
. -the University of Limerick. I
. will be developed over five.
CE Y earS i el ol
The centre’s Ellen'Byrne s |
ointed out that Limerickhad a
ong tradition of support for and
participation in the artis and
this was increasingly being
-racknowledged at national level.

i 41“On the UL campus alone, %
i there is the Irish Chamber 3
' Orchestra whose success and
profile is‘how international,
Daghda,'and, of course, our
centre,;* she said. -

- ‘Mike Finn's‘nemination for
Pigtown is particularly:.special,
it'’s a wonderful achievementby
him and very gratifyingfor .
Limerick that thishome grown
talent has been recognised in
such a high-profile way. The.
city iscurrent and newsworthy
and I think thecity should <"
capitalise on the attention.”
$#'In aTeport issued by the' - &
Department of Arts;Heritage,
the Gaeltacht and the Islands,
the UL-based centre was
.referred to as a {vibrant, .
organic learning environment
which offers an integrated :
interactive tapestry of study in

GENERAL NEWS

music and dance at ©
; _ s e — -~ postgraduate level...this -
. Actor and playwright, Mike Finn: we're finally saying an overdue goodbye to Limerick bashing _viSionary centre links ¢losely
_ S e into the work of the professional

arts community.” 7

Its motto of “finding your own
voice” emphasises placing the
students own artistic journey at
the heart of the educational
experience. © :

Limerick has to wait until the
“evening of February 13 before
the ESB / Irish Times Irish
Theatre Awards for 2000 are
~announced. . - BN

. *In 1999, Island received a well-
* deserved nomination for John
Anthony Murphy’s performance
in Borrowed Robes. -

.«'This year,nominations

. include three for Mike Finn'’s
hit play, Pigtown including best
production; best new play an

“best setdesign. =~ 15
§ 2John Breen’s play, Alone it
* Stands—featuring the historic
occasion when Munster beat the
_All-blacks— earned two
- *"nominations for best director

.. and bestnew play. ' :
Island was also nominated for

‘By LAURA RYAN. |

bRy

‘centre versus periphery debate t

one of its kind cutside of D

t was Limerick’s : )
: Icontemporary EV+A This week, city arts ofﬁt,:pf A is on-going in the art world, but. g
- A exhibition that first Sheila Deegan said she bell art can be anywhere, not justin: = =04 .. best theatre company—as many
the current flourishing arts ¢ Dublin.” e S3ian o rejuvenated the Customs House . .. nominations as Dublin's Abbey
and Peacock theatres combined.

brought the city international
" acclaim in the arts world.

Now Ireland’s premier annual
exhibition of contemporary art,
it'offers a wideranging
programme of events that

~ The Belltable Arts.Centre has
been a catalyst for the growthof
many city based organisations =
Stich as Daghda dance company,
. the Umbrella Project, Limerick ©
Youth Theatre and the Real Arts |

- “has shown that Limerick can
*'display some of Ireland’s most
. . valuable treasures in an
unfussy and accessible way.

g ut the news that the city
i is to get itsown = !

While an award gracing the
mantelpiece of the King’s Island-
based company would be

... wonderful for the city, it is not
- anecessary to show how the arts
« culture in Limerick has

culture and popularity O£ %
things Limerick’} has matur
and developed in conjunctio
with the growth of the Cit¥
- “The people who have ma
Limerick their home, OF

" “Integrate local, national and
¢ linternational communities in moved here to work in the: gject 3 en st _
the celebration of contemporary Revenue or Dell want cultir: Until Frank McCotirt cam iy ) performing arts school + developed. . filen

' “in‘an ambitious new £35m plan’, /.. Because Island, as the then

they want to be part of

something,? shffe Saifil:ﬁ “emerging Druid company did in

arts and culture. . .

ong, Kate O’Br "er;_w.as the

‘"the Seventies, has broken the -

the jewelilin',tllé ty’sarts i
{emy of Performi  Dublih yiew of theatre and has

'WIL.

: TJ‘%:A‘?.;*-

: ha
ere is grtistig life |
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