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A good read . . . of the figurines at the City Gallery. (LL)

Gallery gargoyles are
full of impish fun . . .

By CLAIRE DOYLE

SEVEN miniature bronze figurines
are supplying limitless laughs and
amusement for visitors to the City
Gallery.

Clinging to the exterior walls of
the building on Pery Square like so
many fairies, the figures, measuring
no more than a foot each, are
perched in a variety of positions on
the building’s ledges and sills.

One is nonchalantly reading a
book while swinging his legs over
the ledge at the left of the main door,
another, equiped with a rucksack, is
thumbing a lift near a window on the
right, while a third is busy scrubbing
away the moss with a broom.

The incredibly imaginative and
unexpected poses struck by these
novel figures are bound to inspire
delight in every eye that beholds
them.

The remaining four are equally

amusing; one is endeavouring to
reach the top of the building by
climbing a ladder he must have bor-
rowed from Thumbelina, another is
hell-bent on smashing a window sill
with a sledge hammer the size of a
normal finger, another is in severe
danger of losing his precarious grip
on a ledge and plumetting on to the
path, while the last, which appears
incredibly interested in what’s: going
on beneath him, is capturing it all on
film.

An eighth cousin can be found
sulking on the edge of a plank of
wood inside the gallery. This piece
of sculpture, part of the city gallery’s
permanent collection, is called
Downside Memory.

The product of the imagination
and skill of local sculptor, Mike Fitz-
patrick, these little-people will con-
tinue te entertain for as long as their
bronze feet can remain welded to the
stone and escape being kidnapped.
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