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MR. O BRIAIN'S REPLY

Mr, O Briain, having repled at
length in Irish, continued In Eng-
lish to say that the occasion was
for him a rather embarrassing one;
but it was a very happy one, in-
deed. From the bottom of his
heart he wished to express his
gratitude and appreclation to all,
who had joined in making the
presentation. Many of those pre-
sent were old comrades and others
were the sons of those who had
passed on and who had 'stood in
the gap of danger in times gone
by. “I cannot #ind words,” said
Mr. O Brigin, “to express the
thanks and appreciation I feel for
this token of your regard and es-
teem, and I would also like to offer
thanks on behalf of Mrs. O Bpiain
for your kindness and generosity.”
Mr. O Briain also thanked Mr. de
Valera for the signal honour he
had confefred on them iIn coming
there that night to make the pre-
sentation. He knew how difficult
it was for An Taoiseach to travel.
tnere in view of his many com-
mitments, and he (Mr, O Briain)
would always cherish the honour.
‘'nanking ail the members, of the
Comhairie Ceanntair for their ‘gen-
erosity in making the presentation,

‘| people of
riek

Mr. O Briain said he eould g0
back through the years and taik
about the struggles they 'were in
Logether and tueir fallings-out and
‘tne rauings-in thnat rollowed.” He
recalied, too, that the movement
with  wh he was assoclated
sice luis and whicn rree brougnt
tunm into; publie life and into nat-
ional work ot varwous) Kinds, was
tne Gaele League, the movement
that put a new soul inte Iralind.
Tuere were, indeed, very few of
the older generation who had not

some association with the move-
ment, including Mr. De Valera
himself,

HISTUORIC OCCASION.
Mr, O Briain went on to say that
An  Taoiseach’s presence there
that might made it an historic
Occasion because, perhaps, when
they met again within the next
three months or sg Mr de Valera
would, please God, be zerying Ire-
land in a different capacity, It
Would be ead to part with him as
their leader and gulde but he was
sure the people of the coun
appreciatien

of his

allegiance to the ideals or ‘the m’i!: ¢

of Easter Week, Dartlc?}l&ﬂ! thi

™
his own Cbu Lime-

Qoneluding, Mv. O Briain said he
accepted the token of mppreciation
and friendship with - gratitude and
pleasure end said the presenta-
tions would be cherisehd all the
more as the years passed by.

TRIBUTE FROM CANON
CARROLL,
Very Rev. W, J. Canon Carroll,
P.P., V., Rathkeale, joined in the
tribute to Mr O Briain and re-

called their first meeting in 1920,

an at i k
Itui{enlIrid later in the organisation of

sh ~ classes In Ballyagran Na-
tional School. Mr, O Briain, had
been a long time serving the
country and had always done his
very best not only for those asso-
ciated with him but also for those
who differed with him. Having re-
calleq schoolboy acquaintances
with Mr de Valera in Bruree,

pleasure and honour for him to be

bresent that night at the well

deserved tribute to Mr. O Briain.
DEPUTY J. J, COLLINS.

Mr. J, J. Collins, T.D,, Chairman,
Limerick County Council, jojnedin
the tribute and thanked all pre-
sent for their very enerous re-
Sponse and for their’ support for
the presentation. West Eimerick

would show. ta Mr, de Valera t&

Canon Carroll said it was a great |

His Excellency, Mr. Scott McLeod, cul the first sod on ]
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:—Col. Russell, Mr, B, O’'Regan,

left
A

sléé olwwn for a
hand” fs
Chairman Bord Fallie; Councillo3d. P,
. Devane, MR.LAL; Mr. T. J, O’Driscoll, Bord Failte; Mr. J, J. Irwin, ¢
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The Blind

painting of the blind piper.

Well, he was Padrajg O Briain,
anative of Labasheeda, Co. Clare.
Belonging to a wellto-do family,
he was given & good education at
the ‘hedge schools. ¥e became a.
Latin scholar of note and his
parents had planned to send him
ebroad to complete his studies.

At gn early age, however, his sight
began to fail and before he cele- |
brated 'his twenty-fifth birthday he|
was totally blind. He turned to|
music to earn his living and in a'
short time became very proficient
with the bagpipes,

CAME TO LIMERICK.
| At the beginning of‘the 19th cen-
tury Brialn caeme tor Limerick,

but, meeting with lititke recognit-
jon from the aristocracy, he was |
forced to become a street musician.
His favourite location was atthe
Crescent, then an exclusive resi-
dential part of the ecity, and there,

for years, in fair and foul weather, |
he &thted the populace by his
% rlﬂta.tilcunl o‘{ natlxve music,
classical and pepular.
- ': «day, while playing his bag-
, he attracted the attention of
: anm,';y, the pelebrated
Aay portra ter, and Ve
; s%r\?bk by tg: ne figure and
noble featureg of the musician,

executed o rirait of hjm, which
has become immortal as “The Blind
Pipetr.” In i#t, O Briain is depicted
a8 old and grey, but still possess-
ing all the nobility of eountenance
of his youth, The musician is seen
bent over hig beloved pipes, while
by his side is his youpg and very
attractive daughter,
COPIES MADE

Haverty, having completed hisJ
portrait, presented it to his pat-!
ron, Sir Rebert Gore-Booth, of;
Lissadel, Co. Sligo. It is still in|
the possession of the family. In
the course of time, several coples
were made from the original, one
being presented to the National
Gallery by Wm. Smith O'Brien, of
'48 fame. Bubsequently, engravings
were made -by J. 8. Templeton for
the Royal Irish. Art Union, one of
which came into the possession of
the City Museum many years ago.
Poor O’Brien had a tragic end.

In 1858—he was then an octo-
genarian—he slipped on an iey,
patch of roadway and was so,
badly injured that he was con-
fined to his lodgings in Nicholas]
Street until he died, on the 1st
December, 1856. He was buried
in Kilqguane Cemetery, near Par-
teen. So ends the story of “The
Blind Piper.”

First Limerick
Girl To Make
Jet Flight

A oivitann vraad hld Timariale oir

|40/~

| tor of the' events.

Piper Of

Limerick
THO was the blind piper of Limerick? Hanging on
the stairway leading to the City Museum is a lonelyf

But the question:—* Who

was he?” has been asked hundreds of times, "

Justice lIssues
|

Stern Warning

To Driver '

A farmer, who was agpearing on
a Court charge for the first time
at the City Court to-day, was fined
eand had his driving- licence
suspended for six months when he
was convicted of being in charge
of a car while drunk.

He was Joseph Pogarty, Rath-
jordan, Hospital, Ca. Limerick, who
pleaded guilty to the charge
through his solieftor, Mr. Martin
Tynsn.

A further charge against defend-

ant of attempting to drive while
under the inflaence of drink was
drop&ed by the Btate because of
insufficient evidénce,
E CABE fUTUNED
i, Insper John Fitzpatrick, pré-
wecuting; said that et 1040 p.a. o
the night of December 16 2 Volks-|
wegen car was parked in Mul-
grave Btreet. There were two
men there, one at the wheel of
the car and snother msan who
appeared ,to be arguing about
driving it. When the Guardecame
on the scene, Detective - Officer
Jones ssked defendsnt, who was
fumbling at the switchhoard, to
get out of the car, but he refused
fo do so at first. He wes even-
tually removed , from the car and
brought to William Street Garda
Station, where he was collected hy
friends later that night. Fogarty
was very unsteady’ on his feet
and his head was swaying.  His
speech wsag thick and he spneared
drunk., THe was barely ahle tn
stend im the station, He mentioned
something sbout a Kerry murder
and snaid: “I hed nothing to do
with it.” He wasa spesaking inco-
herently and didn't make sense.

The Inspector went on to say
that defendant came from a very
decent family sand was not pre-
viously in trouble.

Mr. Tynen said defendant wasa
married man with two children
4nd was a farmer, On this particu-
lar occasion he came into the city

to attend a livestock sales and the '

time being -near Christmas he had
some drinke. He was prepared to

g
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RRANGEMEN’

pilgrirnage to (
mencing at 4 p.m.

occasion will be pre

A general . meeting of
tatives of all Catholic Soc
Confraternities ‘in the Cit
held jon next Tuesday eve
ingt.! (9,15 p.m.), at 66
Street, Limerick, to comr
arrangements. ‘Those mi
pil fe are asked to
the viejnity of thé. Parist
and follow the direction:
Orderlies re points of ass
éart!cipation in the proc

rotto. .
The ceremony will con:

(1) Visit
ment.

(2) . Procession of Bless
ment from Parish Ct
Grotto, i

(3 Organised hodles wi
pany the Blessed Sacran
the general public wi
behind.

(4) The Rosary and ay
hymns will be recited 1
pligrims walk to the Grot

() The Stations of the

(6; ‘A short sermon.

(7) Wisit to the Bless:
pvent fﬁ_:d Behediction,

" (8) #rayers for the sici

(#) Cloging hymn.

(10) Small procession {

any. Blessed Sacrament

hurch,

to the Bless:

All Catholic Societies
fraternities are gsked to
ate, and it would be mu
ciated if they could ar
carry banners in the proc

This year it is hoped 1
modate a number of inva
stretcher cases) at the ce
Those wishing to attend
capacity must notify the

retary, Pilgrimage C
m}:m:rick, in writing, be
7th,

CLE. will run regular
vices from the Raillway |
Setright's. Cross from 2.3
the day of the pilgrimag
tare, 1/7d:). “hese will re
5.15 p.m, onwards, .

Marian Shrine Groups
fraternities, ete, couldd
'buses, the cost of which
lower when spread oy
complement of passenger

The pilgrimage is on Y
day (not Whit Monda>
heen stated in error).

Fined Fo

accept the statement of the Inspec- |

He did not re-
collect the oceasion very clearly
and now apologised for any annoy-
ance to the Guards
“EXTREMELY FORTUNATE.”

The Jusice addressing the defend-,
ant declared: “You are extremely

fortunate thet the State has with-

drawn the charge against yvou of at-

tempting to drive while drunk 1If

the engine of yvour car hed been
A btta 3

B CLT i P Alimmma Ll Sa=

Unemploym
Fraud

“In future cases of th
Wwill impose prison sente;
tice Gleeson gstated in
Court to-day, when he ;
Nugent £5 for fraudent



