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A technological marvel: Jess Casey talks

€) limerickleader

with Sorcha O'Brien who recently completed
a book on the ambitious Shanno:_j Scheme

N THE 1920s, a few miles out-

side of Limeriek, the Free State

set out to harness the power of

the Shannon River as part of a

colossal industrial initiative
that led to a brighter future for Ire-
land.

Using the drop from Lough Derg to
the mouth of the Shannon to power a
run-of-the-river hydroelectric gener-
ating station, the Shannon
Scheme laid the groundwork for the
rural electrification of Ireland.

‘Powering the Nation’ by design his-
torian Dr Sorcha O'Brien tells the
story of the images behind this techno-
logical marvel. Using archival ma-
terial, like the paintings, drawings and
lithographs created by the artists who
were drawn to the projeet, and photos,
postcards and cigarette cards, advert-
isements and stamps, the book looks

Powering the Nation by Sorcha 0’Brien

at how the scheme quickly became a
powerful symbol of our fledgling
State.

“It's very much a period of nation
building,” Dr O'Brien tells the
Leader, “where you've got the new
Government, the first Government of
the Free State, who are trying to set up
all the different sorts of infrastruc-
ture.

“The Shannon Scheme was very
much a project that was intended to
supply electricity to the country so
that the people of Ireland eould actu-
ally have amenities like electrical
power or electrical light, appliances
and so on, the same as a lot of other
European countries,” she adds.

A huge amount of people in Ireland
didn’t have those facilities at the time.

“There’'s small generators in places
but there’s no national grid, there’s no
national supply of electricity,” she
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The story behin
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Says.

The idea for the scheme came
from a young Irish engineer by
the name of  Thomas
MecLaughlin, who had spent the
early 1920s working for Siemens
in Pormnerania, now Poland, and
an acquaintance of Patrick Mc-
Gilligan, the Minister for In-
dustry and Commerce at the
time.

“He was working on hydroelec-
tric power stations there and
looking at this and saying ‘this
could really go down very well at
home',” Dr O’'Brien explains.

“At the time there was a lot of
people who thought ‘Oh we'll just
electrify the Liffey and provide
hydropower to Dublin and then
we'll do the rest of the country
later because there's not really
that much demand’ Whereas
McLaughlin was saying ‘No- we'll
go straight for the Shannon’
Electrify the Shannon and even if
that provides more power than
we need, we can connect more
people to the grid and that power
can be used.”

The Shannon Scheme was a
very ambitious project, one that
required a generous budget to
match.

"It had a £5.5 million budget,
which was 20% of the national
budget in 1925. Imagine now,
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Scheme set up by ESB. These col-
lections were key to Dr ('Brien's
research and to telling the story
of the scheme, she adds,

‘It was a huge construction
sight, there was quite a lot going
on. Giant buildings and canals,
but there’s also a very human

On the move to

THIS is the best time of the
year to move shrubs and trees
that are growing in the wrong
place.

Every gardener, whether
novice or experienced, has
plants growing in the wrong
position for a number of
reasons, they may be a clash
of colour, plants may have
grown too large for their
present position or a plant
may not be growing well, It is
easy to make a mistake when
planting trees and shrubs, to
discover within a few years
that they have outgrown their
allotted space. Once the error
becomes apparent the plant
should be moved before it
gets too big. Moving plants a
few years old is easy and is al-
ways successful. Young plants
are quite easy to lift and will
re-gstablish themselves sue-
cessful. Some plants like
camellia, cornus, hydrangea
and rhododendron can be
dug up and moved even after
ten years. Other plants like
broom, ceanothus and euca-
lyptus will not move suceess-
fully once they are a few years
old.

Deciduous  trees and
shrubs are best moved in
winter or early spring. Ever-
greens should be left for an-
other month or two when
growth has started. Rhodo-
dendrons are evergreens that
are easily moved at any age or
size because they have a small
root system of very
fine roots.

Try to lift established
plants with as large a root-
ball as possible. Prepare the
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