Flicking the switch on
rural electrification

M Scheme which began 70 years ago has been described as ‘greatest social

THE RURAL ELECTRIFICATION
scheme which began in Ireland
over Yo years ago, has  heen
Sescribed as the greatest speia)
revolution since the Land Reforms

of the 18805 and 1890,
The arrival of electricity to rural
Ireland  brought  abeut major

in the lives of and
w unlimited upmpﬂu'lmdl'i&ﬁ
for rural development. The Elestri-
fieation of rural Ireland had bewen
spoken aboul since work first
began on the Shannon Scheme in
1gas.

Ur Thomas MeLaughlin,€ the
founding father of ESE, helieved
that rural electrification FEpPRs-
ented the application of modern
science, and engineering 1o maise
the standard af rural living, and to
Bet to the root of the socinl evil of
the flight from the land,

We are going to put inte the
hames of our people in Pural aress
& light which will light up their
minds a5 well as their homes, gre
lines credited 1o Deputy Jarmes
Larkin Junior, in March 71945,

The financial resouress wore not
amilable to extend electricily to
riral Ireland in the first days
newiy farmed Irish Free State in
the 15208 and 19308, Electricity
fram the Shannon Scheme was
supplied  to mufﬂ? 230,000
premdses in towns cities only,
leaving over 400,000 rural dwell-
ings without power,

In the late 19308 and early 19408,
EEE and the government began
working on broad plans fop Etiral
electrification, and  the state
agreed to subsidise its roll out,
However, the outbreak of World
War 2 in 1939 delayed the process,
and work could not start on the
scheme until after its end in 145,

The Rural Electrifieation (ffiee
{RED) was established 1o OVECSEE
the roll out of the dchame, and i
was based a1 42 Merrion Square,
Dublin. The first phase of rural
electrification ran from 15:46-1965,
bringing electricity 1o 81% of rural
Ireland. After 1965, work 0m-
tinved 10 connect the last pe.
miining areas o the aational grid,
with 99% connectian by 1975, The

last area to receive electricity was
remate Black Valley, in Co,
Kerry in 1978,
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Al the start there was a lot of peg-
istance to the scheme mainly from
the older generation, who fenred it
ocould cavse fires, and even deaths,
The more progressive people aaw
the advantages and welcomed its
arraval, as it would bead to bmprove-
menis in working and living candi-
tions. The women of Ireland
weleomed its arrival with open
arms, as it reduced their heavy
workload and they gradually pot
the menfolk around to their way of
thinking,

The ESE ;‘t.:[l in charge of pro-
moting its advantages, always tried
1o get the parish priest on thesr
side, as they moved around the
country. The power of the pulpit
was & great decision moker, even
between feuding neighbours, slow
to facilitate by allowing poles to
cross thedr land to assist the other
party. Without getting sccess o
certain flelds, major detours of
poles would cause the ESE serigus
miney problems.

A majar stumbling block was the
Payment of ground rent, pow
known as afixed charge, Thel
your house, and outbuildings the
mmore you had to pay. And you had
to pay this whethep you used any
electricity or not,

This was & charge o0 much for
same people at the Lime, although
mes people had changed their
mindz, by the time they got @
second chance later on,

The present day population may
find it hard to imagine how diffi-
eult lifie was in rural Ireland before
Hmﬂﬁ!_-.raupplg.-wuwideh:mil-
able. The activity on the farm and
in I::I.:Il'il hfauaehu'i&a 'w:is Ejr:ul:ed
by the nvailability of daylight. After
dark,  limited lighting  was
provided by ol lamps or candles,

The spring water had to be
drawn from & well, and
home in an enamel bucket an foot
or by cart. The clothes had to be
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washed by hand, or with 2 hand-
pewered wringer washer,

Healing and cooking depended
on solid fuel, such as timber and
!.urf.nne-nmamlh.nwmcdhyum
family. Cooking was confined fo an
open hearth or range.

Food safety was difficult 1o en-
sure without any form of refrigers-
tion, a particular difficulty on the
farm and in the dairy. Ireland’s [n.
dustrial development was not P
sible  without a supply  of
electricity.

The first pole was erected in
MNorth County Dublin on Eaty
Moevernber 5, 1046, The highwnya
and bywsys sow constant activity
for the next three decades, wuntjl
the final houses in the Black Valbey
was eventuality connected to the
national grid in 1578,

A massive 165,000 kilometres of
cable, was connected hotween the
million pales,

The poles had been erected by
thee toil of men doing back brenking
work, mainly with picks, spades,
shovels, and their bare hands
Tovmland by townland district by
district the ESE crews, quenched
the, candles, Tilley and oil lamps,
and introduced o new eps of light
and power, with a flick of 2 switeh,

The roll out of the scheme re.
fquired the transpart of aver a mil-
lion poles all over the istand of
Ireland, Due to matorisl shortages
in the wake of World War 2_ the
Vst majarily of these were soureed
from Finland.

Rural electrification continued
and rows of poles sy Up across
the countryside, and urly men
pulled miles of wirg through

iand ditches, by placing g
bar through the centre of the reel,
which was placed in a frame.

Their ol wore special
adapted footwear, that attached
them to the poles, that allpwed
them to elimb up and down o at-
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tich on the wires, The men wore
large leather belts, for support 1o
da this wark, The smell of creosote
from the new poles filled the air
with its strong aroma, and the
sticky smelly substance was hard
te get off clothes, as well as knees,
and hands,

Theimmediate impact of electri-
city was apparent, greatly reducing
the drudgery associated with Enany
home and farm tasks, The rursl
homes now enjoyed light a1 the
turn of a switeh, 85 well as 2 range
of modern conveniemees - electris
kettles, irons, hesters and corn
grinders.

The Electric  water Pamps
brought running water on Lap,
eliminating the chore of drawing
water from the well, and enabling
the development of Broup water
schefmes fram the 18505,

The frmers could pow wep
mdern farm technology, such as
infrared  hesters  fop rearing
Bonham's, and chickens, owtdoor
lighting to enable them 1o work
past dusk, feed grinders, and eleg-
trie welders for repairs, The sky
mmﬂ:e]imjl.andrumllre]a:-d WHS
naw a viable location for new in-
dustries, providing employment,
reducing emigration, and boosting
foeal ecanomies,

In Limerick, Patrickswell was
the third rural ares in Ireland ouy
of 792 10 recolve electricity under
the scheme. They started in
December 1947 and finished in
April 1948, The line was 134 km
lang with 1825 poles and 400 o
sumers were signed up. Glenbaun,
Ballyhahill was the 7a4th district in
Ireland and the last in Limerick to

up commencing in July
1961 and finishing in October of the
s year. A total of 857 pobes wers
used along the 7okm route to con-
ect 476 consumers.

The rell aut of electricity offersd
rural Ireland the opportunities for
i quality of life available in the
towns and eity's appropriate for
the twentisth century. Now sev-
Enly years later we could do with a
similar roll out of broadband Lo
bring rural Ireland in line with the
major towns and cities. It should

be a lot easier now to emulate the [
o make the big
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Two-timin:
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our old frie

JohnB.Kes
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THAT GREAT partnership of
Willie Finucane and Jgek
McElligott of Lisaniskn and
Trien, réspectively, who px-
celled themselves on the Lote
Late Show some weeks

had its first and last sethack
recenitly,

In fact, they had the father
and mother of 5 row which
Brew S0 serious that it war-
ranted interventlon by on-
lsokers, When [ met the paiF
Inst week they were the best
of friends once more,

T was a good thing it
happened.” said Willie Fing-
cane. "Il was simmering for a
Bovd bit and it came to the
boil at kast, | can tell you the
cover was rightly blown off
the paod.” ‘

What happened was this,
coriam widow from the west
of Abbeyfeale was two-timing
the pair of them, She woyld
make 1 date with Jack For
Tuesday night and with Willis
for Wednesdny might.

Inevitably things became
fouled up when Willie turned
up on Jack’s night to collect
his gloves. Instead of the
gloves he found Jeck. Hot
words  followed  while the
widow stood smiling  tri-
umphantly with her hands
Tobded.

Md sores were apened and
one word borrowed another.
The result was that the two
friends went their separate
Wy

It wasn't until they met ae-
cidentally a week lnter in
Browne's pub of Athes that
they made it up again,

Now they are the best of
friends, as always, and they
have made & solemn eovenant
that nothing  will O
between them again,

The Abbwyfeale widow was
theonly one who gained out of
the ruction. At the present
time she i8 going around the
country boasting thai two
Eﬂtﬂlﬁnn stars fought over

I.

"Her value is gone upy” said
Jack McEligott.

“When people hear we
fought over her” said Willi=
thoughtfully, “they'll think
she's another Cleopatea ™

To date, Willie has received
three positive offers af mar-
riage and Jack McEligott twe,
They are so busy signing auto-
Eraphs, aceording to Willie,
that have pains in their
hands worse than ever they
got futting tuef,

"I know now,” said Willig,
“whal Gearge Best feels like™

Fuul Singer for the Presid-
ency? The ides has bheen
mocted recently in eertain
quarters. And why not? Didn't
the man discover millipns
where it was believed there
wasn't a brown penny. The
bother would be g COMITE
orative stamp after his term
of office had expired,

Matchmaking

OUR FRIEND P Barrett of
Ardagh writes,

“Diear John .,

When | went to sehool e
Clounleharde in the varly
years of the eentury, Ruckard
Drury worked with farmers in
Clounleharde,

In the spring of
self and three oghs
employed spreadin
seed and farmyard
in drills, They wers
their dinner @ 1}
time. When they g
table was In the m
the kitehen and the
coarse meal sack
aver if.

The woman of th
then took a middie-:
of potatoes and thes
up. She then took g
that was roasting by
and put it on a plate

She added some p
waler for to make gr:
herring wasn'y sg
between so many.

When Ruckard D
dovn he imm
started Lo pick owl |
ring's eyes with hi
and fock, The worma
house who was s
close by grew eup
asked him what he
1o,
“Mlissus” sajd Rue
dont want the craw
the erowd that's goir
lack him.

T was talking Ia
some leading female
district of Carra

They are s
busy signir
autograph
that they he
pains in the
hands wor,
than ever t}

got futting t.

told me that any mat
the lecality would b
matches,

“Matchmaking the
was for prandmathers
dd me they woul
TArry a man from K
nure, Duagh, or oy
Lotts without knowin
for at least a year,

"I spoke 1o them ¢
kaugh men and their g
was & definite no. The
they knew every bach
Ballaugh and while
ware ok, olhers had my
who would cut yoy 1
marrow of the bone
0w where are wed - |
refl. The Waterfall, Arg

smﬂll'lﬂ Server

LOUIS HEAPHY
sondal Ballylongford pr
server, has been inun
with requests o appe
television,

Frank Hall himsslf
the long journey from
troge to Ballylomgford
terview  Louis  hut
Summens king was niog
able,

When I spoke 1o Loyj
Saturday and asked hin
he refused Lo appear he
quick 1o answer,

“U'm too modest” he
It was an honest an
from the man who =
close on a thousamd ;
manses EWErY YEar,



