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‘Limerick, city and county, boast the highest high-tech productivity
in the State and the highest wages in electronics.’
L
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nerick—in the grip L
of a renaissance [~

HE executive from
Aughinish Alumina was
“effing and blinding™
his way along the mam
estuary route to the plaat, His
company Volva (changed
every two years) was taking a
baiteri from the eoastal
road which overlooked the
acular seaway, claimed
to be the longest and deepest

on a regular fact-finding wisiL o
his largest mte-paysr: £1.2 million
a year — the second largest in the
Srate after Cuinness

“It's heart-breaking 10 be with-
out money for reads,” be admits.
“Hut with central funding. there's
nothing 1 can do. . " Sean
Murphy upturns the prevailing
excuse that Ireland is teo poor to
build sustaining routes. “‘lvs not
that we're too poor to bulld rosds
— ft's that we'te poar because we

STATEQE THE

COUNTIES

in Eurape. doa’t build them. . .”

Jutting out into the Shannon,  His wiew is corroborated by
the plant sits on its island site like  industrialists in the region. Ehll'lrl}i
an environmental case-study. It is  O'Shannon, of Alumina, says that
the largest single overseas indus- the estuary would have anosher
trial inyestment in the Republic. three or four plams of equal size,
cost a billion dollars to build jf the road network was there 1o

By .’;'lﬂ'ln O Connor
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wage packets a week: around  As it is, the juggernauts siill f::;:miﬂp:i ?fn:gﬁtm‘ifﬁ?hﬂ from outsiders, who se¢ ﬁ#ntml A . ; ~ YT R R T T oA T o
£19m @ year. It provoked grind through parts of Limerick guiained its Irish version of Sili-  and rebuilding on all sides, The new park at Arthur's Quay, Limerick. - . the city's Corkonian pverlords have & master plan for fis development..
tangental local industries, leavens - City, quaking its medieval founds:  ooqe Valley, sinewed with cor- Why, then, is Limerick city ané . L 4 T - N Y LAn e L e raris ‘
with prosperity its rural hinter- Gons s they jig-saw through & tions like Howmedica, Ana- county (he -nct beneficiary  of P 3 Aars : o B '

fand, functions under sl:rmﬁtl}t mogass of ning road, 1.-::1;::[:1 op, Wang, Kostal — all spawning mu1lmali~nnﬁjmmnrmtm o B z - T = R AR A <

environmental control — and is  between Gnished and wnfinis thetr own research and develop-  grand seale, when much of (ihe e oL T

the shape of the future. . gtreiches of by-pass. ment units, the determining factor  rest of the countey is depleted by,

Many of its employees have  The mopcy ran oul years agd, 1
one foot still on the l';mil_-.r farm  leaving a mair:{ v.riﬂmuﬁh 'wsgr mﬁaﬂ:ﬂa?,"ﬁns ;ut:ﬂm:!r'tiu Ih%'lr.;h::'ﬁ m?:'r;'l,nmnlﬂ rick answer
and another inside the gates thal reason, that in theory should skift 4 'ﬂ- s ’hd Ulgumi of  i6 that — ihe eurse.of 51 Munchin
1 e e O e ewiablc ihe city. Inslend, urbin building B §imenich ‘bias towards ey o A Three Corkmen. The Curse
ife-style, even by the standards  poing on on cither side of the Il;:'-m th“;' l:hi: in.!tm:.ﬁ;flai wis vented by the mendicant St
of 1 most  privileged  urban  unfinished  by-pass, aifraciing e tbeit with lic Munchin, bl without a bed in
earners, Upholstered by gencrous cluiches of travellers. Mot thi Eﬂd‘;uffnh I'n“' I:h':‘.F!: i:-jlan- Lirnl:riéi"'lhll ke native. would
Cm nefits and vacations, best advert to Jure mulii-nationals ] el e sl e ‘gt the rish in his own place and th
they live in spacious houscs everybody agress — moral Tes- other blip on the carve as ih sh in his E:.
s geen surounds s T possbily aic Iigh _owpbsis_of the malt lorclnel, B VUGS, o0
flunp ms 30 miles away — soms The city, celebratin its 300th nabionaks IvEr 1n i £ il ¥ .
am!::.t the estuary into Clare or in nnnlvcm{y of the E‘-‘-"h!iamilz m":, D éﬁhﬁq ;fEnrﬁm:é:Bi:;l Je"'!':'l.:."-"'h.i'||11r-;r.-a:=m'I ti:'_:' lz:-?ﬂpt'“:himméﬁ-l
the Tipperary uptands. §ic has been riven with inter- g i af the mid-"10s, ths werful s - af change -in 3
Aftcr a while, the Aughinish nal disseruions ‘on bow to cope s “ﬁf& rm.mil worss off E:m:]: ﬁﬁhru Euﬂ-;nfl:?l wilsdy
cxccutive’s passenger also began  with  the modern-day’ siege ‘“3,., lay the stralegh thinking _respectively - tun - the universit
to gl exasperated by the state of caravans oulside its wells. of Gr:q}lnd Aughiish, underpin  and the’ nr: Ed Walsh's |..mj_'
E.ilﬁnm]fi? hﬁnliﬁiﬂﬁzuuﬁ% Igm. this is just one blal on -l:rl:: the ;mmild.h]; rward vicws of  mous vision ri‘-a.:‘. transformed, the
S M amlly whroaibly oIty 48 prosperity, Limerighs Tony Ryan s B2 emic sirategy B Wi el P
for the state of the roads. He was mgLu hi-tech produstivity in' the  ~ “and you have some of the business university i the Stale,
' i y = reasons why even lousy roxds wall ime pumping & Technalogical-
not derer the renaissande WpsuTRe El-rk whose eventual acrcages will
of life in the region, employ 15,000 hi-tech jobs the
(Sample: Ryan has endawed & ar

= S L
e 15, = o

Chair of Aviglion Resarch in the
Univepsity of Limerigk, to dove-
{nil with his major aireraft main-
fenance, Shannaon Acrespace — -8
oint venture with Lofthansa and

wiegnir, started with B0 mil-

Iiunl.w

T ¢ pre the kind of indsces
which presage the mext quantum
leap in .the repion’s growth,
keying inte the three most power-
ful  mationz]  economics i the
Western  world.  Corporations
from ~Americk, Germany and
Jopan are embedded in the Lime-
rick area, with a vested fnterest in
seeing it prosper. i

SThe imtetest is more than -mami-
nal LAtk Ak & Tasanses S

By then, foo, the adjoining city
will have been revived wil a
modern: stratum bullt on s nedi-
eval ruins, masterminded by gty
manaper Jack Higging and orchi-
tect Jim  Barrett, Their s3lient
conpection 5 that they arc both
Corkonlans, 83 is Ed Walsh. So
powerlul 18 the pull of Walsh'
creations, thal the ety intends (o

stretch ité boundaries 1o embrace,

his Castletroy ficfdom which s
technically in the county.

The plan i to pitch the gty

boundaries in a fve-mile laso

around the immedisle courly
arcas, feking in what is akready
“urban™ but administeatively sull

OfTices at Arihur’s Quay

od,” 52 Diamisn Patlerson,
a local builfer. “But the time you

- da nolice. it % al Chrstmas,
town hops with the young back —
from everywhere.”

s the ques-

apment of JEhe.
county™ . ._E 1h jch ~ farming
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Eean Murg;hy gites & swring of ;

embryonic  [acilitics along  the
seaway towards the Kerry ool
sen A marina in Ghn, the
_ interpretative. ceatre in  Lough
Gur which had 15000 vinitoss lask

Limerick. — (Photopraphs: Jack Mch

the Local Government Act relin
guish the powers hitherto hetd in
misisterial -prasp like a Lolio
dichursement? A few days after
the counly manager spoke with

“me. local polificians quewed-op in
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LA pasienger < alio "bepal Wik the-
- rated by the itale of ':Mﬂan-'i :-lliﬂl.h.‘ its walls,
oadls. The _p-ﬂ.ﬁ::np:r W
Murphy, Limerick mugg'

m
_far II1_ﬂ state of the roads, He waz

Ed Walsh, .
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modern-day  sicge

¢ But this i st one blot on the
underlyin pfgsp:ril:_-.r. Limerick,
city and <ounly, boasts the
est hi-tech productivity in the
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Meurus of aviation’ and

T
-:'ﬂcq;gmkl-& steategy’" whaose formidable forward views are making
- quite an Impact in Limerick.

Managing plants
worldwide

ROFESSOR Moel
Mulcahy, & vice-president
of the University of Lime-
rick, Js ong of the few mnatives
holding influence in the city's
power baze. "He throws a wide
cve over the expantive scres of
apsy, seeing in lis future the
future of the region. Afready, the
Plassy spread of labs, office and
buslness -parks oocupics on arca
uarter that of the enlice city of
imerick — in & fraction of the
tirme-seales,

An engineer by profession, he
analogies in ferms of "ol
mass producing  diffusion of
encrgy’. He means the univer
sily will d:v:ﬁg}p‘dﬂh throughout
the couniy; “We “kead in =0
many areas of research that 've
losr count — somewhere around
40 companies are involved here
=— and growing. We do things
here thal nobody elie does —
that’s why the multinationals
are here, lo acceds high-cost
design they cannot afford thems
selves,

“We have n whole spread ol
ofigingl appHed reseasch, We
starbed  wath  digital and  com-
puters and micto-proceiding in
the '70s. KNow its opto-
electronics, Dan't ask me about
some of owur research or T
frighten you,

Someof our students nover
finished; they were $0 good after
Iwe. vears, they went off o
manage planis around the world,
They send people back 19 us all
the time,

“We really are a1 the cuiting-

.Frcymm Noel Mulcahy. .
« OWe really are ar the
cutting - edge of scientifie

research, ™

edpe of scicatiffe fesearch. Why
do you think the Fapanese are
here in such numbers? On a
typical day in the "Bk, we had
about 1,H0 people working on
campus = mw i's 34000 11 sall

be 7500 the mid-90  and
15,000 by 2000, : :

"We are the key o the pros-
Ecnl:.' of the Shannon Region

nce W gel anko “oulreach pro-
prammes’ we will put down hi-
tech planis in  Abbeyfeale,
Askeaton, Rathkeale — all ihe
way down o Tralee. To do that,
you have 1o have a sell-
sustaining oritical mass of energy
andd _ﬂmplr:. That's whai we
are,'”” he sayi.

Tus
noand academic :tr:mﬁy
you have some of the
ft-“:&ﬂi “;:““ lousy roads will
not deter the renaisance upsurge
ﬂ{grl‘ in the repion,
.“':ﬁlﬂ Ryan has endowed a
E:h?" [ Aviation Research in the
niversity of Limerick, o dove-
tail with his major aivcrall main-
tenance, Shannon Acrg —a
g ¥eniure wliﬂlh Lufihania and
BEIE, slar wi il
Tom). te ith E80 mil
Those are the kind of indices
which Presage the mext quantum
leap in the region’s prowih,
R-"?'JF'E inte the thiee most power-
ful natiomal economdes in the
Western world: Corporatiens
from America, Germany ond
lp{;ln are embedded in the Lime.
nick arcd, with a vested intercst in
secing il prosper.
inlerest is more than nomi-
nal. Last month a Japancse eor-
poration planted 500 cheery blos
som by its business park on the
Skannon - banks, and emdowed n
Chair of nggamr, Studies at the
univerdity. The Americans opened
a 310-million hotel 1he
Caztletroy  Park Hotel — with
reoms convertible from office by
dny to bedroom at night, angled
towards business conlferonces.
Such is their belief in the repion.
The German region of
Hobenlobe Kreis has  fwinned
with Limerick, wanis o take a
repular plecement of nurses and
eagineers and is. currently
swopping business: students. The
American  companies - Analog,
Werbatim and ngmnlj:a are 4o
tmpressed  with  the ' brightness
of their bocal workforces thar they
have “rationalised” plants in
njé'h;r territories rather than Lime-
rick.
It is not & bad picture, though if
g-:u listen lomp erfough to native

gru oyl will hear T
laks;d‘%g i?w kear that 'l-'-ltl'i
let go from . . . I swear to Godl
But then péssintizm and envy are
2 inprained as Gmrgjan ime in
the Limerick mind. ,F mere

ntent of it

nous vision has transformed. the
former NIHE, now the Universaty
Ei‘ Limerick, fnlc_n- lhr_,ﬂm&l;lr Pﬁl:fft:m

Hnciy raly & ey
I:Jimi: uﬁlfﬁg ?ﬂr Technological:
F‘thll 0se mtnlu:lLa_E; . ':-I':E
ermplay 15,000 hi-tec

Ar "!Eﬂ}l:l

By then, too, the adjoining city
-.:.-illjrha'n; been revived. wilh 2
modern stratum buil on 13 medi-
evil ruins, masterminded by ity
manager Jack Higging and archi-
rect

im Barretr. Their salient
cennection is that they are bath
Corkonians, as is Ed Walsh, 5o
powerful is the pull of Walsh's
crealinng, that the city intends o
streteh its boundaries 1o embrace,
his Castleiroy ficldom which i
technically in the coumy. oo~

The plan i ta pitch the city
boundaries in o five-mile lasso
arouend the immediale ocounty
areas, faking in what is alread
“urban" but ldmini_slnﬁrdg E
“rural”. It make sense: 63 per

cent of the county’s sireet lighting |

and footpaths ase in the ‘city
suburbs: of Sean  Murphy's
108000 county oocupanis, 8 guar
fer live in the eity. F

In the past 20 years, the diy’s
-El't-t[lirl# urbanizaieon has d
into the countys [fabric. The
change will merely acknowlcdpe
the reality. ;

When that happens, through
intruments of losal government
reform, Limerck will
cnfarged city. with =n Enstant
additzonal population. Tt will have
the university and technological
campis 8t Plassy on the cast and
Raheen Industrnal Estate an the
wesl, a5 countervailing energisicis
of growth,

In its ceptre,  refurbished
tottering Cieorgiania  will be
:lmd:épinn:d u its icval
oundations, giving a traversible
walk-abeut core to ks Mew Age.
That at least is the masier plan.
Given the pro sa far and the
konian overlords
there feems no fealon, A ‘of
the unforeseen, why, it shoGld mot

happen.

AREA: 1,037 square  miles.
Talnl pulation: 1&4,56%, 7
Urban: 61,464, Rural: 103,105,
Principal fowns: Limerick:
wpur:mm 56,27T%,  Mewcastle
est: populaiion 3,370,
Rathkeale: population 1,815,
Local Awihority: Limerick
County Borough™ Council (17
members);  Limerick Coonty
Council (28 members).
Princlpal Industeies: Limecick
cily — Aflax Aluminium Lid:
Fulflex Internationzl Lid;
Rrups Engincering Ltd;
Neodida Lid; Annlog Devices
B."r.' RII‘rE‘tn; Aughinizh
Aluming  Lid., Askealon;
Castlemnabon  Food Products
Ltd; Kostal Irl Ltd, Abbeyfeale;
Verbatlm Lid, Raheen; Wang
toratories  Lid, Casiletroy;

Wyeth Ireland 11d, Askeaton;

Facts about the county

Mure:
di.!r;-inf. mixed farmin
Unempla rate:  Limerick
County Borowpgh: 29.3 per cenl,

merick Co: 153 per cenl,
Med migration: Limerick Counfy
Burnuizb: =7

Airport  Eiedusliy;

L0 —M.6 per
thousand; Limerick Cos  plas
2.350; plus 4.5 per thousand.

Flanliver fa these are based on
thr  Fdd the s

Feees! matigng fpwve -E-nn:'r.l
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- Ggeaie are” e Corkien bo | .
“an “E*::Et_l.rmgd 'HE.Tshi jumi- !

Oiices 8l _Arlhnr's Cuay

HICH begs the ques-
fon 25 to the devel.
opment of “the real

county” — the rich farming
himerland that stretches along
the estuary and splices off a1
MNeweagile: West, F@tw;d&
towards Kerry and cqiauth
to Cork. -

Meweastle West ix the cmx of
the matler, caught between its
traditional  fellow-feeling  with
Kerry and vet dependent upon

 Limerick's expansion 1o - fuel ifs

own future,

Here again, ihere is an e
annexation by the most powerlu
industrial force = Limerick.
Here, oo, o consangainily of
histery and  economics “which
detarmine s chasacter, And here,
as well, the fulesum of the crisis
thit  chasacterises  nural
The faci s, attested by all, thal
traditional [arming is i its last
fallow twitches,

.- This, in the Garden of Ireland,
the hallowed Golden Vale of rich
pasturcland, whose grass the his-
torian McCagley geribed | ag
verdant even beyond the
verdure of Muonster -2 fesding
somd Sof the finest cattle in
Europt. =
Mot a5 puch now, Where wes
Limerick Flts into north Kerry,
catthe “herds  are  drastically  de-
pleted, farmhouses anc for :Ii'll:' oF
abandonsd, On a June Satusda
with the land haiy under heat,

drove the estunry to Mew-
castle West. 1 Kpew this
and unless

eouniryiide bo
bﬁ;ﬁl;ld i E:.r::':r I{ngcd with &
buey  plow, 1

Gields and oveegrown homesteads,

In the sqaare  in  Mewsasite
West a said *“"Fresh -Din,
fish™ & the accents- of Ihe
markel lreders werne” ﬁinﬁamng
north Kerry, Tn spite of i e-
menis in the square, aiden
Sireet 15 semi-deratict. and unem-

loymeenl i, hagh. With the col-
apse of “apriculivre and  the
factorics tight, the only place to
£o B — Ok,

"The young leaving 5 such a
fact of Wfe now, thai you hasdly
potice the tespnpess waiting for
Slatlerys cosch with their bags

Trefand,

repistered  with |
shock the amount of wsnworked

packed ™

a local bui
do notice it iz 4l Chestmeas,
own ho

), e Ak T
(lefi} cand a

Damian Patterson,
. “But the lime you

doorway in. John's Square, Limerick.

Sean Murphy cifes 2 string of
embryenic  facilities along
seaway iowards the Ke
: in  Glin,

A marina
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the Local Government Act relin-
quish the powers hitherto hcld i
ministenal prasp Llke a
dishursemem? A few days afler

the
comast
the

with the vounp baek — - -.-

from :rgirfwh:r:,"_}l & 1 interpretative conlre  in Lough = the county manager spoke with

THmien - Paiteon. e, ic: a Gur which had 15000 visitors last * me, In-rnlg]_ilil:ihn: queucd-up in
designer house outide the town. f o expand the morine facilities fxwain isance 1o press the
Lff'm“ of his. nelehbours his . 18 £5." - fiesh Minister Flynn, Therchy
living s ol tied 10 agrculture, *, JAnd towards Cork, he cites hoping to, shake down a few
Biilding. conlracts tabe fim 1o bt Kilfinane Co-Op Jroject: - shekels for the roads, - :
Limenck and to-Dublin. “T'es the “They had nothing going for them Several, of different partics,
best of- both worlds — hyilys N2 fnkes, mowntpins or sea - afterwards claimed varying
Jad 16" sat Bark: iasin But they got” together and  amounts. Clearly it & Jocal elee-
BiAc R0 g ezl Y . marketed farmhouse holidays and  gion time. Ciearly, foo, not a loi

Quite how long “both workds™ country treks. Last yoar they  has uhun%d in the 400 years
can  survive occupies Sean took £1'% million In révenue  sipce the Elizabethans came” into

Murphy. He concedes that “farm-

ing is gone: everyone tells me so,

from Contincmtals.™ .
. He intends helping these who

this i ol the  eountry © and
farced the Desmonds 1o bead the

anyway™,  Thepefore his own  help themselves, Limerick  knee that they might have rights
plans Ial:r the “rural” part of the used to be a place that people of passage through their own
couniy I;:al_al'_l_uwa_rdgmmrl:m drovs !:hm‘u h.'nlu their '«:111{ 1% . lands, o

visitor [acilities: " “That's ere  somz=where chse, 1 want 1o change : :

I'm putting my money and think-  thar.” Tomorrow: Conor Brady on

But what sbout money? Will

Offaly,

rich historical heritage.
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