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Bridge, 'is  being restored,
Mew civic offices,” bright and
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fn:rrl:m:lu:lmg gaol “nearby and,
most - symbolically of all, - a
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Quay, Oecupying the site of a
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acular Miews  aver Cthe
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unfortunate intrusion  of
sarsfield -Housze, & low-grade
six-storey office’ block *of
1970 “vintage. The pedestrian
route Ccontinues Cvia Can eles
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Limerick until fately, because

of & -problem Swith * public_
liability - insurance, 1ough
rather barren in the centre —

it ‘eould do -with-a_fountain,
‘perhaps —_ it fornis ‘a -most
attractive foreground . for - the
lar g, am:l reasonably “civil-
pﬁm céntre “which
_mrcr]mks ri ura Quay.
The  park  is. ]:nlccx:t with
another park in front of the

raffiti-scarred “"Custom*

louse, ‘though'-both “are
hug.:ly nvmimdt-wr.d l:n;..' the

CRUISEH HEITEL daljn.g
from 1791, - has ;:IE_','HI f

political Jife ‘of Limerick. It
was - lhe 'Bianconi  coach
stotion, the venue for mass
meetings  addressed by

Valera. Bui now - the - bufld-
ing ‘it occupled of O Connell
“Sireet sy closed and
ﬂ'lreatr.nad |llllfillfi dl.'ml:I-IIIJIII'l"
o ‘make \way r.|r ‘w ‘large-

‘aeale rr.u:i.l
mént laid ot ‘along
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preserving the heritage that is
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existence wﬂ.h the Tambitious
jects - we " mre mnlluuu-:.ud_y
eveloping™. < History, ' it says,

“means &0 moech to Limerick,

vernacilar'!” scheme consisting

of lﬂ.ﬂﬂ'ﬂ' sqpiare feel of retadl

of, 93,000 square feet of
a 25" spartments” and o
mizlti-storey ‘car - park.

A palr ol octagaaal Im'n:rs
would flank fhe entrance tn the
p roposed  pedestrian streed, bul

the “balldings” on ™ elther side
don®l even malntain the parapet
hetphi of 07 Conaell Streel. For
this and other reasons, such as
the " fact that the new  stresd
would disrupl the grid of ' the
Lreorginn town, the scheme has
been - appealed by ihe  newly-
fprmed linrh,p,h{[:_l.- Caroup
even_ thoagh this” nisans laklng
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of Denmark Street, for @, " neo- iﬂtﬂ{l

carmprele” with “the Ihree larpe
nutq:rriwn Ehopplng centres in

! porstion’s boundary.

refurbished a5 @ Boded, ' bhe- t
cawse i {5 & remarkable fact
that there kn't o single

complex of - two-slorey
ings” and “the lalest Grade ‘A scaffolding.
hotel fo apen; is ihe Castbeirgy
Park, out near Plassey. If the
shopping scheme s ahandoned,
might
Shelbotirne of Limerick?
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‘Sarsfield Bridpe, I:.Trlali “and
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Sarsfield - House ~or
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ble to the front — near. the
lamous - “Whining Bridge".

To  the -rear, . along Hl:m':!.I
Stn:l:-t are scveral other office
dﬁtfﬂpl‘_rmnh carried out in
recent years as well fas ‘the
Savoy Céntre, a complex  of
cinemas, * bowlin
apartments, which = required
the sacrifice of ‘a fing 1 1930s .
'-r.'mc,ma intérior. Even with a
vision, it ‘will take a long time
indeed to create a relatively
coherent -frontage on: the' city
side of the Shannon, (0 com-
p]r.mmt what's alrc.'ﬂ.di'- there.

Murray  O'Lagire  are . in-
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*linked together with' glass and

steel. Indeed, “even ' the archi-
tects accept | that it probably
wouldn't “have survived if it

had to po_through the plan-
ning process.. But it may. yetl
be seen ‘a5 Limerick's answer

to  the “miuch- prmsed ]j]lr.m'ud
at thé Louvre,

“ Separated  from  the castle
b; a green space on the bank .

coffices, “which the” councillors ™

have  ‘unaccountabl
to call Cﬂ Hall.
of ; a“-"desagn and I:ml! "eom=
petition won by McInerneys
~and “Burke-Kennedy - Doyle|

decided
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dark
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bhlue Swindows set y
SGraniii’ facade, mu]ufannus
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street™ lookis
scaped garden above Uthe
river, console _brackels from -
ithe - old “conrthouse © which

mmp]cx with :the - square ‘out-
side,
ang]v: is not the _happiest, but
it certainly projecis “a  moré
democratic image than Dublin
Corporation's
Wood: Quay. Standi

which it meets " at “an

bunkers

above
uare, npp:rsncnic 1810
assical courthouse, is St
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A hotel In the city centre. | Mary's Call:e-:lml rhaps the”
Jury's ‘I8 across the river, off least altered “lre and"s
e Ennis Road, in a squat | medicval cathed:a]ﬁ which s
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.’{grdf'fr-bd houses to be
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at it will look like

dinchided - A
King "John's Castle -though it *
was not then a well-regarded -
building, . having = scrved « for -
-yedrs as a British barracks. ;-
There are still people living
by the side of the road outside
Limerick — this time, it's the
Aravelling community "= but
the ‘incongruous houses in the " [0
icastle are pone, In their place
el
interpretive centre, “stra ﬂ]:ll'lﬂ
several layers of :-.ln:'hamln:l-g} :
along ' the line of the long-
demolished boundary wall on-  [88
Nicholas Street. It is the mm!

the river are the new civic . :
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tiofis to. the “roof ‘as ‘well a5 .
slnpp;mg “plaster o from & the'
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£450,000 . though, « sadly,’ it
principal wse foday is surface:
rking. a1
trust, -which s hl:a:ded
b_ir Denis Lbunard, Wits set up
in 1983 to” “improve Lime-
rick's environment by positive
action”;*Its_ largest project 1o
date_has been the laudable, if ©
freehand, ‘restoration | of the >
c. 1700 Hlshnps Palace, which>
had loag been threatened with
demolition for a road scheme,
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EE(ﬂJ
'P“ll.tl

much favonir *sAmone

RIGHT: Rﬁ!ﬂﬂi;ﬂn -u:urk at 5t I'nhry's Clliln:lra.li
'lullm:ts ml.‘.'ﬂk“'i'll ﬂlhtdrﬂh- ;

- block
~the corporation. Just - around

vthie work - has not -‘:'f

"'\.-\.

r&;rng w:lh Limie rpo
JHion anrJ Ehartm:un 'I}a".rq.]ﬂ
ment in a £10.5 million plan tu
develop ™ En I:ia:htclwn fihe
n]dut-part 0
'medieval

precin
cever, the! :-;:rgnratmn still

. intends- to-run_ & new romil
through ‘the'area, 1o’ conneel .

'Thnmund EI‘I!EEEL'. with = the:

Dublin:” Road:; ,-ummcﬂhiy
altering the !street | pattern,
which = has- .'t|l'-|!_.'-ld}' ‘heén

. broken by intrusive Sul:ﬂ.rrl:lan
-style! hnusmg
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‘woulld  have ' looked Jm:t fight
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the comer, . the civic design

quality of St John's Square
would | benefit enormously - by
Jthe *relocation here - of - the
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an : core. T This
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ke = a o smaller version - of
Edinburgh’s New Town.  But
unlike  Edinburgh, | Limerick
has" done " little or nuthmﬂ of
E;aclam -value to protect ifs
eorgian  heritage, and  this
shows in the streets.

Apart from aluminiumPVC
windows, -and the hideous
Rmi'usn:m of - plastic © signs,
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