~world of commerce.

Yl ‘Watching -
"+ ->around the new City Hall,
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Barreu a question, he

gwe.s you a  straight
answer. The city
'“archltﬂct has little talent
. for dodging awkward
“t.questions. -Nobody, it
nseems, taught him the

_art of the carefully con-
,structed cliche-ridden
.wreply. But then,
ol ..r.:ml;n,r been a civil. sanfant
f::ar five years.

The Corkman came to

';: ___-, leerlck Corporation

+ tfrom the private sector. He
..:iwas a partner in a Dublin
firm of architects, but
; éthmgs were slow in the
The
" = Irish construction industry
Fwas in :.Iec]me s0 he
- switched t
sservice,

Gl
'-ali"\-

‘him move

"'_;ﬂu form the opinion that
im Barrett changed jobs
he-:ause heneeds to be part
----ﬂf the action. In Limerick,

The ‘ city " streets are
o r-::hangmg dramahcaliy and

WWHEN you ‘ask Jlm :

he's

‘the public

tion. He has a strong andt :
confident belief in his own

generation of - architects. -. '

Diplomatically, he ‘makes
the point that to champion -
constantly the splendour of
old buildings i1s to damn

“today’s architects. - 2

‘Reminisce

“People still reminisce ab-
out the old buildings, but we
can't o on forever copying

¢ past forms and past things. We
must make our own- state-
ment. There's something of a
“crisis of identity abourt it,
because 1o look {:ack on old
buildings all the time suggests
a lack of confidence with our
own generation.” That s
. isomething he has no time for.
L sometimes, s possible to
¢feel sorry for Jim Barrett, the
wpublu: servant. Twice a
-|m{!rntfl he has to turn up at
#Corporation ' meetings and
answer 1o our clected repre-
~sentatives.

i
r

p-r:!.u-‘f-ln dr:cgl:.-' suspicious of
ern architecture, it is the
elected members of Limerick-
Cn?nratmn :

hrough the chair,” they
-grumpble, “is there any guaran-
tee that this will not turn out1o

If ever there was a groupof

Cnt-,r architect Jlm Earratt Iuaks out over leermkfrum the baluuny uf the ar-::hltect suﬁice at Cati,r HaII Eteiuw hlm

C1ty archltect Jim Barrett plots a changmg leer"'

““Through-the chair” :m:.ﬂ.i.,-

ted “to fannounce ‘plans. bip s 0
muttered,>*I"'m' a bit worried "

Ry t‘-::nr a220-bedroom hotelinthe .
‘about the r football . shapcd _._*‘ne.xt six weeks.'The docks are
hu;l::lmg at the'front.”. . ,‘} i aaerucial to to? Jim  Barrett's::

‘Neither-was there a’stand- S vision of how good Limerick ©
ing ovation for the railings all’: "'-«r’ -—can get.*It's the=soft under-,
around “Arthur’s - Quay 1hat'-“u ~belly stha:“' mu:.r. OW I::r.'.,- o
“will secure the new park. Thq:}r S attﬂckﬁd' gt

e -." o

Barrett defends the work of
his colleagues with great
ence. Sometimes, when the
questions coming at him reach

new depths of ineptitude, he -

has to summon on all his inner
strength.

For example, take the new
L4 million city centre park at
Arthur's 'Quay. Work will
begin there this week, when
Newbridge contractors Mur-
phy International arrive on
site. They'll begin by con-
structing a nw:mda walk,
cxtending 15 metres into the
river,

Jim Barrctt- and his col-
leagues at City Hall have been
working on the project for
quite a while now, lJts most
stiking aspect will bhe a2
spectacular new tourist office

pati~

| are r.:rﬂppmg up q::w:rywh-:rﬂ"" '

-

fo replace the Granary locu-

tion.

Complain

People complain that the

resent tourist office is off the-

caten track, hard to find.
*This one they won't miss. |
Can guarantee you that,” says
the city architect with a smile,
It is designed on the same
archutectural  philosophy as
the new City Hall. If anything,
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: that blow. down by Arthur!s

" imust be a user and buildings ﬂr* ep

L WE get it right.””

. imbalance of recent develop-

ke ry -r{:;-“ i 1'-""1 =y, R
'1'. "EI' *ﬂ%ﬂﬁ‘ﬁﬁ*ﬁ ir-.'..i‘l'p'

Tumcdthesplendi view from—=" T ‘—"—"" e 5-"':‘"' p

Henry ‘Street,; canether coun- ‘"J:‘hr:. |:H:5l; natural asset-that-
cillor s sm::L Rl stk the  city ' thas Sis® its river,
Compared to other cities, we.:

b e ",:
“are not un.lu.mg it as much asm
i '=fwl. .-J' 7.

..rl-'

i'..-r{l:

‘But Jim Barr::u pointed out ©
that -an. architect: has man:.-' - 4.
factors 1o contemplate at the it : we could. ™
drawing-board.” As it turned” "I e *‘
Jout, the railings were neces-

. The J.an is* for "a‘ major: J 'j
sary because of the stiff winds, "i'_‘ 5 bnmmg]:cmrc, complete with

S L7~ marinas, viable if the river was. .
» The railings act as a*- "dammed atthe docks. leﬁrﬂ ;
S e e “;:.:i SRR
: i 't l:lT.}f ce .
bein untmuhl-;d b:.r gustmg ‘%, Lough”Dergand mgﬁenmpt Sl
wm A £ Sha.nm:m watﬁma:,r iy
i 11T can"t ].us: destgn for a“"“ s 'D""-" S Ay
T k o' the” dnum md: thc o
';building's “own" sake. There=% CurmgﬂurFaliswuuldgu Jim*
““Barrett: *Even-at the. costiof . . .
J A]psmg the Falls, this is-some-'"
-“”'-"; ‘thing that I'personally would = -\
< love "o 51.‘.43 " To *make” T

oy

_. - .-;. v "."__'-' LT
v 1 s
At .-'-._.;.g:‘:', - .‘_'. 2
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garks must respond to that,”
im Barrett says.
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“ILE not” good r.nnugh 1o
merely have the city haﬂer-

.than it was last year. What .= must share. this- enthusiasm.

we're designing has to be good " Mr Barrett is’ ﬂgnftdant lh-l:}.l': :
in- itself, rather “than hetmr:f,*: _- owill, 0 AR e L
than what was: there before™ G S T i G

We've pot to make a.ur-:. IhE.t -y '[ham are’ ::rtlmr prmnucs

7~ King John’s Castle-s shaping, - :
. i-t-up and utﬂr.:ms:lgl Nicholas c_
eneo Street will have to be be sorted
ment in‘the 'I:“.].l' A[mnst Al i E."ﬂl.ll. Garﬂ_gﬂ owWner PE.: Kﬂﬂgh
has taken- place in the lower has accepted an offer to move:s
side of town. The Cﬂrpﬂ],’:ﬁlﬂn onto D a- newssite, ~and ﬂ.EhE[
_was fortunate to own'a good .~ ., ‘changes will be made. Hu:hu- e
deal of vacant |ﬂﬂd and they: (- 1, 'las;Street, “theZoldest-in sthe! i 7

He 15 very aware nf an

ey

uacd “- ey i  city, is crunally lnr:amdm ﬂ;.c, 4
B - mr:dmaval ‘quarter.: 3 ; Sy
Prlurltv -‘..l: ; I - :'.' e 'r-"'n.' _'...r.‘.* i .r il -L-.,.:_- R

A A .hr T l'ThI: Cﬂl'pﬂi'ﬂtlﬂﬂ. ,. "frus-.-l 3 -I :
- “They"“don’t own’ so much: i

-near the next big priority, the hasy
docklands. City: ‘Hall are- 72
::im::-s.t Teady to “turn’ the!
" derelict docks around. There
are 40:or 50 acres to pla}r-'i
around with, but’the site at -

‘weapaon | at fits) -liISpDSElI. thc'“ £y
- Derelict *Sites - Act.” What-it "
5 MEANS" 15 that'if you own a-

i ’dr:n’:llct roperty -and - you -
Mnunl:l{ennl:uls Lheunl}rﬂm: PHpLiy e

* don’t do something about it, it
«in thr: Cnrpnralmn & c:nwn-wn. rm.?.ls you. Dear. v~
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“happen,~private ¥ mveswmﬂ- 37

nf’ course, and plenty of them.* -

"--ﬂﬂ‘cc at C1

. mmd

g Bemg a P‘-ﬂrt-'-ﬂf all Lha:-rn.
- trated for- so: :long by derelicti”

property,“is™ fully intention: L
.uﬁmg “the  impressive DEW s
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rgn River he WEII"ltE t::r dam,-.. e
i - nih AR by E 1_;, _'F ..ha-...,, . ;': L-;{EEHM‘}TL"I’N;H:
flen -5 o g 1 A :-.».1- . T I‘Om a new .fﬂ'\- .l--!
'l:':.' : ; HH"- "”-::"‘ _I;-J" -1 L-,*..—-t:j r":':}-hq .-'T_,.I:i_, '-:n IIE’;-J-"[ :;E.I‘-%-. JI. :
. meeting rc-::ml:.-'. there ‘Wt-rr: # .w;,ntsl'up e s TR . W The” Act will >gwt: us? ‘an -
voicestaised in acute concern. - v ﬁn major: ‘hotel chain is - c.awful lot of muscle. It's going

to concentrate people’s minds
« that it's time'to get off the pot
and’ do'something,’ It 57
" significant’ weapon ©in® -:mr
armoury and wr;-,_w:il use it -
. yery much so."; ":-?' el
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“The_reason he cites for’so ...
miuch wisible activity by
- Limerick Empurar.mn in Te-
~cent years-is. the “decline in
“demand for local aul;hl:rrj.t],-r -
- housing. As a result, CityHall -
were lree (10¢ '-'mrk -on. the:
neglected. inner -“city.  The
available land "they  owned -
pu: us’ m the dnnng Sl:ai."
P:dastnamsaunn at D 'L‘.‘nn-
nell Street is also- close | at
~hand. It involves. two blocks,
- the one George: Hotel‘is on
~and the block “below.; The
- implications for city, traffic
have al:cad:.r been, ciﬂsai}r
mamn:d

,--l"ul-.,.‘_
= “-'-_‘. ' |

Th:: mmwal:mn for-"“the

: mmrc Was G‘Cﬂnnc]! Strect’s

“lack of a focal point. *“You sort
-.of drift into it from the Patrick
Str::E.T. end .and ‘you're never
caware of a centre. ":"nu don't
“meet any focal point until you

mm:]'. the: Damci GCunneli
“monument.” AL

w' And thcrca more." Quite
‘enough to keep the architeet’s

all busy for a
i-:::ng time

hcy re fighting a
a4t dcad]mc nght now. %anuus

. projects, like“the city centre
par}r. must be ready for next
~year's' "Treaty* 300 eclebra-
" 1ions. '_I‘h:a “cunce.n.rams ‘the
o ﬂr a _.- "

'_r.'
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hnppumng “in< Limerick
“very satnaf;.rmn" for-Jim Ear—

rett, He’ enjoys his work. i -
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r“I't*s more than }ust.a job.

It’s a lifestyle. If you could

maLe. it nineto five itwould br.:
eat,” but unrmtunamly n
::-esn it wn-rk !1!-:.13 that it
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' uﬁ&a#ww.—ﬁcw% M,M
_. ' The uld and the new: part of present thnlas Street (left) and City Hall's vision of how it cﬂuid ic:nbc Pat KEDQI'I 8%
i : : gt : ~garage is destined to move soon. :

(3] oun

'
|'|:‘_ l__ll__.._l;_l.h.'l_



