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Outlook augurs well

. for the old mill
hy the stream . . .

By NOBM.A PASNJIVILLE

AFTER MORE thun 25 ycars of
Wagmation, the millrace and racespill
it the old mull in Croom are Aowing
freely again, The overgrowth and
debris of decades have been cleared
away, a new pathway built along the
Atrewm and o new generdtion of
villugers will once more be able to
meet and linger at the bridge and
watel as the: clear water of the
millstream rejoins its parent water,
the Maigue, in a rushing waterfall,

This regeneration of the ages-old
stresyn is all part of an ambitious
project i restore the old granary by
the bridge to its former glory, The
granary was bought over two years
2go by local man, Plunken Hayes,
whose only concern was 1o prevent
this fine cut stone building from
going the way of so many others of
its Kind - stenight to the demolition
syuad. A man who is singularly shy
about his own rele in the whole
usddertaking, Plunket says simply
that he wanted to save the building
bast in w0 doing, he has restored o his
own place one of its key and
determining Featuras,

Croom has been a milling town
for over 200 years, when the Lyons
family first built the mill, Their
association with Croom ended in
1935 with the departure of Captain
Jamies Denis Lyons, but years before
that, the Maguire family took over
the running of the mill which was
known as Croom Mills Bakery. The
mill censed 1o function afler the
second World War,

1t was a busy place in its time,
with grain being milled in the now
dilapidated building on one side of

the bridge before being shunted, by
means of an augur, underground and
10 the five-storey granary building on
the other comer of the bridge. It is
this granary which has now been
restored.

The absolute minimum has been
changed in restoring the granary.
Mew windows have been installed
and extra light has been et in
through glass panels in the roof.
Orther than that, the granary remains
meech as it always did.

In the immediale area, however,
there have been drastic changes, The
original millstream ran downriver
from the weir, beneath the granary
and bridge before il reached the
millwheel. Along part of this route,
the siream has now been sunk
underground and runs through a two.
foot pipe belore cmerging again into
a deep pool about 50 yards from the
granary. The banks have been filled
in and terrdces built to sccommodate
ariverside walk and carpark,

The whale project has been
undertaken with great sympathy and
discretion, through the use of
mitching stone and the retention of
obd trees. As o resall, acoess (o the
river has been greatly enhanced.

The project s far me finished,
however, aceording 1o Plunkett
Hayes. It may take another year
before everything is in place. And no
decision has yet been made as 1o the
ultimate use of the building. A
number of options are being
discussed but they semain, as yet,
options.

Whatever new function the
granary will serve, it has certainly
got a new leass of life.

Id mill . . . back in operation.
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WEST LIMERICK has
suffered a 3% decline in
population since the last
CEnsus report.

And a package to halt the
fide has been put to the
Deparment of Finance and
the Midwest Review Gro
which is monitoring E
structural funding by the
Wiesl Limerick Ekrmun:c
Development Project.

Project . chairman, Sean
Liston, this week outlined
the ?mup'i submissions for
EC fundmg with the woads:

{ “This is mot a shopping list,

“but ratber the measores we
believe are necessary 0o
maintain the population: and
to improve the quality of
life in tbe aren.™

The project’s proposals,
he said, come under varicus
headings and they are seck-
ing funding for them from
the - stractural funds  that

= | come on siream in 1994,

The tatal cost of all the
MEESUTES ed is mof
yit available, he continued,
as this is am initial submis-
s10n which will have 10 be
coatad in detail.

"What we are sceking o
dis now is to lay down the
framework for o develop-
mend plan which wauld
invalve local groups, the
County Cowncil and the
EC,™ sxid Mr Listoa.

Maintaiming local
schools;, shops and post-
offices and housing are seen
by the project &5 key Factors
in any such development

| plan,  sccording 1o Mr

Liston. The possibility of

| encouraging people to move

ro S¥esr Limerick from
olher, more populated areis,
wiis al50 something which
they are seriously address-
ing :

Anather proposal, Mr
Liston cantinued, is for a
greider emphasis on voca-
tienal and economic irain:
ing, particalasly in alterna-
tve amd use, product mar-
keting and toursm skills.

The submission also
includes & range of recre-
ational projects such as pro-
posals for o development of
fishing on the Deel and
Feale rivers, along with
spams  sich as boating and
canocing on these rivers as
well a5 on the Shannon and
at Bohovle Lake The davl-
opment of the Great
Southern Walking Trail is
also included in the submis-
L

In addition, the gmjmt
has submitted that the cul-
tural and historrenl heritage
of West Limerick should be
develaped, In this, accord-
ing to Mr Liston, they envis-
ife & continuing develop.
menl and promotion  of

aces such a4 the Palotine

enfie in Rathkeale,
Enockiernn and the nomer-
ous sites assockated with the
Earls of Desmond, particu-
larty those at Askeston, Glin
amdl MNawcastlewess,

“The traditional musical
heritage of West Limerick is
one of he best in the
world,” Br Liston pointed
dail, dnd the project o=
limed various ways in which
this could be developed and
marketed as an economic

" Project submits
plan to halt West
‘population drop

resource. Chiel among thes
iz the establishment of a
interpretative centfe at ;
central  location  whicl
would also serve az m
information-bank far visi
LTS

The project alss calls in
its submission for a chang:
in the way commuepity-
based projects are funded )
the EC. In particular, i
argues  that  community:
based projects should no
have to meet the same
financial eriteria as com.
mercial projects.

'"H-'leE: il may be realistic
W cemand of commercial
projecis: that they match any
structural funds pound for
pound, it is not realistic o
expect the same of comamu-
pity-based and community-
driven peojects,” Mr Liston
explained.

e, he finessed, this wis
not an argeEment for a hand:
out, Local funds and local
involvement are crucial to
any project, and they want
to see this tréend nortured
and developed but many
community-based  groups
afe ol in & position to raise
the large ameunts of monsy
necessary under Lthe presemt
formula, Unless the rules
are changed, & lot of valu
able schames awd proposals
will not get off the ground.

The continuing co-opera-
tion of community Ups
and organisations - through
the project is testament 1o
the willlngness and dedica-
ton of the people of West
Limesick 16 their own area,
Br Liston conclisded.
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