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S MNew Housing in Church Street, near St. John's Church
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@ One of the entrances to the Arthur’s Quay Shopping Centre
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Limerick City Chief Architect Jim Barrett 7

L

reports on the planning behind the
transformation of Limerick’s riverside and [
inner city areas . . . bk

IMERICK, for many years the city all architects {necarly) loved

to hate, is making a serious “comeback”. The city's latter-day

resurgence is based on a sound historic infrastructurc containing
a good formal Georgian arca, a medieval island (King's Island) and a
traditional “Irishtown”, all attractively pulled together in planning terms
by the strength of the Shannon.

It is dismisscd by many as a
semi-derelict market town with no obvious
gentre, a city which turned its back 1o the
TIVER.

But an objective assessment of most
major lrish towns (and not a few European
ones) will show that in this respect
Limerick 15 not unigque. ’

The 1nternational reduction of
shipping has resulted in the decline of
docklands everywhere and with a few
notable exceptions the commercial centres
have lended 1o distance themsclves [rom
the decayed riverironts.

Lutterly much development has been
dirccted at these arcas, the most notable
examples being London Docks, Liverpool
and. closer to home, Dublin Custom House
Docks. .

The establishment of the Custom
House Authority and the introduction of
the Urban Renewal Act in 1986 provided
both the model and financial tax regime for
a programme ol urbin regeneration in
Limerick, the scale of which the city has
not scen since the Georgian Mewtown Pery
area was developed in 1760,

Under the direction of Tom Rice (City
Manager at the time) an Inner City Project
Team was set up and this combined the
planning, acchitectural, technical, legal and
adminisirative strength of the Corporation
with the developmental, promotional and

*financial expertise of the Shannon
Development Company.

That semi-state agency with ils role as
industrial and tourist development
organisation lor the Mid-West Region
made its expertise available to the Project
Tecam and in 50 doing changed the nature
of the promotional team from ua strictly
Local Authority sub-committce 10 4 more
aperessive development task force. The
response of the members of the Project
Team and the public was dramatic.

LAND PURCHASL

Sucgessive programmes of land
purchase meant that with the introduction
of the Urban Renewdl Act, the
Corpordalion was in a posuion 10 take
passession of some nineleen acres of
derelict lands, within the Designated Arci.
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@ New housing developmentiin John's Street/New Road

arca, with Good Shepardiconvent in background
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Riverfront sites and have had the effect of |  *zef our FREE ﬂﬁlﬂﬂi‘ hrﬂﬂwhﬂrﬂ; !
directing substantial emphasis anto the e . 3

river while at the same time acling as a Wi‘&h {f“E‘ zﬂﬂ' i}'&'ﬂﬂﬁﬂ
catalyst for further developments. wids hﬂhdﬂ}’ %pilﬂ.ﬂg §

4 The City Hall scheme. designed by ?r":-:' ;

urke-Kennedy Doyle and costing £7 :
million has now heen occupied and has difff:;u *#ﬁdayF:Et:w
succeeded admirably in achieving the available long stays

xn av. (i B objective of the design brief to provide a
s asbeF relaxed open building reflecting a more
democratic and open relationship with the

public. The four storey building respects Enjoy a wonderful holiday in the gorgeous _
the nmshrhﬂurllllﬁ C&TE a?d Cﬂlhfdt’ﬂ{; in Shannon Region: all the scenery, amenities and
lerms of scale and colouring and a ' Sk :
pardeularly suscetsfil featare iy wne §  SPOCEINE Activities you and your family could wen,
development of the Quay cdge as 4 and a choice of tep-quality accommodation to suj
pedestrian thoroughfare with high quality every budget. ] :
urban landscaping, There's always something different to do every day
s Access 10 the individual public offices in the Shannon Region: you can visit spectacular
v is I"rm:n. A glazed street complete with EITEaSJIl{E.th'E Cl_lffﬁ of Moher or the Burren or g0
i cafeteria, all of which look out over the back in history in the Bunratty Folk Park or
e C“fiﬂﬁ”f Fﬂ"ﬁr “éﬂk'“ﬂir“” use uﬂr what Craggaunowen. Write today for our free brochure -
e o loeations, | O Cropes most dramatic | cop what the Shannon Region has ini store for you!
AR A J’Lrl l;i' ‘I,.:"'\H i
o 22,10 . s S R A T - ] 4
3 : : i ARTHUR'S QUAY  SHARNNORN
i Barrett, City Architect, with Limerick’s new Civie Offices in the back d : ! |
: ] AR Thlc completion of the Arthur's Quay e DEVELOPMENT
irriag studies, including  the strategy and establishing a list of potential Shopping Centre (Architects: John AT R -
2i¢ Action Area Plan by Pairick  developers. Thompson) has enabled the Corporation 1o hl@ 1
v, viere available and a reduced develop its plans for a major Riverside City e
-: e e Erﬂd:'i.l'i.ﬂlnﬂl. Local ldl-uthﬂri.l}" CIVIC CENTRE Park Iﬂﬂ what wﬂﬁj prC"-’I-DUEJ}"I d E-H.I: Fark. % . ,I"'-'-:.l.f,'.ai- r'-;-:].":il::' d ifi’.s;:@iﬁ-qﬂ; %’i’ ¢
E = ==nt that the Corporation was in The Corporation’s own requirements ﬂﬁ:i‘:}r“g Eéiﬁ_‘;‘“&“}ch‘?& E"L;‘::S F{:EJ“&" by et AR et i S A
T iu concentrale its energies on g for a . Civic Cenire to house its various . il i =i ¥ RAP g
=+ of urban schemes in this arca. Departments and a multi-storey car park ~ Mitehell as the Landscaping Consultant _Iﬂ R,ESPﬂ B COUFON
e — were progressed immediately and following "Eg{;L is due for completion by November § To: Shannon Region Holidays, Shannon Development,
| 'nthe City's Development Plan o (omneritive “Design Build” process a new 790 Its completion, when taken in Shannon, Co. Clare. Tel: 065£361555. Fax: 061-361903.
= lwin objective of attracting City Hall has become @ reality and the car conjunclion with the new City Hall, will

: iuterests to  develop the

“..4’s lands and to do so in
|- 2 o achieve the aspirations of
o ement Plan, the Inner City
i ai set about identifving clear
| . @reas, an associated land use These schemes were both located in PHOTOGRAPHS: Arthur Gough

parking requirement formed the basis of ?erminly bring the Shannon into sharp
the Arthur’s Quay Shopping Development ocus,

E}' Tiernan O'Callaghan Development ® Tu Hack Pave

ompany.

Please rush me my FREE 80 pa}(, Shannon Region Brochure.
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