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Shannon Region

High-tech and tourism
distinguish the region

IGH-TECH and
tourism are the
distinguishing features

of the Shannon region. The

remon  provides. aboot  one-
third of the country’s efec-
tronics and computing

- employment, although it con-
tains only about 11 per cent of
the popilation. It has also

strengths in engineering and .

services, with software and
mternational financial services
showing vigorouns growlh.

There is a richness of beawty
spols and  lowrist anraciions,
known bath mliu-nali!ly and inter-
nateomably — the Clifis of Mober,
the Burren, Bunratty Castle and
Folk Park., Cuorrent towrism pro
ects include the revitilisanon of
americk’s medizeval quarter anc
8 majod moaring development al
Kilr

The wsual bepofits that po along
with towrism, such as hoteks.
enfertainment and sponting Tscili-
ties are there for the residents,
withowt the concomitant over-
crowding  experienced  in man
tourst resots, The repion, whic
takes in counties Lemerick, Clare,
Marith Tipperary, South and
Southwest Offaly and MNornh
Kerry, is strongly agricultoral,
and therefore @5 sufficiently
uncrowded (o cope with the
influx.

Fivotal o toursm  aclivilics,
and 10 aofgmn extenl o the
Gpsration high-tech industsies.
is the presgnce of Shannon Inbes-

INTRODUCTION

ANNA NOLAN reports on the blend of
strategic location and determined devel.
opment that has brought vigorous growth
to the Shannon region.

national  Adrmart. whiose galeway
Slatus B the subject of much
national argument, Whatever the

ros. and cons pat forward by

th sides of the argument, it iz
safe w0 say there would be con-
sternidion in the region if this
staius were altered,

Employment compares  well
with the national average. Be-
tween January 1st, 1988 and Dee-
ember 3lst, 198%, Shannon De-
velopmen! created a total of 5,708
rew qobs, oopet incrsase of 1884
when job losses are taken into
account. Although the picture for
the region a3 a whole a5 healihy,
there are unemployment
blackspots, notably in areas of
Limenchk eity.

Employment in  manufactunmg
and finnncial services & currenthy
aver 27 000 sccorking to Shannon
Development.  International-class
companies of Overscas parcniage
aeeownt for a high E{mpmlinn af
this employment, Most of the
OVEFSSAE companies  ofiginate o
the US, which provides about 60
E‘n‘ﬂ cent of forcign invesiment.

est Grermany scoounts for about
20 per cent and the LE for about
10 per cent.

Japanese companies will fgure
more strongly in thess percent-
ages, if all goes well for o plan to
dirac eomponent  manuiacturers
to uie a dedicated area in Plassey
Technological Park as a basc 19

serve the larger Japanese manw-
facturers in  Europe. The fiest
company e sign up for the

Japaness parts manufacturing
conlre. i5 wnderstood 1o be
currently recruiting staff  and
defails of the company are ex-
peeted to be announced in the
near future.

Higk flﬂFES

The region is home o lrish-

wn world players such s the
ﬁa aircralt lessing group. This
company, which now has Notth
Amenican, Japaness and  other
European shareholders, as well a5
Irish, eontrels all s Fationg
feody its headguarters in Shannon,

The nr.ll;i:E up of Shannon
ARros o BPAS new venlure
with Lufthanza and Swissair for
gircraft maintepance and
refurbishing at  Shannon,  has

RIVER & Dig Beodt o the ares, with
jobs planned to run into several
hundreds qll:ill: quickly. And there
are hi opes for an aviation
techinology park, which would set
the seal on Shannon &5 a leading
worlld avintion cendre,

The region is well served edu-
cationally, with full-time third-
el g 5t v

= ege of Arl fri-
meece & Techmology, Thomond
College of Education, Mar
Immaculate College, Tralee RTL
and ‘the University of Limerick,
mmy Maonagement and Tech-

4]
purtﬂrm. evening and disance
education for people who are
already employed,

Additienally, there are man
other post-Leaving commerca
gchools: and collzges, a
music, and n rapge of excellent
sccond-lewel schools,

A recent  milestons  for  he
pewly  created University of
Limerick was its first conferral of
an honorary doctorate, which was
awarded 10 the President of Ire-
fand, Dr Patrick Hillery. The
University B currendly planning
an increase in stodent imtake in
the next academbc year, in res-

pse b0 the government request
or more places 0 be made
available nationally,

Also planning  changes is
CoACT, which s to have jts firsd
full mme indusirial Baison officer
appaanted in the pear future, and

sch is hoping for & mew build-
ing programumse.

Centre  provides  mainly




