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OLD AND NEW: King John's Castle (above) is being refurbished, ml:e “i-n_:!hpmen

City where the past is present

HE exciting archaeo-
logical remains recently
unearthed at King

John’s Castle have been aptly
described as “'good news and
bad news" for Limerick. The
finds, ranging from the Tth
century right up to the 18th,
ive the first physical con-
rmation of Viking settlement
at Limerick, and have the

potential to become a major
lournst altraction.

In the short term, however,
they will delay the completion of
the refurbishment of the castle,
and the opening planned for St
Patrick’s Day next year will be
delayed for several months. Work
was already being done against
the clock to get the castle ready
for the expected tourist invasion
during Treaty 300, the commemao-
ration of the siege of Limerick
and the subsequent broken treaty,
" Built amuna the year 1210, the
Castle is one of three focal points
in the restoration of Limerick’s
mediaeval guarter. The other two
are 5t Marys Cathedral, built
around 1170, and the Civic
Centre, which is now occupied by
the corporation,

The mediaeval restoration
?mj.m:l was planned by a rask
orce of Shannon Development,
Limerick Corporation, Limerick
Civic Trust and the Office of
Public Works. Projected expendi-
ture currently stands at well over
£10 million. King lohn's Castle is
being refurbished with public and

URBAN RENEWAL

From the refurbishment of King John’s
Castle to the £15 million Arthur’s Quay

Centre, Limerick is being renewed, reports

ANNA NOLAN.

EC money, while a £3 million
appeal has been launched to pay
for a major rescue job on the
fabric of S5t Mary's' Cathedral.
Work on the cathedral has
already produced some interesting
discovenes. The Civic Centre is a
private development, costing
about £6.5 million.

A Heritage Trail leading from
the Granary, itsell an award win-
ner for urban renewal, links the
Castle, the Cathedral, the Civic
Centre, the Treaty Stone, the
Bishop's Palace and other attrac-
tions. The hitherto undevel
riverside area has been opened up
for walks, revealing some most
altractive vistas.

Arthur's Quay car park is being
turned into a civic park of unique
design, with a strong maritime
focus. It is expected to be com-
pleted by the end of November
this year.

Limerick Civic Trust, a volun-
tary body which has been quietly
improving various corners of the
city, has restored the Potato
Market, the Bishop’s Palace and
other features of the Mediacval
Quarter. Also contributing
voluntarily to beautifying the eity
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are its private practice archilects,
who have produced 11 designs for
improving public ‘space, at the
reagl_q.]mlcst of the corporation.

e corporation is paying for

one of the designs to be imple-
mented, and looking for sponsors
for the others. An announcement
of the first such sponsor is ex-

Eecm;l shnnle«:; according to Jim
arrett, the City Architect.

History is just one side to the
Limerick renewal story. The
designated areas scheme has led
to over one million square feet of
new buildings, mainly office
space. )

The biggest building projeet in
Limerick completed so far, the
£15 million shopping/ residentialf
office/ car parking development at
Arthur's Quay, opened last
autumn, dramatically alter:nF the
face of Limerick. Recently, a
Flanm'ng application has been
led for a £30 million prime

estrian shopping area close
y. This brings to' over £90 mil-
lion the total planned and com-
pleted investment in development
in the city. .

A large proportion of the
investment arises from the
original designated area scheme of
around 50 acres. As well as
Arthur's Quay, it includes about
£13.5 million worth of develop-
ment at Charlotte’s Quay —

-

Michael Tiernan, developer, and Joe Kenny,

mainly office buildings, with a
tusidential/shopping/leisure  ele-
ment and an aparthotel,

Other notable developments in

“the designated area include an-

other mixed commercial and resi-
dential development at an
advanced stage at Lock Quay,
and houses, and apartments and
commercial space in Johnsgate.

The corporation owned much of
the land in the original designated
area, and encouraged investment
by doing its homework, clearing
much of it for title and ensurin
that it had been studie
archacologically where it was
thought appropriate. The land was
offered under licence to
developers, to cut down on the
risk of speculators buying sites
and leaving them undeveloped.

In contrast, only about 2.5
acres of the newly designated
area of 40 acres belongs to the
corporation. This site is at Mount
Kenneth, near the Docks. The
corporation has now selected a
developer for this site, according
to Jim Barrett.

“The fmdu:tim of a detailed
feasibility study far
hotel/leisure/conference” complex
is imminent, and we are confident
it will prove positive,” Mr Barreit
told The [rish Times. “There is
also a new development for office
space planned nearby, and we are
pleased 1o see the concentration
of new developments spreading. ™

A major development eutside
the designated arcas is a cinema,
entertainment, shopping and
apartment complex almost com-
pieted on the city centre site of
the old Savoy cinema, in its time

the biggest cinema in Ireland. The

new complex is to contain five
cinemas, with apartments, shops,
and sports and leisure facilities,

Arthur’s Quay.
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