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VERY definite moves are afoot
to restore, revitalise and include
Limerick  city's distinctive
Georgian houses and buildings
in the new City Strategy Project.

With the spotlight currently
trained on the various layers of
commercial and residential
development in the city, back-
stage, so to speak, a blueprint
to regenerate Limerick's
Georgian core is being pre-
pared.

In a recent presentation in
City Hall, the Hunt Museum (for-
merly the Custom House), built
in 1769, was held up as a likely
catalyst for a Georgian revival in

the Newtown Pé{fy area and the
highly successful Georgian
restoration of Grainger,
Newcastle upon Tyne, England,
which attracted £40million of
public funding - that in turn
attracted a further 160million of
private investment and which is
now being used as the
European template, was pre-
sented as an example . that

Limerick could learn from,

The establishment of g Task
Force and the sending of a dep-
utation to explore the Grainger,
Newcastle upon Tyne initiative
is being considered.

City Hall, head of finance,
John Field, has been advised by
Donough Cahill, director of the
Irish Georgian Society, that, in
contrast to the continuing regen-
eration of the City’s riverside

ity to ¢

and other city centre streets,

the continued neglect of
Newtown Pery should be
addressed.

“The lIrish Georgian Society
considers the City Centre
Strategy a once in a lifetime
oppertunity to reverse this trend
and to promote the regenera-
tion of Newtown Pery and to
achieve this aim the council
should seek to use available
legislative and fiscal resources
and learn from both national
and international examples of
urban heritage regeneration”
advises Mr Cahill.

Some months ago, a seminar,
attended by the Irish Georgian
Society, was held in City Hall,
with various planners, archi-

tects and business people con-
tributing.

Among the guest speakers
were, Desmond Fitzgerald, the
Knight of Glin and president of
the Irish Georgian Society, and
David Lee, chairman, Limerick
Chapter of the Irish Georgian
Society.

Acknowledged by the Irish

Georgian Society as “one of
Ireland’s outstanding historic
cities,” the regeneration of
Limerick’s Georgian area in
Newtown Pery, wil, according to
the lIrish Georgian Society,
“require a big vision that aims
to form the basis of applica-
tions to Government for major
funding, and other taxation
incentives and for this vision to

be a success, it will need wide
Support and commitment from
both the city council and from
all relevant stakehoiders”.
Newton Pery, which was

devised by the Italian architect,

Davis Ducart, was laid out in
the 1760s as a new city quarter
for Limerick and was subdivided
and leased to developers who
built up their plots during the
late 18th and early 19th cen-
turies.

Landmarks  included The
Crescent and Pery Square and
such private buildings as the
Custom House and the Pery

A Georgian revival in the Newtown Pery area Is proposed

Square Tontines. However, by

the mid 19th century, Newtown

Pery began a period of econom-
ic decline and physical deterio-
ration which has left its elegant
houses  and streetscapes

marred by over acentury of -

inadequate upkeep, subdivided
houses, PVC windows, rusted
and buckling railings and’ dan-
gling cverhead wirescapes.
Pointing out that these factors
restrict the competitiveness of
businesses iocated in the area
and take from its desirability as
a place to live, Mr Cahill said
that as a result, such an urban
environment effectively deters

investment.

An indepth assessment of
tax driven initiatives that could
be availed of was produced by
Goodbody Economic consult-

. ants “for the Department of

Finance,

City Hall has been advised by
the Irish Georgian Society that it
should place ‘an additional
emphasis on regenerating - the
Georgian area.

Concluded Mr Cahill:"This
could be achieved by identifying
in the City Centre Strategy addi-

tional resources, both financial -

and technical to facilitate the
Conservation, restoration and

reuse of protected structures,
“As Newtown Pery's Georgian
buildings and streetscapes
comprise one of the city’s most
defining assets, the use of this
area as a catalyst for urban
regeneration is compelling, and
if the council were to priotitise
in its City Centre Strategy a
regeneration of Newtown Pery, it
would have the power of shap-
ing Limerick's image as a
dynamic place with the maturity
to recognise its rich heritage
and such a regeneration would
act as an example for other
towns and cities in Ireland,
including Dublin”.
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