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Mairead Dunleavy with a 15th century copy of the Ardagh chalice at the Hunt Musaum.
1 Picture: DERMIOT LYNCH
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FEEHILY

LIMERICK'S old
custom house will
breathe new life again in
a little over a year from
now, when it admats
visitors 10 one of the
mast exciting and
internationally imponant
collections of st and
artefacts from the distant
and near past of the
Celtic tribes, their
descendants and many of
ther contemporaries

Many years after it first
went on display, the Hunt
Collection will have af last
found a suitable snd
accessible home in
Limerick, the place beloved
of art historian,
archaeoiogist and collector,
John Hunt, one of 1he
world's leading expernts on
megdieval am,

And no-one is more
thrlled at the prospects it
opens up than Maread
Dumnfeavy, the muscum’s
new ly-appomted direcior,

Mairead, a quictly
spoken Donegal
archaeologist, who comes
o Limerick from the
Maticnal Museum, has a
inost inpressive list of
professional involverments
hersell, and fas published
wnportant works aned
articlos dealing particularly
willi histone design and
cremivily, '

One of her most
imparient publications was
Dress in Treland published
by B.T. Baisford Lid,
London, in 1989, and her
artiches range from Inish
lace 1o lighting in 18th
cemtury Dublin.

She knew the lite John
Huint and ks wile,
Cerrude, and said: "He had
a enormous alfection for
Limerck. This collection
belongs (o the people of
Limerick.”

Mairead believes that niot
only will the collection
enhance inan
unprecedented way the
culture of the ciy, but will
al=o give thar culture an
mternational standing.

"We also hope that it will
prove a source of
inspiration for today's
designers and that the local
art cotlege will become
involved,” “You have o
tremendous collection,” she
SAYE,

The collection's status
can be gauged from the fact
that some items ae
¢ rogntly onloan to the
British Museum, and might
Freve rematned there if 3
Lame hadn't been found fo
them in Limerick,

The new direcior is quick
b pay nbute o the
Usiversity of Limerick and
Dr Ed Walsh, who provided
a imporary home for the
codlection, and 1o Limerick
Corporation, GPA and
Shannon Development,
whao have pow embarked on
the project which will give
Limenck one of the best
musenms in the world,

‘The collection 13
obviously priceless, but if
EOme vaiue has to be pul on
it, Mairead estimates about
E£50m.

Her own empathy with
the items in the collection
on display at the university
i% obvious,

“Isn’t he marvellous?!
sive enthuses as she
introduces Apalloin his
role as “genius of the ans™ a
uniyue piece of German
scuipiure dating from about
L6410, 1t is a coloured
wooden statue of a god-like
higuie festooned with ihe
teols and symbaols of many
arts and crafts, from music
to curpentry.

In an atmosphere that
could only be described as
awesome, Mairead
introduces you Lo the
enthralling craftsmanship of
Bronze Age Ircland,
[ascinating Stone Age flint
daggers, jewellery of almost
indescribable beauty,
endearing statues of the
Madonna and Child, and
examples of rare 18th
century Irish glass,

Of particular interest o
Limerick people is a
replica, approximately 100
virrsoold, of the
ma: viticent Ardagh

|r

Chalice.

Mairend was anxious 1o
point out that the Hunt
Collection will remain
essentially that, *We will
not be competing with other
local museums, all of whom
have an impomant role w
play,” she explained.

The Hunt Museum
CXECUNIYE COTIMIELee,
comprises Dr Tony Ryan of

GPA, Jack Higgins and Jim

Barrett of Limenick
Corpocation, Paul Sheane
and Michael Roberts of
Shannon Develommnent, Dr
Edward Walsh of LIL,
Paddy Doran, curater of the
UL dizsplay, and Eamon
Cregan. An association
Friends of the Huni
Museum;, is being formed.
Work on the new
Museum is on-going and
Bcconding o Mairesd, Swe

are Kecping 'our fing
crossed that il will o
150"
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